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WINTER 2020

2020 ‐ 2022 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
The Board of Directors would like to acknowledge and
thank this year’s retiring directors for their service and
dedication during the past 3 years. This year we have 9
directors reaching the end of their term:

JANUARY GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETING
Tuesday, January 7, 2020
Point Edward Arena & Community Centre
210 Monk Street
Doors open at 7:00 PM
Meeting starts at 7:30 PM
AGENDA
Election of Directors for 2020 ‐ 2022
2019 Treasurer’s Report
Hatchery Update
Hatchery Open House
Salmon Derby Update
Club Events ‐ Ice Fishing Derby
Fishing Report
GUEST SPEAKERS / TOPICS
St. Clair River Presentation
Fisheries and Oceans Canada

Ron Allison
Ross Bishop
Dino Evangelista
Jo‐Anne Eves
Ralph Eves

Al Dezort
Harry Harris
Frank Turnbull
Jake Van Rooyen

One third of the Bluewater Anglers’ Board of Directors is
elected to a 3‐year term at the first General
Membership Meeting of each year. At least 5 new
directors are needed for the 2020 ‐ 2022 term. We
encourage fisherwomen and fishermen who fish from
shore or boat to get involved with helping to run your
club. New people bring new ideas and new perspectives
that help our club grow and prosper. This is your chance
to get involved and help run your club. The Board of
Directors meet the first Wednesday of each month at
7:00 PM at the hatchery.
Any club member interested in becoming a director or
who knows a club member who is interested, please
contact Paul Heckley (pheckley@outlook.com; 519‐869‐
2593) before the January 7th General Meeting.
Nominations will be accepted from the floor at the
January 7th General Membership Meeting.

HATCHERY REPORT
CLUB ACTIVITY CALENDAR
For January – June 2020
January 7
January 8
February 5
February 15
February 21‐23
March 4
March 21 ‐ 22
April 1
April 7
April 25
May 6
May 1 ‐ 10
June 3
June 13

General Membership Meeting
Board of Directors Meeting
Board of Directors Meeting
Ice Fishing Derby
London Boat, Fishing & Outdoor Show
Board of Directors Meeting
Hatchery Open House
Board of Directors Meeting
General Membership Meeting
Club Spring Derby
Board of Directors Meeting
Bluewater Anglers 2020 Salmon Derby
Board of Directors Meeting
Shoreline Clean Up

Pick up a copy of the complete Listing of Events 2020 at
the next General Membership Meeting. Check the
Bluewater Anglers website for current information on
upcoming club events at www.bluewateranglers.com.

NEW! ‐ @bluewateranglers
Check out our new Instagram page! Follow us to keep
up with events and club activities, and tag us in your
fishing photos to be featured!

The hatchery is starting to fill up. Since our September
newsletter we have been very busy and all in a positive
way. At the end of September, we made our annual egg
collection trip to Owen Sound. We hit the Salmon run
just about perfect as we had our collection completed in
2 days. The fish were much larger than we have seen in
the past number of years, getting closer to the size we
have seen in the old days. The numbers are still down
but the quality was excellent. At this point in
development the eggs are all hatched and should go to
the feeding tanks before Christmas. We will have a
better update at the general meeting, but at this point
we should be stocking close to 90,000 Salmon this
spring.
In late October we completed our fall stocking with
16,500 Brown Trout and 3,600 holdover Rainbows
stocked. We waited late in the season hoping the
Cormorants had left the area, and we didn’t see any
during stocking. This freed up much needed tank space
for other fish.
Our Rainbow Trout were out growing their tanks, so we
had a fin clipping day in mid November. It was a little
warmer than mid‐January. Then we moved them to
larger tanks, and they are happy and growing. We
should stock about 50,000 in the spring and hold the
remainder for a fall planting. This will produce some fish
around 70 to 80 grams which will stand a higher level of
survival.
The next batches of Brown Trout are expected in late
December or the first of January. This will be 25,000
eyed‐up eggs from the MNRF hatchery at Chatsworth.
Come spring the hatchery will be full; last spring we had
fish in every tank which hasn’t happened in a long time.
I am looking for the same thing this coming year.

