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CLUB ACTIVITY CALENDAR 
For September - December 2015 

 

      August 29 [ŀƳōǘƻƴ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ /ƭǳōΩǎ 
JAKES Day 

      September 2 Board of Directors Meeting 
      September 15 General Membership Meeting 
      September 26 Fall Big Fish Derby 
      October 7       Board of Directors Meeting 
      November 4  Board of Directors Meeting 
      December 2   Board of Directors Meeting  
 

Check the Bluewater Anglers website for current 
information on upcoming club events at 

www.bluewateranglers.com/events.html. 
 

 
 

 

SEPTEMBER GENERAL MEETING 
Tuesday, September 15, 2015 

Point Edward Arena & Community Centre 
210 Monk Street 

Doors open at 7:00 PM 
Meeting starts at 7:30 PM 

 

AGENDA 
Upcoming Club Events 

Hatchery Update 
Salmon Derby Report 

Fishing Report 
Swap Table 

 

GUEST SPEAKER / TOPIC 
Ben Sumner, MNRF Conservation Officer, 

Northern Marine Enforcement Unit 
 

TIPS and Baitfish Initiatives 
 

 

 

 
 
 

BLUEWATER ANGLERS 
FALL BIG FISH DERBY 

Saturday, September 26, 2015 
 
Bring the family and/or friends and participate in the last 
Bluewater Angler club event of the year. 
 
Any person is eligible to enter provided they have an 
entry ticket and a valid fishing license for the waters 
they are fishing. The entry fee is $10.00 per person. All 
entries must be purchased by 5:30 PM Friday, 
September 25, 2015. This is a BOAT and SHORE event. If 
fishing from a boat, all people aboard must have an 
entry ticket. Entry forms and derby information will be 
available at The Outdoorsman, Bucks Baits, 9ǊƛŎΩǎ tǊƻ 
Tackle and the Sept. 15th General Membership Meeting. 
 
The Salmon Derby boundaries apply ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ όΧ in 
the St. Clair River south to the south end of Fawn Island, 
east to the harbour at Grand Bend, and north to the 
trailer park north of Lexington, Michigan). Boundaries 
for all streams and rivers entering into the St. Clair River 
or Lake Huron are upstream to the first bridge or 
roadway, whichever comes first. 
 
This is a single fish event. Derby contestants are allowed 
to enter only their SINGLE heaviest fish. Only Salmon, 
Rainbow Trout and Brown Trout are eligible. Lucky 
participants must bring their catch to the weigh-in 
station, located at the FISH HATCHERY, between 1:30 
PM and 2:00 PM on Saturday, September 26th, 2015. 
You must be in line by 2:00 PM for your entry to be 
eligible.  
 
Prizes will be presented immediately following the 
weigh-in. Cash prizes will be awarded for the 5 heaviest 
fish entered. The following will be the breakdown of 
cash prizes based on total entry ticket sales:  

1st 35%  4th   10% 
2nd 20%  5th      5%   
3rd 15%     15% for the fish hatchery   

 
The $100 prize for the biggest fish entered by Bluewater 
Angler member applies to this event. A minimum of 5 
draw prizes will be drawn at the conclusion of the event. 
You must be present to win. 

http://www.bluewateranglers.com/
http://www.bluewateranglers.com/events.html


HATCHERY REPORT 
 
We have about 10,000 Brown Trout and 45,000 Rainbow 
Trout in the hatchery. The fish have gotten through the 
ƘǳǎǘƭŜ ŀƴŘ ōǳǎǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΩǎ ŀŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ 
upgrade project relatively unscathed.    
 
The 1,000 Brown Trout that survived from the first batch 
of eggs are growing nicely. The approximately 9,000 
Brown Trout from the second batch of 12,000 eggs 
received in March are doing well but they will be too 
small to release in the fall. The Brown Trout will be 
released with the Rainbow Trout in the spring of 2016. 
 
The hatchery operations will start to get busy in another 
month or so. We will be collecting our Salmon eggs in 
late September - early October and starting the hatching 
process once again. We will need people to help with 
the annual Chinook salmon egg collection at Owen 
Sound and the salmon egg fertilization back at the 
hatchery. More information and sign-up sheets will be 
available at the September 15th General Membership 
Meeting. Contact Jake (jakevanr@msn.com; 519-869-
2371) if you would like to help with either of these two 
important tasks but ŎŀƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ September 15th 
meeting. It is a great way to see how the hatchery runs 
and meet other club members. 

