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SUMMER 2016

CLUB ACTIVITY CALENDAR
For June - September 2016
June 7
July 9
August 5 - 6
September 13
September 22

General Membership Meeting
Family Fun Fishing Day
Walleye Derby
General Membership Meeting
Fall Big Fish Derby

Check the Bluewater Anglers website or FACEBOOK
for current information on upcoming club events
www.bluewateranglers.com/events.html
www.facebook.com/groups/1513538452226134.

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Tuesday, June 7, 2016
Point Edward Arena & Community Centre
210 Monk Street
Doors open at 7:00 PM
Meeting starts at 7:30 PM
AGENDA
Hatchery Update
Salmon Derby Report
Family Fun Fishing Day
Walleye Derby
Fishing Report
Swap Table
Guest Speaker / Topic
Mike Parker from Handlebarz Muskie Lures and
Guide will give a presentation on fishing Muskie.

HATCHERY REPORT
Everything is looking fairly empty at the hatchery.
After a successful season we are now starting again.
We have 50,000 Ganaraskas Rainbow trout in the
incubator trays and they are off to a good start. We
also have 18,000 Brown trout that were started in
December and they also are off to a nice start.
Stocking was completed in April, just before the
Salmon Derby, with 91,500 Salmon, 33,000 Rainbow
Trout and 11,500 Brown Trout being released. Only
2 trips were made to Port Franks as there was a
major cormorant problem there. A total of 17 trips
were made to stock this year’s fish.
Projects
Once again this summer we will continue with
upgrades at the hatchery. The work won’t be as
strenuous but just as costly. The auto transfer
switch for the generator will be replaced, some
recent problems and lack of available spare parts
makes replacement necessary. The tank 10 area will
be changed. The large round tank will be removed
and replaced by 2 smaller, more easily maintained
tanks.
School Mini-Hatchery Program
The fish from the 3 schools were stocked along with
our fish from the hatchery. The kids from
Lansdowne Public School had a great time stocking
their fish at Port Franks. For the first year this was a
very successful project working with the children
and getting them involved in our mini-hatchery
operations. They learned a lot and we learned with
them.
We are looking forward to the coming year and the
continued successful operation of your hatchery.
Jake

VILLAGE OF POINT EDWARD AND THE
BLUEWATER ANGLERS WALLEYE DERBY
6:00 PM August 5, 2016
9:30 AM August 6, 2016

BLUEWATER ANGLERS
FAMILY FUN FISHING DAY
Saturday, July 9, 2016
8:00 AM – 11:00 AM
This is a FREE activity for families. You do not need an
Ontario fishing licence during the July 2 - 10, 2016
Ontario Family Fishing Week. Sign-in will be at a booth
set up by the Bluewater Anglers at Centennial Park near
the fishy fountain in the parking lot just south of the end
of London Road at Front Street. Everybody must sign in
to receive a bucket to be used to collect your gobies and
get your ticket for a hot dog & pop back at the weigh-in.
Children under 12 must be accompanied by an adult. A
limited number of fishing rods and bait will be available
at the sign-in booth.
You will fish as a family. If your children have brought
friends, they will count as part of your family for the
derby. Boundaries are from Ferry Dock Hill to the
Government Docks. Bluewater Angler volunteers will be
located in the fishing area. They will be able to assist you
as well as measure any fish over 8 inches. This will allow
you to live release the fish if you do not wish to keep it
to eat it.
The weigh-in is at the Hatchery (north of the bridge in Pt.
Edward) between 11:00 AM and 11:30 AM. Bring your
bucket of gobies to be weighed-in and redeem your
ticket for a hot dog & pop. There are prizes for the most
gobies caught. The number of gobies caught divided by
the number of people fishing in your group gives you
your total score. There will be a variety prizes in the
biggest fish category. NOTE: The $100 member big fish
prize does not apply to this family event.
The event will still occur if it is raining. If there is thunder
and lightning in the area, the event will be cancelled.
The Bluewater Anglers will not be liable to or for the loss
of property or for injury to any person (contestant or
spectator). Contestants compete in this event at their
own risk and agree to hold the Bluewater Anglers and
members harmless from any liability, claims and/or cost
of any nature whatsoever.

