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JANUARY GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Tuesday, January 9, 2018
Point Edward Arena & Community Centre
210 Monk Street
Doors open at 7:00 PM
Meeting starts at 7:30 PM

WINTER 2018
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2017 Treasurer’s Report
Hatchery Update
Hatchery Open House
Salmon Derby Update
Club Events - Ice Fishing Derby
Fishing Report

PRESIDENT’S YEAR END REVIEW
This is a good time to reflect on a successful 2017 and to
look forward to what lies ahead in 2018.
First off, I would like to thank the Hatchery operators, the
Salmon Derby Committee members, the Club Events
Coordinators, the Board of Directors and all the other
volunteers for their efforts during 2017. We had another
good year raising Rainbow Trout and Brown Trout while
our Salmon rearing efforts were less satisfying due to a
lack of eggs collected in the fall of 2016. It looks like 2018
will be a similar story. The school mini hatchery program
expanded from 3 to 5 schools in 2017 and has expanded
to 7 schools this winter. The involvement and enthusiasm
of the kids are very heart warming to see. We had a
successful Salmon Derby despite the terrible weather. The
Salmon Derby raised $13,700 for hatchery operations.
Sadly, several club members passed away during 2017.
The folks running our programs are getting older and
finding it more challenging each year. We need some
younger people to get involved in 2018 to successfully
continue some of our club activities. Membership has
held steady the last few years but we would like to try to
increase it in 2018. Help sign up some new members ...
sons, daughter, grand kids, friends and neighbours.
Best wishes for 2018

Ed Holubowicz, President

GUEST SPEAKERS / TOPICS
The Bluewater Anglers are privileged to have Scottie
Martin and Mike Borovic from the Canadian Fishing
Network attend the January 9, 2018 Bluewater Anglers
General Membership Meeting. Don’t miss this
opportunity to meet Scottie and Mike and hear their
presentation on walleye fishing. Everyone is welcome.

One third of the Bluewater Anglers’ Board of Directors is
elected to a 3 year term at the first General Membership
Meeting of each year. At least five (5) new directors are
needed for the 2018 - 2020 term. We encourage both
shore and boat fishermen & fisherwomen to get
involved in helping run your club. New people bring new
ideas and new perspectives that help our club grow and
prosper. This is your chance to get involved and help run
your club. The Board of Directors meet the first
Wednesday of each month at 7:00 PM at the hatchery.
Any club member interested in becoming a director or
who knows a club member who is interested, please
contact Ed Holubowicz (EHolubowicz@Flowserve.com or
519-381-1810) before the January 9th General
Membership Meeting. Nominations will be accepted
from the floor at the January 9th General Membership
Meeting.

HATCHERY REPORT
Hatchery Operations: We enter the New Year with the
tanks starting to fill with fish. They are not as full as we
would have liked to see but that is the nature of our
work and the environment we can’t control.

Pick up a copy of the 2018 Listing of Events at the
January 9th General Meeting. Check the Bluewater
Anglers website (www.bluewateranglers.com) or
Facebook for current information on upcoming events.

2018 - 2020 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
The Board of Directors would like to acknowledge and
thank this year’s retiring directors for their service and
dedication during the past 3 years. The retiring directors
are John Barneveld, David Bornais, Lou Dallaire, Ed
Holubowicz, John Klazinga, Gary Mitchell and Kevin
Thompson.

The fall Salmon egg collection (approx. 80,000) fell short
of our quota (110,000) and the eggs had a very poor
fertilization rate. The main contributing factor was the
water temperature. We were at or above the critical
collection temperature of 15C degrees for most of the
egg collection period. We made 6 trips to Owen Sound
for egg collection and additional egg collections were
made by the Lake Huron Fishing Club and the Georgian
Triangle Anglers. A lot of physical help was provided by
the GTA. At this point, we estimate we have between
30,000 and 40,000 Salmon fry in the hatchery. A better
number will be available as soon as we can do an
accurate weight of what we have.
We received a new batch of 25,000 eyed-up Brown
Trout eggs on November 28th. This is about a month
earlier than normal so this should give us a good head
start for their development. We released approximately
17,000 Brown Trout from the 2016 batch in early
November. We have held about 3,000 of the smaller
Brown Trout for spring release. These fish are already
averaging 20 grams so they will be close to 50 grams by
next spring.
The last of the 2016 Rainbow Trout were stocked in early
November. The 2,500 Rainbow Trout averaged 60 grams