 
HATCHERY RENOVATION PROJECT STATUS 

 
The hatchery water aeration renovation project should  
be finished by the time you receive this newsletter in 
early September. The project started in mid-July and it 
has progressed extremely well thanks to the hard work 
of a dedicated group of volunteers. 
 
A temporary water aeration system was built in tank #5 
before the 30 year old water aeration system was 
dismantled and removed (including 3 water aeration 
towers, their steel support structures, 2 water storage 
tanks, area decking, water lines and lighting). Two new 
tower steel support structures were built. Rust and 
corrosion were removed from the remaining steel 
structure. The steel was repainted. The water aeration 
system was rebuilt (installed new FRP decking, 
reinstalled 2 water aeration towers, repaired/reinstalled 
/insulated the 2 water storage tanks). New water piping 
has been installed. As of late-August, the new LED 
lighting needs to be installed, and the incubator trays 
and the 3 small rearing tanks need to be reinstalled. 
 
While the project is not 100% complete and all the bills 
have not been paid, it looks like the cost of the hatchery 

water aeration system renovation will be $30,000 - 
$35,000 rather the original $50,000 estimated. Because 
of the tremendous volunteer support, we were able to 
do a lot of the work ourselves rather than hire 
contractors. Also, we have received generous donations 
of materials and/or labour from several local companies. 
 
The companies that donated materials or gave us 
preferred pricing and/or provided labour include ... 
 

 Corix  (Ted Cooper) 
 Crossroads C&I 
 Electrozad Supply (Lewis Mitchell) 
 Four Star Painters (Barry & Mary Ann Lugsdin) 
 HD Vac Service (Brad Armstrong) 
 Kelgor 
 L&M Fiberglass 
 Lambton Metal Service (Tony Savo) 
 Mizner Rentals 
 Phoenix Scaffold 
 Sherwin Williams Paints (Aimee Gauthier) 
 The Village of Point Edward 
 Wicks Rentals 
  

The success of the project is due to the dedication and 
hard work of the volunteers ... 
 

 Ron Allison*  Ross Bishop* 
 Peter Bothwell  Alan Boam* 
 Lou Dallaire  Bob Daly 
 Tom Daly  Ed DeSantis* 
 Al Dezort  Larry Doan* 
 John Harris*  Paul Heckley 
  Ed Holubowicz  Henry Kock* 
 Gerry Lanteigne Dennis Mather 
 Dan McDonald* Dave Stewart 
 Kevin Thompson Bob Thorpe 
 Jake Van Rooyen* 
 

Special thanks and recognition goes to Ron, Ross, Alan, 
Ed, Larry, John, Henry, Dan and Jake who worked most 
every day during the upgrade project. 
 
To-date, we have received approximately $9,100 in cash 
donations towards the hatchery upgrade project from ... 
 

   Bluewater Power  Borea Construction 
   CN    Ed DeSantis 
   Paul DeVlugt    Gamble Insurance  
   Donald Gagnier  Marcia Hogan  
   Rob Jackson(R&R Marina) Sharon Labrosse 
   Lambton Rural Game Protective Association 
   Ardis and Fred Maxfield  Nextera Energy  
   Ontario Clean Water Agency Dr. John Schwab 
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TEMPORARY WATER AERATION SYSTEM 
 

A temporary water aeration system was constructed in 
tank #5 to provide oxygenated water to the Rainbow 
Trout in tank #1 and the Brown Trout in tank #2 during 
the water aeration system upgrade project. The system 
included a mini tower, two pool pumps and temporary 
water piping. The system performed very well. 
 

 
 
 

40TH ANNUAL (2016) SALMON DERBY  
Friday, April 29, 2016 - Sunday, May 8, 2016 

 
Planning for ƴŜȄǘ ǎǇǊƛƴƎΩǎ 40thANNUAL SALMON DERBY 
is about to begin. The first meeting of the 2016 Salmon 
Derby Committee will be held on Monday, September 
21st at 7:00 PM at the Hatchery.  
 