#takeakidfishing

A special thanks to all the volunteers who make the
whole process work: the daily operators, the fish
stockers, the egg collectors, the fin clippers and the
fund raisers. Without this dedication we would not be
able to exist. Think about it, this is your fishery, DO YOU
PUT ANYTHING INTO IT?
‐ Jake

FISH STOCKING NUMBERS: 2010 ‐ 2019
Year

Brown Trout

Rainbow Trout

Salmon

Total

2010

32,300

12,500

18,000

62,800

2011

17,000

42,000

87,000

146,000

2012

14,200

30,000

83,000

127,200

2013

16,550

35,000

3,200

54,750

2014

15,250

46,400

75,800

137,450

2015

0

35,000

75,000

110,000

2016

22,900

32,750

91,500

147,150

2017

4,500

43,400

10,900

58,800

2018

25,000

40,000

60,000

125,000

2019

17,830

40,640

89,000

147,470

TOTAL

165,530

357,690

593,400

1,116,620

FIN‐CLIPPING THE RAINBOW TROUT
A group of approximately 25 volunteers made short
work of fin‐clipping the approximately 65,000 Rainbow
Trout fingerlings over 2 days in November. The adipose
fin was clipped on each fish in preparation for stocking.
Thanks to everybody who came out to help. It was a job
very well done.

HELP WANTED
2020 SALMON DERBY WEIGH‐IN STATIONS
We are looking for 3 people to work at the Sarnia or
Port Franks weigh‐in stations during the 2020 Salmon
Derby.
Position #1: Identify and weigh in fish at the Sarnia
weigh‐in station. The successful candidate ...
‐ must be able to reliably identify the 5 species of fish
(salmon, lake trout, rainbow trout, brown trout and
walleye) that can be entered in the Salmon Derby,
‐ must be willing to handle fish during the weighing
process,
‐ must be available from Friday, May 1, 2020 to
Sunday, May 10, 2020,
‐ should be available from 12:00 PM (noon) to 8:00
PM each day.
Positions #2 & #3: Register fish at the Sarnia or Port
Franks weigh‐in stations. The successful candidates ...
‐ must have basic or intermediate computer
keyboarding (typing) skills to reliably enter derby
participant and fish information into the Salmon
Derby database,
‐ must be available from Friday, May 1, 2020 to
Sunday, May 10, 2020,
‐ should be available from 12:00 PM (noon) to 8:00
PM each day.
If you are interested, or know somebody who might be
interested, in any of these 3 positions please contact
Paul Heckley (519‐869‐2593; pheckley@outlook.com).

ICE FISHING DERBY
Saturday, February 15, 2020
The Ice Fishing Derby is the first club event of 2020.
Hopefully, Mother Nature will cooperate. We hope to
have a record turnout like the last derby (two years ago).
The outing is held on the first license‐free weekend in
Ontario, so no fishing license is needed! The Ice Fishing
Derby is open to both club members and the general
public. Bring the family and some friends and enjoy a
morning fishing on Sarnia Bay.

DONATION
An $810 donation to the Bluewater Anglers
was received in memoriam of Clarence Lewis
from his family and friends.

An entry fee of $5.00 per person must accompany the
entry form. Entry forms and complete Ice Fishing Derby
information will be available at the January 7th General
Membership Meeting. The Outdoorsman and Bucks Bait
will have application forms until 4:30 PM on Friday,
February 14th. Tickets will be available at the Sarnia Bay
Marina parking lot on Saturday morning February 15th
between 7:30 AM ‐ 9:00 AM. You must buy your Ice
Fishing Derby ticket before you start fishing.
The Ice Fishing Derby starts at 6:00 AM on Saturday,
February 15th. Participants can bring their catch to the
weigh‐in station located at the Sarnia Bay Marina boat
ramp anytime during the morning. All fish must be
weighed in by 11:00 AM. Prizes will be based on 90% of
the ticket sales. 10% will go to the Bluewater Anglers
Hatchery. Cash prizes will be awarded based on weight in
each of the three fish categories ... Panfish (including
perch, crappie, sunfish, rock bass), Pike, and Trout
(Rainbow and Brown Trout). You may enter only one fish
per category. If no fish are entered in a category, the
prizes in that fish category will be added to the Panfish
category. Prizes will be awarded immediately after the
weigh‐in closes at 11:00 AM.
Draw prizes will be made from entrants 12 and under, and
from entrants 13 and over. Draw Prize winners must be
present for the draws made at the close of the weigh‐in.