and this should give them a strong start in the wild. The
hatchery currently has 40,000 Rainbow Trout fingerlings
that were started in April. These fish will be ready for
spring stocking.
Another successful year was enjoyed by our public pond
Rainbow Trout as they more than earned their keep. The
Brown Trout were not as visible but they were there at
feeding time. The modifications made to the feeder area
made public access easier. A lot of positive comments
were received from the public.

$1000 SCHOLARSHIP - CHARLOTTE TOYNE
The Bluewater Anglers awarded a $1,000 scholarship to
Charlotte Toyne towards her post secondary studies at
Kings College at Western University in London. Charlotte
has been a member of the Saturday Hatchery Crew for
several years and a frequent volunteer at other club
activities. The Bluewater Anglers will miss her help and
enthusiasm. We wish Charlotte all the best.

School Mini-Hatcheries: Once again we have started the
mini hatcheries in the local schools. Two new schools
were added this year giving us a total of 7 schools that
we are mentoring this winter. Each school was started
with 35 eggs delivered at the eye-up stage of
development. It is very encouraging to watch the
children’s involvement and excitement when they see a
fish pop out of an egg. Smiles are a very contagious
thing. The mini hatcheries and the operating supplies
come through the Lake Huron Fishing Club in Kincardine
and they are funded by donations from Bruce Power.
Where are we going? Every year it is becoming more
evident that the available hatchery workers are getting
older. Our daily hatchery work crews are doing a great
job raising the fish but getting the fish is another story. It
really showed up this fall during the Salmon egg
collection. If it wasn’t for Tony Degasperis and the help
he brought from the Georgian Triangle Club, we would
not have the eggs we do have. Either that or we could
have had some serious injuries as us 70+ year old egg
collectors just do not move and bend like we used to.
The recent calls for help have resulted in very little
response from the younger population of fisher people.
We need some young blood to help carry our fishing
heritage to the next generation. Think about it.
Jake

FIN-CLIPPING RAINBOW TROUT
The Ganaraskas Rainbow Trout are just about ready to
clip. We will be doing this on Wednesday, January 17,
2018. There are about 40,000 fish to clip so we need a
good sized crew to get it all done in one day. There will
be signup sheets at the January 9th General Membership
Meeting and at the hatchery. If you are interested in
helping, please sign up or give Jake a call at 519-8692371. No experience is required. We supply the scissors.
Lunch will be served at the hatchery.

The Bluewater Anglers are selling OFAH Conservation
Lottery tickets as a club fund raiser. There are a total of
140 prizes worth $378,574.55 to be won. The Early Bird
Draw (40 prizes) will be held on March 2, 2018 and the
Main Draw (100 prizes) will be held on June 1, 2018.
Please buy your OFAH Conservation Lottery from a
Bluewater Anglers club member. The club will receive
$9.00 back for each book of tickets we sell. OFAH
Conservation Lottery tickets are $3.00 each or $30.00
for a book of 10 tickets. Tickets can be purchased at the
January 9th & April 10th General Membership Meetings,
the February 23th - 25th London Boat, Fishing & Outdoor
Show, the March 17th - 18th Hatchery Open House or
from any member of the Board of Directors.
If you would like one or more books of OFAH Lottery
tickets to sell to friends or co-workers, please contact
Paul Heckley (519-869-2593 or pheckley@outlook.com).

ICE FISHING DERBY
Saturday, February 17, 2018

HATCHERY OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, March 17th & Sunday, March 18th
10:00 AM – 4:00 PM
Bring your family and friends to see how we raise fish
during our annual Hatchery Open House on Saturday,
March 17th and Sunday, March 18th between 10:00 AM 4:00 PM each day. We invite all club members and the
public to come and see the major improvements that
have been made to the hatchery. This is the future
fish stock for the local waters. Come and visit us.