Any person is eligible to enter the Walleye Derby
provided they have a valid fishing license and have
purchased a $10.00 entry ticket. This is a BOAT and
SHORE event. If fishing in a group, everybody in the
group must have a ticket. Tickets are available at Bucks
Baits and The Outdoorsman until 4:30 PM on Friday,
August 5th. Any money raised will go to support the
Bluewater Anglers.
Start time is 6:00 PM Friday, August 5, 2016. Weigh-in
will be at the Hatchery from 9:00 AM - 9:30 AM on
Saturday, August 6th. You MUST be in line by 9:30 AM to
have your entries qualify. This is a single fish event ... you
can only weigh in one (your largest) walleye. The
Bluewater Anglers Salmon Derby boundaries apply ... in
the St. Clair River south to the south end of Fawn Island,
east to the harbour at Grand Bend, and north to the
trailer park north of Lexington.
Prizes will be awarded for the 10 heaviest walleye.
1st
$500.00
4th
$100.00
nd
th
2
$250.00
5
$50.00
3rd
$125.00
6th-10th $25 each
NOTE: The $100 prize for biggest fish entered by a BWA
member applies to this event.
Special thanks again to the Village of Point Edward for
the donation of the $500 first place prize.
Winners will be announced immediately after
completion of the weigh-in. There will be a minimum of
5 draw prizes with winners drawn from all Walleye
Derby entrants present. You must be present to win a
draw prize. Come out and participate in the event.

Ontario Volunteer Service Award
Ross Bishop, Alan Boam and Al Dezort received the
Ontario Volunteer Service Award for 10 years or more of
volunteering for the Bluewater Anglers. They are well
deserving of this prestigious award for their time giving
back to our local community, and the work done at the
Hatchery and club events. The awards were presented at
the Dante Club on April 15th. Congratulations to Al, Alan
and Ross. Your help is very much appreciated.

CLUB SPRING DERBY
Saturday, April 23, 2016

The weather and the fish were not very cooperative
for the club’s spring outing. Cold and windy
conditions kept most anglers off the water. Only 2
fish were weighed in ... one from shore and one
from a boat. About 40 people came out to watch
the weigh-in, eat some hot dogs, have a chance to
win one of the draw prizes, and hear some fish
stories.
Mathew Dewey won the Shore Trout category
($100) with a 2.62 kg. brown trout.

John Januszkiewicz, more commonly known as
“J-Plug”, won the Salmon category ($100) and the
biggest fish entered by a Bluewater Angler member
($100) with a 0.82 kg. Coho salmon.

Thanks to Bucks Bait and The Outdoorsman for
selling tickets, and all the volunteers who helped
with the cooking and other odd jobs.
Thanks to everybody that participated in the
Bluewater Anglers Club Spring Derby.

2016 SALMON DERBY SUMMARY
The Bluewater Anglers 40th Annual Salmon Derby
was another big success. Overall, the weather
cooperated and the fishing was okay considering
the unseasonably cold water temperatures in Lake
Huron. One thousand two hundred and fifty nine
(1259) fish were entered in the 2016 Salmon Derby.
This is about average (1240) over the last 6 years.
The type and number of fish entered this year are
summarized in the table on page 5. The number of
salmon caught was higher than last year but below
the 6 year average. The number and size of lake
trout entered were above average while the
number of rainbow trout and brown trout entered
were noticeably below average. The number of
walleye entered was well above the 6 year average.
Derby ticket sales (1019 singles and 47 families)
were about 4% lower than last year’s high (1038
singles and 57 families). While the final Salmon
Derby profit is not known at this time, we hope the
2016 Salmon Derby will raise over $20,000 for the
operation of our hatchery. There will be more
information available at the June 7th General
Membership Meeting.
The Bluewater Anglers would like to thank all the
2016 Salmon Derby sponsors and everybody who
participated in this spring’s derby. We hope to see
all of you again next year!
Mark the dates on your 2017 calendar ... the
41st Annual Salmon Derby will start on Friday, April
28, 2017 and end on Sunday, May 7, 2017.