The 2016 Salmon Derby Committee needs a few new 
members to bring the committee back to full strength. 
New ideas and perspectives help make the derby better. 
The committee meets for 1 ς 1 ½ hours about twice a 
month. Anyone interested in helping with ƴŜȄǘ ǎǇǊƛƴƎΩǎ 
Salmon Derby is asked to contact Paul Heckley 
(pheckley@outlook.com; 519-869-2593). There will be 
more information at the September 15th General 
Membership Meeting. 
 
If anybody knows of a person or company that might be 
interested in becoming a Salmon Derby sponsor or 
putting an ad in the Salmon Derby Brochure, contact 
Gerry Fawdry (gfawdry@sympatica.ca; 519-542-2764 for 
sponsorships) or Pete Bothwell (pbothwell@cogeco.ca; 
519-869-4611 for ads). The Salmon Derby Committee 
will follow up with the individuals or companies.  
 
Just a reminder, the dates for the 2016 Salmon Derby 
are April 29 - May 8, 2016.  

2015 SALMON DERBY UPDATE 
 
The 2015 Salmon Derby was another very successful 
event thanks to a combination of good weather, good 
fishing, our generous sponsors and the continued 
support from Salmon Derby participants.  
 
Ticket sales were up about 12% from 2014 despite the 
late spring and cold weather prior to the derby. We are 
still collecting some outstanding payments, but as of 
late- August, the 2015 Salmon Derby profit appears to 
be about $21,000 (up about 6.6% from 2014). This will 
cover a big portion of the annual cost of running the 
hatchery. The remainder comes from the vending 
machine revenues at the hatchery pond, donations and 
miscellaneous fund raising activities through the year.  
 

2015 SALMON DERBY FINANCIAL SUMMARY  
(as of mid-August 2015) 

 

                        ACTUAL       BUDGET       ACTUAL 
REVENUES             2014             2015             2015 
Ticket Sales            25,675          25,000         28,775 
Tabloid               6,208      7,000           7,221**  
Sponsors           13,275          13,000         13,900*  
Hats & Shirts Sales           160                200              480 
Awards Night Draw      1,106            1,000               730     
TOTAL REVENUE         46,424          46,200         51,106 
 
EXPENSES 
Hats & Shirts             1,000             1,000           1,000 
Tabloid              3,497             4,800           4,853 
Prizes            13,377          15,000         14,746           
Weigh Stations              3,593       4,000            4,195  
Office & Misc.                   921            1,000               753 
Advertising &                 
Promotion             4,273             5,300           5,421      
TOTAL EXPENSES        26,661          31,100         30,968 
 
NET PROCEEDS            19,763          15,100         20,138 

(* Sponsor revenue still outstanding $500) 
(** Tabloid ad payments still outstanding $500) 

 
 
 

CHINOOK SALMON IN THE GREAT LAKES 
 

There is an interesting series of 3 articles by Dan Egan in 
the JOURNAL SENTINEL (December 2014) on the history 
of Chinook salmon in the Great Lakes and their future 
outlook. The rise and fall of the salmon is dramatic. 
(http://www.jsonline.com/news/wisconsin/The-man-
with-the-salmon-plan-b99397807z1-284550491.html) 

 

mailto:pheckley@outlook.com
mailto:gfawdry@sympatica.ca
mailto:pbothwell@cogeco.ca
http://www.jsonline.com/news/wisconsin/The-man-with-the-salmon-plan-b99397807z1-284550491.html
http://www.jsonline.com/news/wisconsin/The-man-with-the-salmon-plan-b99397807z1-284550491.html


KIDS TRAINING DAY 
Saturday, May 30, 2015 

 
The Bluewater Anglers held their annual Kids Training 
Day on Saturday, May 30th. It was another popular and 
successful outing for the kids. Unfortunately, the last 
group and a half of kids got rained out when a 
thunderstorm & torrential rain arrived around 1:15 PM.  
 
In total, 137 kids (out of about 160) plus many parents 
and grandparents got to visit the many displays (RCMP 
Marine unit, OPP Marine unit, Lambton Children's Safety 
Village, Crime Stoppers, Kayak fishing & safety) and  
demonstrations (casting, fly tying, knot tying) before 
catching a fish in our outdoor pond, and finally enjoying 
a hotdog and drink. 
  
