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WINTER 2014
PRESIDENT’S YEAR IN REVIEW
Well here we are at end of another year and what a year
it has been. We have had a successful ice fishing derby, a
record money making Salmon Derby even though the
overall salmon count was down, a productive walleye
derby and a good year-end big fish derby.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the
volunteer hatchery operators and the Hatchery manager
who work diligently at the hatchery each and every day
to ensure we have silver fish to catch, the Salmon Derby
Committee who work relentlessly at ensuring we have a
well organized derby and an abundant prize table for
this event, the club events committee that looks after
the numerous in-house outings so that they go off
without a hitch. Thank you to everybody who helped
with fin-clipping the rainbow and brown trout. You have
made this task much easier to complete. Also, we need a
special thanks to Frank Turnbull and the volunteers who
put on Kids Training Day. Thank you to the Directors for
your input and leadership in working at keeping this club
headed in the right direction. Without all these groups
and volunteers we would not be able to sustain the
Hatchery operation.
This year we became an OFAH affiliated club and a
special thanks to Jo-Anne Eves for her role in getting us
through this process. This was no easy task.
As a final note, thank you to all Bluewater Angler
members. Without your support we would not be a club.
Please remember to be conscious about keeping our
environment clean of debris and practicing good fish
conservation habits so our future anglers can enjoy what
we have well into the future.
Wishing everyone a Merry Chrismas and a Fishful New
Year.
Dick Bornais, President

LISTING OF EVENTS 2014
January 7
February 15
February 21-23
March 15-16
April 8
April 12
April 26
May 2-11
May 21
May 31
June 17
July 5
August 8-9
Late August
September 9
September 27

General Membership Meeting
Ice Fishing Derby (no rain date)
London Boat, Fishing & Outdoor Show
Hatchery Open House
General Membership Meeting
Shoreline Cleanup
Club Spring Derby
Bluewater Anglers Salmon Derby
Salmon Derby Awards Night
Kids Training Day
General Membership Meeting
Family Fun Fishing Day (Goby Derby)
Walleye Derby
Family Picnic (date to be determined)
General Membership Meeting
Fall Big Fish Derby

You can pick up a copy of the Listing of Events 2014 at
the January 7th General Meeting. Check the Bluewater
Anglers website for current information on upcoming
club events at www.bluewateranglers.com/events.html.

JANUARY GENERAL MEETING
Tuesday, January 7, 2014
Point Edward Arena & Community Centre
210 Monk Street
Doors open at 7:00 PM
Meeting starts at 7:30 PM
AGENDA
Election of 2014 Directors
2013 Treasurer’s Report
Hatchery Update
Salmon Derby Update
Club Events - Ice Fishing Derby
Fishing Report
Swap Table
Guest Speaker/Topic
Dave Harris
River Steelhead Techniques

ELECTION OF 2014 – 2016 CLUB DIRECTORS
The Board of Directors would like to acknowledge and
thank this year’s retiring directors for their service and
dedication during the past 3 years. This year’s retiring
directors are Ross Bishop, Pete Bothwell, Colin Brown, Al
Dezort, Jo-Anne Eves, Ralph Eves, John Knight, Dan
McDonald, Frank Turnbull and Jake Van Rooyen.
One third of the Bluewater Anglers Board of Directors is
elected to a 3 year term at the first General Membership
Meeting of each year. At least five (5) new directors are
needed for the 2014 – 2016 term. In addition, we need
one or two new directors to serve the remaining 2 years
of the 2013 – 2015 term. Both shore and boat fishermen
/fisherwomen are encouraged to get involved in helping
run your club. New ideas and perspectives will help our
club grow and prosper. If you are interested in becoming
a director or know a club member who is interested,
please contact Paul Heckley (pheckley@mnsi.net; 519869-2593) before the January 7th General Membership
meeting. Nominations will be accepted at the January 7th
General Membership Meeting. This is your chance to get
involved in running your club.