SALMON CATEGORY WINNER

WALLEYE CATEGORY WINNER

Kevin Ewart, Corunna
9.60 lb. Walleye
Kurt Vandenbroek, London
17.96 lb. Chinook Salmon

LAKE TROUT CATEGORY WINNER

TROUT-BOAT CATEGORY WINNER

Wade Thomas, Bright’s Grove
17.10 lb. Lake Trout
LADIES DAY WINNER

Mike Dillabough, Corunna
10.86 lb. Rainbow Trout
TROUT-SHORE CATEGORY WINNER

Nicole McCullough, Strathroy
16.64 lb. Lake Trout

Brocke Fulkerson, Sarnia
15.90 lb. Rainbow Trout

Kurt Vandenbroek, the 2016 winner
in the Salmon Category, donated $500 to the
Bluewater Anglers Hatchery program.

SENIORS DAY WINNER

SUMMARY OF 2010 - 2016 DERBY RESULTS
Fish
Type

Salmon

Bob Wettlaufer, Dashwood
16.32 lb. Lake Trout
KID’S BIG FISH WINNER
Rainbow
Trout

Brown
Trout
Elijah Brown, Petrolia
14.60 lb. Salmon

Walleye

to all the winners in the 2016 Salmon Derby.

Lake
Trout

The Sarnia Aquarium Society donated $500 to the
Bluewater Anglers Hatchery program.

Salmon
Derby
Total
Fish
Entered

Year
2016
2015
2014
2013
2012
2011
2010
2015
2015
2014
2013
2012
2011
2010
2016
2015
2014
2013
2012
2011
2010
2016
2015
2014
2013
2012
2011
2010
2016
2015
2014
2013
2012
2011
2010
2016
2015
2014
2013
2012
2011
2010

Total
Derby
Entries
476
232
745
443
1729
358
722
123
299
224
357
145
106
168
2
9
17
123
59
80
20
222
129
93
147
141
86
224
436
332
75
134
15
101
127
1259
1001
1154
1204
2089
731
1261

Total
Weight
(lbs)
2008.15
1705.61
4024.25
2976.96
7984.31
1817.63
2768.30
657.32
1527.81
1230.00
1752.06
778.15
430.04
793.06
23.16
47.90
86.27
623.38
318.23
468.14
80.64
766.17
470.34
351.61
506.31
463.47
299.90
792.02
3627.72
2596.68
566.66
1436.48
144.84
865.58
874.30
7082.52
6348.34
6308.49
7295.19
9689.00
3881.29
5308.32

Average
Weight
(lbs)
4.22
7.35
5.35
6.72
4.62
5.08
3.83
5.34
5.11
5.75
4.91
5.37
4.06
4.72
11.58
5.32
5.07
5.07
5.39
5.85
4.03
3.45
3.65
3.78
3.44
3.29
3.49
3.54
8.32
7.82
7.56
10.72
9.66
8.57
6.88
5.62
6.34
5.47
6.06
4.64
5.31
4.21

2016 SALMON DERBY WINNERS
Salmon Category (Top 10 Salmon by weight)
1

17.96

Kurt Vandenbroek, London

2

17.30

Kevin Mathews, Sarnia

3

15.92

Scott MacKinlay, Watford

4

15.30

Dave MacGregor, Sarnia

5

15.22

Dave Boon, Corunna

6

15.14

Brad Kuglin, Sarnia

7

14.98

Jim Maxfield, Sarnia

8

14.74

Robert Brunet, Sarnia

9

14.60

Elijah Brown, Petrolia

10

14.48

Stephen Banks, Dashwood

Trout - Boat (Top 5 Rainbow or Brown Trout by weight)
1
10.86
Mike Dillabough, Corunna