We would like to thank ...  
- the Bob Izumi COPS & KIDS organization for sponsoring 
  our Kids Training Day event, 
- the many groups that set up displays,  
- the volunteers who ran the casting, fly tying & knot 
  tying demonstrations, 
- Jo-Anne, Sue & Ralph for coordinating the registration 
  of kids, 
- the many volunteers who helped guide the groups of 
  kids around, helped the kids around the pond, and 
  helped with the cooking of hotdogs, 
- the Point Edward Optimisits for providing the hotdogs, 
  buns and pop. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

FISH TALES ς REAL ONES 
 
Patrick Surdyka, a 16 year old Sarnia student, has a fish 
tale to tell friends when he goes back to school. Patrick 
caught a 16.69 kg (36.8 lb) carp in Bridgeview Marina in 
Point Edward in early July. The full story can be found 
on-line in the July 8th edition of The Sarnia Journal. 
(http://thesarniajournal.ca/fish-tale-massive-carp-
caught-in-point-edward-lives-to-fight-another-day/) 
 
Byron Warwick caught a monster muskellunge while 
fishing off his dock in Corunna. The muskie attacked a 
smallmouth bass that Byron was reeling in. The muskie 
was not weighed but it was estimated to be about 145 
cm (57 inches) long. Luckily, Byron has pictures to back 
up his fish tale. The full story can be found on-line in the 
July 15th edition of The Sarnia Journal. 
(http://thesarniajournal.ca/massive-muskie-is-second-
eye-popping-fish-caught-locally-in-two-weeks/)  

http://thesarniajournal.ca/fish-tale-massive-carp-caught-in-point-edward-lives-to-fight-another-day/
http://thesarniajournal.ca/fish-tale-massive-carp-caught-in-point-edward-lives-to-fight-another-day/
http://thesarniajournal.ca/massive-muskie-is-second-eye-popping-fish-caught-locally-in-two-weeks/
http://thesarniajournal.ca/massive-muskie-is-second-eye-popping-fish-caught-locally-in-two-weeks/


     

 
BLUEWATER ANGLERS FAMILY FUN DERBY  

Saturday, July 11, 2015 
 

Another 'goby' derby is in the books, and it was a dandy. 
 
There were 97 kids and 83 adults registered this year.  
1,005 gobies were brought to the hatchery, and counted 
meticulously by Lou Dallaire, Kevin Thompson and Henry 
Kock. Thanks guys. Hope the 'odeur de goby' disappears 
in a month or two.  
 
The top goby catchers this year were the Doyle group, 
the Ferguson - Lamont group and the Fedora group. 
  
The longest fish winners were ... 
#1. Seth Leblanc with a 59 cm sucker, 
#2. Declan Keane with a 50 cm sucker,  
#3. Connor Lubber with a 48 cm carp, 
#4. Jacob McKay with a 25 cm rock bass, 
#5. Jayden Cates with a 23 cm rock bass. 
  
Conservation Officer Ben Sumner was in attendance at 
the waterfront, talking and mingling with the crowd. He 
came back to the hatchery and handed out information 
and takeaways for the kids.  
  
Thanks to Erics Pro Tackle for the 17 dozen worms that 
were totally consumed, and to Dairy Queen for the 
donation of an ice cream cake coupon and 50 coupons 
for complimentary cones.  
   
Larry Doan, Alan Boam, Dan McDonald and Jake Van 
Rooyen kept the hot dogs rolling for the hungry crowd. 
They were crazy busy when the crowd arrived. Gary 
Mitchell was most helpful with setup and take-down, 
and trucking stuff back to the hatchery. Dick Bornais, 
Bob Daly and Kevin Thompson also assisted in this, as 
well as providing marshalling services to the young 
fisher-people along with Gary. Thanks guys! Thanks 
Kevin Thompson and Yvonne Smout for your help with 
the draw prizes. 
  
This event simply woǳƭŘƴΩǘ happen without all the 
support on the day. If I have missed anybody, I am truly 
sorry.  

  

 
 

 
 

 
 