WILDLIFE PRINT SILENT AUCTION
If Mother Nature cooperates and provides some safe ice,
the Ice Fishing Derby will be the first club event of 2018.
The outing is held on the first license free weekend in
Ontario … so no fishing license is needed. The Ice Fishing
Derby is open to both club members and the general
public. Bring the family and/or a friend and enjoy a
pleasant morning on Sarnia Bay.
An entry fee of $5.00 per person must accompany the
entry form. Entry forms and complete Ice Fishing Derby
information will be available at the January 9th General
Membership Meeting. The Outdoorsman and Bucks Bait
will have application forms until 4:30 PM on Friday,
February 16th. Tickets will be available at the Sarnia Bay
Marina parking lot on Saturday morning February 17th
between 7:30 AM - 9:00 AM. You must buy your Ice
Fishing Derby ticket before you start fishing.
The Ice Fishing Derby starts at 6:00 AM on Saturday,
February 17th. Participants can bring their catch to the
weigh-in station located at the Sarnia Bay Marina parking
lot anytime during the morning. All fish must be weighed
in by 11:00 AM. Prizes will be based on 90% of the ticket
sales and 10% will go to the Bluewater Anglers Hatchery.
Cash prizes will be awarded based on weight in each of
the three fish categories ... Panfish (including perch,
crappie, sunfish, rock bass), Pike, and Trout (Rainbow and
Brown trout). You are allowed to enter only one fish per
category. If no fish are entered in a category, the prizes in
that fish category will be added to the Panfish category.
Prizes will be awarded after the weigh-in closes at 11:00
AM.
Draw prizes will be made from entrants 12 and under, and
from entrants 13 and over. Draw Prize winners must be
present for the draws made at the close of the weigh-in.

Bluewater Angler member Erich Hering of London has
generously donated seven framed wildlife prints to the
Bluewater Anglers. The prints will be auctioned during
upcoming 2018 events. All proceeds will go towards the
Bluewater Anglers hatchery program.
The first silent auction will be held at the January 9th
General Membership Meeting for Arnold Nogy’s print
TWILIGHT IN ALGONQUIN (#342 of 2200). The reserve
minimum bid will be $100.00.

Tuesday Crew

2018 HATCHERY OPERATORS
The successful operation of our hatchery depends on the
dedication and expertise of our volunteer hatchery
operators. We are fortunate to have an excellent group of
Bluewater Anglers members, and non-members, who
make up one or more of the daily hatchery operator
crews. Each crew comes in one morning a week for 1 - 2
hours to take care of the fish, and to do routine hatchery
checks and maintenance. We would like to recognize and
thank the current hatchery operators for their dedication.
A good job … very well done!
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FALL BIG FISH DERBY
Saturday, September 23, 2017
Conditions were good for the club’s Fall Big Fish Derby
... HOT, calm and sunny. Unfortunately, participation
was down significantly from previous year. Only 30
anglers entered in the club derby. There were 4 fish
entered (versus 2 in 2016 and 0 in 2015).
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Saturday Crew
1st Place:
2nd Place:
3rd Place:
4th Place:

Ryan Sharpe with a 2.91 kg Salmon.
Brad Kuglin with a 1.77 kg Rainbow Trout.
Dana Lawrence with a 1.43 kg Rainbow Trout.
Scott Lawrence with a 1.18 kg Salmon.

Five draw prizes were drawn from the 15 – 20 people
who attended the weigh-in at the hatchery.
Thanks to ...
- Mr. and Mrs. J-Plug for preparing the hot dogs,
- Frank Turnbull for weighing the entries, and
- Bob Daly for the presentation of prizes.
Ed
Desantis

Doug
McLean

Salem
McLean

Henry
Kock
Bob Thorpe donated $150
to the Bluewater Anglers hatchery program.

Gary Mitchell donated $75
to the Bluewater Anglers hatchery program.

LONDON BOAT, FISHING
& OUTDOOR SHOW
February 23 - 25, 2018

The Suncor Energy Foundation donated $1,000 to the
Bluewater Anglers in recognition of Suncor retiree Al
Dezort’s volunteer activities with the Bluewater Anglers.