Seniors Day Winner (largest fish by weight)
May 4
Bob Wettlaufer, Dashwood 16.32# Lake Trout
Kids Big Fish (largest fish by weight)
May 8
Elijah Brown, Petrolia 14.60# Salmon
Daily Big Fish Winners (includes Sarnia & Port Franks)
Apr 29 17.96# Salmon
Kurt Vandenbroek, London
Apr 30

16.64# Lake Trout Nicole McCullough, Strathroy

May 1

17.30# Salmon

Kevin Mathews, Sarnia

May 2

15.22# Salmon

Dave Boon, Corunna

May 3

17.10# Lake Trout Wade Thomas, Bright’s Grove

May 4

16.32# Lake Trout Bob Wettlaufer, dashwood

May 5

12.78# Salmon

May 6

15.66# Lake Trout Sandra Duke, Kitchener

Steve Kuglin, Sarnia

2

10.65

Sam Cowan, Camlachie

May 7

14.24# Salmon

3

9.02

Stephen Gray, Camlachie

May 8

17.10# Lake Trout Christopher Smith, Sarnia

4

8.76

Paul Blair, Sarnia

5

8.32

Jamie Steinbach, Dashwood

Trout - Shore (Top 5 Rainbow or Brown Trout by weight)
1
15.90
Brocke Fulkerson, Sarnia

Jason Doran, Wallaceburg

Daily Draw Winners - Sarnia Weigh Station
Apr 29

Tyler Pavli, Sarnia

Apr 30

Roger Ellis, Sarnia

May 1

John Fraser, Sarnia

2

12.52

J. Summersgill, Sarnia

May 2

Dino Evangelista, Sarnia

3

8.82

Dino Evangelista, Sarnia

May 3

John Sipkens, Wyoming

4

8.72

Joe Tuskan, Wallaceburg

May 4

Al Metcalfe, Sarnia

5

8.64

John Cote, Point Edward

May 5

Thomas Van Rooyen, Sarnia

May 6

Joe Thompson, Sarnia

May 7

Edward Eves, Burlington

May 8

Pete Bothwell, Bright’s Grove

Lake Trout (Top 5 Lake Trout by weight)
1
17.10
Wade Thomas, Bright’s Grove
2

17.10

Christopher Smith, Sarnia

3

16.64

Nicole McCullough, Strathroy

4

16.32

Bob Wettlaufer, Dashwood

Apr 29

Wayne Gerts, Sarnia

5

16.26

Diane McKinley, Wyoming

Apr 30

Vicki Stewart, Ipperwash

May 1

Ed Dekelver, Sarnia

May 2

Kevin Thompson, Bright’s Grove

Walleye (Top 5 Walleye by weight)
1
9.60
Kevin Ewart, Corunna

Daily Draw Winners - Port Franks Weigh Station

2

8.92

Ryan Henry, Kettle Point

May 3

Adam McCullough, Strathroy

3

8.70

Alan Boam, Sarnia

May 4

Steve Daly, St. Thomas

4

7.34

John Kurian, Sarnia

May 5

Jamie Tadgell, Port Franks

5

6.90

Brian Walne, London

May 6
May 7

Errol Burgess, Camlachie
Carl MacMillan, Bright’s Grove

May 8

John Klazinga, Sarnia

Ladies Day Winner (largest fish by weight)
Apr 30 Nicole McCullough, Strathroy 16.64# Lake Trout

2016 SALMON DERBY DRAW PRIZE WINNERS

The winner of the
2016 SALMON DERBY BIGGEST FISH PRIZE, a 1 day Tuna
Charter with Island's End Tuna Charters plus 2 nights for 2
people at the Island's End Motel, compliments of TROUT
RIVER INDUSTRIES, is Kurt Vandenbroek from London.

The winner of the SALMON
DERBY BONUS DRAW PRIZE, an Excalibur Crossbow,
compliments of The OUTDOORSMAN,
is Amanda Tadgell from Port Franks.