HATCHERY REPORT
The hatchery has been a busy place since our last
general meeting. We had a day of fin-clipping in the
middle of September. About 24 member volunteers
clipped all of the Brown Trout in about 3 hours.
We had an unplanned stocking event when about 150
Rainbow Trout escaped from the public viewing and
feeding pond. When we noticed that there were few
small fish in the pond it was discovered that they were
going out the overflow. As these are the fish for our kids
training day program we purchased an additional 200
and made the holes in the overflow smaller.
In early October, we made three trips to Owen Sound to
collect Chinook salmon eggs. Once again there were lots
of fish in the river and in the fish ladder but we
encountered a large number of green fish. We handled
over 300 Salmon to get 35 that were ready to spawn.
The help and dedication of the 25 to 30 volunteers who
made the trip to Owen Sound and/or looked after the
fertilization of the eggs back at the hatchery was
fantastic.

Once again, we are struggling to get a strong hatch from
our salmon eggs. As of mid-December, there are
approximately 70,000 salmon fry in the three starter
tanks. We started with a little over 110,000 eggs.
We stocked out the remaining 14,600 Rainbow Trout
and 16,500 Brown trout in early November. Once again,
the Rainbow Trout were a real good size at 60 grams
average. Stocking took place from Exmouth Street on
the St. Clair River to Port Franks.
The Rainbows that were started in May began to show
signs of abnormal stress and a slow die off in midNovember. Samples were sent to the University of
Guelph for analysis and a gill disease was detected. The
fish have responded well to the prescribed treatment.
The annual fish fry was held in mid-December. The
hatchery operators, Derby committee, club events
volunteers and the Board of Directors attended. The
event was attended by about 40 members.
In mid-December, we received our allotment of 25,000
eyed-up Brown Trout eggs from the MNR. The eggs will
hatch in early January and be ready to stock in the fall.
As we move into the New Year, planning continues for
the major refit of the center section of the hatchery.
That is the aeration system and head tanks. This will be a
major undertaking with lots of volunteer help needed.
The major work will be contracted out but there will be
lots for everyone to do. The hatchery will continue to
operate during the refit which will make for a lot of preplanning and preparation. This system has served us well
for the past 30 years and we are looking for a refit that
will last at least another 30 years.
It looks like 2014 will be an exciting and busy year. Jake

REMINDER FOR LAKE HURON BOUNDARY
Just a reminder ... if you are fishing at the mouth of any
stream entering lower Lake Huron (... our area is FMZ
13) the zone boundary is the water’s edge not the first
bridge upstream from the lake. We tried, unsuccessfully,
to get the fishing regulations changed but the MNR did
not agree. Spring rainbow trout are out of season
upstream from the lake’s edge until about the 1st of
May. Check the regulations for this area if you are
planning to fish upstream of Lake Huron’s water edge.

FALL BIG FISH DERBY
Saturday, September 28, 2013
Participation in the Fall Big Fish Derby was good but
down from last year. Sixty two tickets were sold. The
weather was great (… sunny, warm & light winds).
Unfortunately, the fish were not as cooperative. Only
three fish were entered compared to approximately a
dozen fish last year.
The lucky anglers and Fall Big Fish Derby winners were …
#1. Chris Garwood (5.35 kg Chinook salmon)
#2. Scott Dezort (3.03 kg Chinook salmon)
#3. Alphonse Debusschere (2.60 kg Rainbow Trout)
Chris Garwood was the club member with the biggest
fish (… an extra $100 prize).

ICE FISHING DERBY
Saturday, February 15, 2014
Come out and participate in the first club event of 2014.
The Ice Fishing Derby is open to both Bluewater Anglers
members and the general public. Bring the family or a
friend. This is a license free weekend in Ontario … so no
fishing license is needed.

st

1 Chris Garwood

nd

2 Scott Dezort

rd

3 Alphonse
Debusschere

Thanks to all who participated in this final club event of
2013 and everyone who came out to the weigh-in at the
hatchery. Thanks to the people who helped out at the
weigh-in. Your participation is much appreciated.