The Bluewater Anglers will have a booth at the 35th
Annual LONDON BOAT, FISHING & OUTDOOR SHOW at
the Western Fair District Agriplex & Arena on February
23 - 25, 2018. This is an opportunity to promote the
Bluewater Anglers club and the 2018 Salmon Derby.
Bluewater Anglers information & memberships, Salmon
Derby information & tickets, and OFAH Conservation
Lottery tickets will be available at the Bluewater Anglers
booth. Drop by our booth (#606) and say “Hi”.

2018 SALMON DERBY
The 42nd Annual 2018 Salmon Derby runs from Friday,
April 27 to Sunday, May 6, 2018. The planning for next
spring’s Salmon Derby Salmon Derby is well underway.
The 2018 Salmon Derby Committee has been working
since late September to plan and prepare for the 2018
Salmon Derby.
The Salmon Derby total prize value will be $40,000 with
no major changes to the derby format, prize structure or
weigh-in stations. The initial response from previous and
potential new Salmon Derby sponsors and tabloid
advertisers has been very positive through midDecember. It appears that most of our previous derby
sponsors and advertisers will return for the 2018 Salmon
Derby. If you know of any company that might be
interested in becoming a Salmon Derby sponsor, please
contact Gerry Fawdry (gfawdry@sympatico.ca or 519542-2764). We will be happy to follow up on any leads.

The two Tuna Charters are back again in 2018. One
Tuna Charter will be awarded to the person who enters
the largest Lake Trout during the derby. The second
Tuna Charter winner will be drawn from all Salmon
Derby participants who enter a fish during the derby.
The popular Bonus Draw Prize (sponsored by The
Outdoorsman) and the Bluewater Anglers Members
Only Draw Prize (sponsored by Canadian Tire Sarnia)
will be part of the Salmon Derby prize package.
There will be more 2018 Salmon Derby information at
the January 9th General Meeting.

2018 SALMON DERBY MAJOR SPONSORS
As of mid-December, the following companies are the
major sponsors of the 2018 Salmon Derby.

The Village of Point Edward and KOOLATRON have
returned as the Corporate Sponsors of the Salmon
Derby. The Village of Point Edward is donating the
$5,000 first prize to be awarded to the lucky angler who
catches the largest salmon during the derby.
KOOLATRON is donating the 20 Daily Draw Prizes
awarded during the derby in addition to 10 additional
derby prizes.

2018 SALMON DERBY COMMITTEE

Seated:
Bob Daly, Helen Blondin, Lloyd Blondin, Paul Heckley
Standing:
John Barneveld, Ralph Eves, Fred Wondergem, Henry
Kock, Linda Miller, Kevin Thompson, Ed Holubowicz,
Gerry Fawdry, David Bornais, Pete Bothwell,

Island’s End Tuna Charters Deep Sea Fishing & Marine Adventures

2017 YEAR END VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION FISH FRY
Approximately 55 club volunteers enjoyed the annual Volunteer Appreciation Fish Fry held on December 13th.
A great meal and time were had by all. Many thanks to Jake, the walleye catchers and the cooks    

BLUEWATER ANGLERS AND OFAH MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
The Bluewater Anglers are an affiliated club of the Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH). Membership in the
Bluewater Anglers includes membership in Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH) since all members of an affiliated
club must also be members of OFAH (www.ofah.org). Members can choose between a “basic” OFAH membership which
includes the personal insurance and OFAH benefits but not the Ontario Out of Doors (OOD) magazine or the “full” OFAH
membership which includes the personal insurance and OFAH benefits plus the Ontario Out of Doors (OOD) magazine. If you
have a current Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH) membership through another club or organization, then you
only need to pay for your regular Bluewater Anglers membership.
Complete the form below to become a Bluewater Anglers member or to renew your current membership. More information
about membership benefits can be found at www.bluewateranglers.com/membership.html and www.ofah.org. Contact Ralph
or Jo-Anne Eves (519-383-0873 or r_gary_1217@outlook.com) for more information.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