The winner of the
40 ANNIVERSARY DRAW PRIZE, a 1 day Tuna Charter
with Waypoint 04 Deep Sea Fishing & Marine Adventures
plus 2 nights for 2 people at the West Point Lighthouse
Inn, compliments of TROUT RIVER INDUSTRIES,
is David Jolliffe from Strathroy.
th

The winner of the
MEMBERS ONLY DRAW PRIZE, a $1000 Canadian Tire
Gift Card, compliments of CANADIAN TIRE,
is Arthur MacDonald from Thedford.

2016 SALMON DERBY SPONSORS

Our sponsors are the reason that the Salmon Derby is so successful each year.
We appreciate the continued generous support.
Please support our sponsors when you make your purchases.

Tania Taylor, BScN, was the guest speaker at the April 5th General Membership Meeting. She gave
an excellent presentation on Lyme Disease. Everybody needs to be aware of the dangers that ticks
can pose, and the symptoms and treatment of Lyme Disease. We felt the information was important
enough to include a copy of her presentation slides in the FISH TALES newsletter.

LYME DISEASE
Lyme disease is an infection caused by the corkscrew-shaped
bacteria, Borrelia burgdorferi. In Ontario, these bacteria are
spread by the bite of blacklegged ticks (formerly called deer
ticks), Ixodes scapularis. The blacklegged tick can be found
sporadically throughout the province.
Blacklegged ticks are the only type of tick in Ontario that can
consistently transmit Lyme disease. Even with a bite from an
infected blacklegged tick, there is only a small chance of getting
Lyme disease.
Ticks are most likely to transmit infection after being attached
for more than 24 hours of feeding (see attached figure)
because the bacteria requires time to migrate from the tick's
gut to its salivary glands. Because of this delay, prompt
detection and removal of ticks is one of the key methods of
preventing Lyme disease.
Early symptoms of Lyme disease usually occurs within one to
two weeks, but can occur as soon as three days or as long as a
month, after a tick bite. If you develop: fever, headache, muscle
and joint pains, fatigue and a skin rash, especially one that
looks like a red bull's eye (called erythema migrans), promptly
seek medical advice.
In most circumstances in Ontario, antibiotic treatment is not
necessary if someone has been bitten by a tick. If a tick is
discovered attached to a person, the tick should be promptly
removed (see below). The tick can be identified through a
doctor and/or public health unit. If the tick is a blacklegged tick,

it will be tested for Lyme disease. Medical attention should be
sought if any symptoms of early Lyme disease develop within
30 days of removal of the tick. In rare instances, antibiotic
treatment may be recommended if the tick was attached for a
long time (more than 24 hours), the person had been visiting an
area where Lyme disease is relatively common, or the tick is not
available for testing and the patient has symptoms of early
Lyme disease. If symptoms of Lyme disease develop, antibiotics
should prevent further complications. The earlier treatment is
received, the better. If the initial infection is not treated,
symptoms involving the heart, nervous system or joints can
occur.
More information can be found at
http://health.gov.on.ca/en/public/publications/disease/lyme.aspx

TICK KIT
Carry a tick kit to save the tick after it is removed.

The following extract is copied from the Great Lakes Sportsfishing Council’s GREAT LAKES BASIN REPORT Special Report – Lakes Huron & Superior. You can read the full report on the Bluewater Anglers website at
www.bluewateranglers.com.