BLUEWATER ANGLERS FAMILY PICNIC
About 35 people attended the first annual Bluewater
Anglers Family Picnic at Mike Weir Park on Saturday
afternoon, September 21st. The cold, wet and very windy
weather in the morning was probably the reason for the
low turnout. Those who attended did have a good time.
The Family Picnic will be held in late August in 2014. We
do not know the date at this time because we cannot
reserve the picnic shelter until early January 2014.
We would like to thank the following businesses that
donated prizes for the Family Picnic ... Bluewater Fun
Park, Christo’s Pizza, Cineplex Theatre, Coffee Lodge,
Cosmo’s Restaurant & Lounge, For Dogs Only, Global
Donuts, Marcin Bowl, Pet Food Warehouse, Reapers
Realm, Sarnia Legionaires Junior Hockey Club and Tim
Hortons By The Bay. Thank you for your support.

An entry fee of $5.00 per person must accompany the
entry form. Entry forms and complete Ice Fishing Derby
information will be available at the January 7th General
Membership Meeting. Bucks Bait, The Outdoorsman and
Eric’s Pro Tackle will have application forms until 4:30
PM on Friday, February 14th. Tickets will be available at
the Centennial Park boat ramp parking lot at Sarnia Bay
on Saturday, February 16th from 6:00 AM - 9:00 AM.
Everyone must buy a ticket before they start fishing
The Ice Fishing Derby starts at 6:00 AM on Saturday,
February 15th. Participants can bring their catch to the
weigh-in station located at the Centennial Park boat
ramp parking lot at Sarnia Bay. Fish must be weighed in
by 11:00 AM.
Prizes are based on 90% of ticket sales and 10% will go
to the Bluewater Anglers Hatchery. Cash prizes will be
awarded based on size/weight in each of the three fish
categories; Panfish (including perch, crappie, sunfish,
rock bass), Pike, and Trout (rainbow and brown trout).
You are allowed to enter only one fish per category. If no
fish are entered in a category, the prizes in that fish
category will be deferred to the Panfish category. Prizes
will be awarded when the weigh-in closes at 11:00 AM.
A minimum of 5 draw prizes will be made from entrants
12 and under, and a minimum of 5 draw prizes will be
made from entrants 13 and over. Winners must be
present for the draws at the close of weigh in. .

HATCHERY OPEN HOUSE

Monday Crew

Saturday, March 15th & Sunday, March 16th
10:00 AM – 4:00 PM
Bring your family and friends to see how we raise fish
during our annual Hatchery Open House on Saturday,
March 15th and Sunday, March 16th. We invite all
members and the public to come and see our hatchery
between 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM each day. This is the
future stock for the local sport fishing community.

John Harris

Ross Bishop
Larry Doan
Dan McDonald
Missing: John Barneveld

Tuesday Crew

2014 HATCHERY OPERATORS
The successful operation of our hatchery depends on the
dedication and expertise of our volunteer hatchery
operators. We are fortunate to have an excellent group of
Bluewater Angler members, and non-members, who make
up one or more of the daily hatchery operator crews. Each
crew comes in one morning a week for 1 - 2 hours to take
care of the fish, and to do routine hatchery checks and
maintenance. We would like to recognize and thank the
2013 - 2014 operators for their dedication. Good job!

Sunday Crew

Sippie Scholtens
Helder Dias
Kyle Lozon
Missing: Doug Gatecliff

Jake Van Rooyen
Tom Watson
Henry Kock
Jim Burr
Gerry Lanteigne
Missing: Tom Brown, Rick Doyle, Roger Hay

Wednesday Crew

Fred Brown
Dave Hicks
Pete Bothwell

Bob Thorpe

Thursday Crew

2014 SALMON DERBY
Mark your calendars ... the 2014 Salmon Derby starts on
Friday, May 2nd and ends on Sunday, May 11th. The
2014 Salmon Derby Committee started working in early
October to plan and prepare for the 2014 Salmon Derby.
Once again, we have an excellent committee planning
next spring’s event. No major changes are planned in the
2014 Salmon Derby format, prize structure or weigh-in
stations.

Paul Heckley
Dennis Mather
Tom Nelligan
Bob Daly

Friday Crew

Derby information packages have been prepared and
sent to previous and potential new Salmon Derby
sponsors and brochure advertisers. Initial response
through early December has been very positive. We
hope that most of our previous sponsors and advertisers
will return for the 2014 Salmon Derby.
Once again, the Village of Point Edward will be the host
sponsor of the Salmon Derby. Their $5,000 donation will
be awarded to the lucky angler who catches the largest
salmon during the 2014 Salmon Derby.
There will be more information at the January 7th
General Meeting. If you know of any company that
might be interested in becoming a Salmon Derby
sponsor or an advertiser in the Salmon Derby brochure,
please contact Gerry Fawdry (519-542-2764) for derby
sponsors or Pete Bothwell (519-869-4611) for brochure
advertisers. We are happy to follow up on any leads.

Maurice Cameron
Alan Boam
Sam Whiting
Joe Aitken
Lou Dallaire
Missing: Al Dezort

Saturday Crew

Tom Brown
Charlotte Toyne
Henry Kock
Missing: Eric & Ben Maxfield

NOTE: The successful 2013 Salmon Derby raised $18,000
that will be used to operate the hatchery in 2014.

2014 SALMON DERBY COMMITTEE

Seated (left to right): Larry Emery, Helen Blondin,
Lloyd Blondin, Pete Bothwell, Dave Stewart
Standing: Henry Kock, Ralph Eves, Ed Holubowicz, Gerry
Fawdry, John Barneveld, Bob Daly, Paul Heckley
Missing: Colin Brown, Rick Vriesinga

40th Annual OFAH Conservation Lottery
The Suncor Energy Foundation
donated $750 to the Bluewater Anglers in recognition of
Suncor retiree Al Dezort’s volunteer activities with the
Bluewater Anglers.

Generous donations were received recently from
- Lambton County Rural Game Association ($452),
- Kaden Brown Foundation ($1000), and
- Marcia and Barry Hogan ($500).

The Bluewater Anglers became an OFAH affiliated club
in early 2013. We are selling OFAH Conservation Lottery
tickets as a club fund raiser. We will receive $6.00 back
for each $20.00 book of tickets we sell. OFAH Lottery
tickets are $2.00 each or $20.00 for a book of 10 tickets.
Two early bird draws will be held on February 21st and
April 11th. The main draw will be held on May 30, 2014.
Tickets will be available at the January 7th and April 8th
General Membership Meetings and The Outdoorsman.
If you would like one or more books of OFAH Lottery
tickets to sell to friends or co-workers, please contact
Paul Heckley (519-869-2593; pheckley@mnsi.net).

BLUEWATER ANGLERS AND OFAH MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
The Bluewater Anglers are now an affiliated club of the Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH). Membership
in the Bluewater Anglers includes membership in Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH) since all members of
an affiliated club must also be members of OFAH (www.ofah.org). Members can choose between a “basic” OFAH
membership which includes the personal insurance and OFAH benefits but not the Ontario Out of Doors (OOD)
magazine or the “full” OFAH membership which includes the personal insurance and OFAH benefits plus the Ontario Out
of Doors (OOD) magazine. You can join the Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH) at a discount rate through
the Bluewater Anglers. If you have a current Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH) membership through
another club or organization, then you only need to pay for your regular Bluewater Anglers membership.
Complete the form below to become a Bluewater Anglers member or to renew your current membership. More
information about membership benefits can be found at www.bluewateranglers.com/membership.html and
www.ofah.org. Contact Ralph & Jo-Anne Eves (519-383-0873 or raljo_eves@sympatico.ca) for more information.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

BLUEWATER ANGLERS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION - 2014
Membership:

New

OFAH Member: Yes:
Junior ($10.00)

Renewal

R

OFAH Membership No: _________________
Expiry Date: _______________
Single ($20.00)
Family ($30.00)
.

OFAH Member: No:
Junior ($20.00 - Basic, no OOD magazine)
Single ($32.00 - Basic, no OOD magazine)
Family ($53.00 - Basic, no OOD magazine)
Life Member ($12.00 - Basic, no OOD magazine)

Junior ($44.50 - Full, with OOD magazine)
Single ($58.00 - Full, with OOD magazine)
Family ($79.00 - Full, with OOD magazine)
Life Member ($38.00 - Full, with OOD magazine)

.
.
.
.

Name

Telephone

.

Address

City

.

Postal/Zip Code

.

Province/State

Country

Email Address

Make cheque payable to BLUEWATER ANGLERS and send the completed form to
Bluewater Anglers, c/o Membership Chairman, P.O. Box 174, Sarnia Ontario N7T 7H9.