Lake Huron Chinook Salmon Fishery Unlikely To Recover
University of Michigan School of Natural Resources-led computer-modeling study
Lake Huron's Chinook salmon fishery will likely never return to
its glory days because the lake can no longer support the
predatory fish's main food source, alewife, according to a new
Univ. of Michigan study.
The study's results suggest that Lake Huron managers should
focus on restoration of native species such as lake trout,
walleye, whitefish and herring. The findings also suggest that if
current trends continue, Lake Michigan will likely experience an
alewife collapse similar to Lake Huron's, followed by the crash
of its Chinook salmon fishery there.
"These results serve as a reality check for those who continue
to pressure the managers to stock Chinook salmon in Lake
Huron," said study co-author Sara Adlerstein-Gonzalez, a fishery
scientist at U-M's School of Natural Resources. "The findings are
also good news for native fish species and for the restoration of
the entire Lake Huron ecosystem. Maybe we should celebrate
the improvements in the native fish populations and try to
adapt to this new situation."
A paper summarizing the findings was published in the
journal Ecosystems on March 14. The paper's first author is YuChun Kao, who conducted the work for his doctoral dissertation
at U-M under Adlerstein-Gonzalez. He is now a postdoctoral
researcher at Michigan State University and works at the U.S.
Geological Survey's Great Lakes Science Center in Ann Arbor.
The other author of the paper is Ed Rutherford of NOAA’s Great
Lakes Environmental Research Laboratory in Ann Arbor.
Pacific salmon were introduced into the Great Lakes 50 years
ago to establish a new recreational fishery and to help control
alewives, a non-native species that entered the lakes in the late
1940s. Alewives soon became the main prey species for Chinook
salmon and lake trout, which are staples of a fishery valued at
more than $4 billion per year.
Lake Huron's alewife population collapsed in 2003, and a
sharp Chinook salmon decline soon followed. Michigan and the
province of Ontario stopped stocking Chinook salmon in
southern Lake Huron in 2014 but continue to stock in the
northern part of the lake. In Lake Michigan, where populations
of both alewives and salmon are declining, stocking of Chinooks
continues at significantly reduced levels.
The new study is the first attempt to use a food-web
modeling approach to assess the various factors behind the
2003 collapse of Lake Huron alewives and the implications for
future fish populations there. The total weight or "biomass" of
alewives in Lake Huron plunged by more than 90% between
2002 and 2003, and the exact causes of the collapse are still
debated by anglers and biologists.
Some researchers say the alewife collapse was mainly due to
too much predation by Chinook salmon and native lake trout.
Others say it likely resulted from a drop in food availability tied

to the explosive spread of zebra and quagga mussels in the late
1980s.
The computer simulations in the new study show that the
collapse was caused by a combination of predation and food
limitation—and that predation alone would not have caused
the crash. The spread of the non-native mussels, coupled with
declining levels of the nutrient phosphorus entering the lake
from rivers and streams, were essential factors, according to
the new study.
The Lake Huron dominoes fell sequentially, according to the
report. First came increased predation of alewives, due initially
to heavier stocking of Chinook salmon and later the result of
increased natural reproduction of salmon and a drop in sealamprey mortality. Predation of Lake Huron alewives likely
peaked in the mid-1980s and then remained roughly constant
until the alewife collapse, according to the new simulations.
Beginning in the 1990s, quagga mussels spread quickly at a
time when the level of phosphorus flowing into the lake from
rivers and streams was dropping in response to nutrient
abatement programs initiated in the 1970s. Mussels in Lake
Huron's Saginaw Bay compounded the problem by sucking up
and storing nutrients near the shore, preventing them from
making it into Lake Huron's main basin.
The loss of essential nutrients in the main basin reduced the
amount of algae at the base of the Lake Huron food web, and
zooplankton suffered.
At the time, alewives and rainbow smelt were the two most
important prey species for Chinook salmon in Lake Huron. The
new computer simulations show that rainbow smelt suffered
significant declines before alewives did, dropping 78% by 2002.
Deprived of a favorite food, Chinook salmon began to rely more
heavily on alewives, and this increased predation hastened the
alewife population collapse, according to the study. This
sequence of events can be used to assess the likelihood of an
alewife and Chinook salmon collapse in lakes Michigan and
Ontario, the researchers said.
"We are seeing all the same warning signs in lakes Michigan
and Ontario," Kao said. "We're seeing decreasing nutrient
loads, a decrease in soft-bodied, bottom-dwelling invertebrates
due to the mussels, a decrease in rainbow smelt and, as a
result, Chinook salmon feeding almost solely on alewives."
With researchers from Michigan State and the USGS, Kao is
working on a follow-up modeling study that focuses specifically
on the Lake Michigan food web.
Funding for the Lake Huron study was provided by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency through the Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative and by NOAA's Center for Sponsored
Coastal Ocean Research.