Increase the thicknesses for poorer quality ice.

2019 YEAR END VOLUNTEER
APPRECIATION FISH FRY
Approximately 35 club volunteers enjoyed the annual
Volunteer Appreciation Fish Fry held on December 11th.
A great meal and time were had by all. Many thanks to
Jake, the walleye catchers and the cooks 

BLUEWATER ANGLERS GLASS STEINS
Get your own Bluewater Anglers engraved glass stein.
The steins produced locally by Sparks Business
Solutions will hold 750 ml of your favorite beverage.
The cost is $25.00 for the engraved glass stein or $30.00
if you would like your name added to the engraved
stein. Contact Jo‐Anne or Ralph Eves (519‐383‐0873 or
r_gary_1217@outlook.com) if you would like to order a
Bluewater Anglers glass stein. The steins will be
available for purchase at the January 7th General
Membership meeting.

LONDON BOAT, FISHING
& OUTDOOR SHOW
February 21 ‐ 23, 2020
The Bluewater Anglers will have a booth at the 37th
Annual LONDON BOAT, FISHING & OUTDOOR SHOW at
the Western Fair District Agriplex & Arena on February
21 ‐ 23, 2020. This is an opportunity to promote the
2020 Salmon Derby and the Bluewater Anglers club.
Bluewater Anglers information & memberships, Salmon
Derby information & tickets, and OFAH Conservation
Lottery tickets will be available at the Bluewater Anglers
booth. Drop by our booth (#626) and say “Hi”.

HATCHERY OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, March 21st & Sunday, March 22nd
10:00 AM – 4:00 PM
Come and see how we raise fish during our annual
Hatchery Open House on Saturday, March 21st or
Sunday, March 22nd between 10:00 AM ‐ 4:00 PM each
day. We invite all club members and the public to come
and see the major improvements that have been made
to the hatchery. This is the future fish stock for the local
waters. Bring your family and friends. Come and visit us.

Don Gagnier presents $1,000 to Pete Bothwell

Don Gagnier donated $1,000 to the Bluewater Anglers
hatchery. Don was one of the earliest club members.
He was part of the group that built and operated the
pilot hatchery and the full scale hatchery.

2019 ‐ 2020 HATCHERY OPERATORS
The successful operation of our hatchery depends on the
dedication and expertise of our volunteer hatchery
operators. We are fortunate to have an excellent group of
Bluewater Anglers members, and non‐members, who
make up the daily hatchery operator crews. Each crew
comes in one morning a week for 1 ‐ 2 hours to clean the
tanks, feed the fish, and do routine hatchery checks and
maintenance. We would like to recognize and thank the
current hatchery operators for their dedication.
A good job … very well done!

Sunday Crew

David
Bornais

John
Klazinga

Brock
McNally

Doug
Gatecliff

Monday Crew

John
Barneveld

Ross
Bishop

Larry
Doan

Gary
Willock

Thursday Crew

Blake
Durdle

Paul
Heckley

Tuesday Crew

Standing:
Seated:

Lou
Dallaire

Wednesday Crew

Pete
Bothwell

Bob
Thorpe

Dennis Paul
Tom
Mather Mordan Nelligan

Bob
Daly

Friday Crew

Tom
Tom
Jake
Watson
Brown Van Rooyen
Ron Allison
Gerry Lanteigne

Al
Dave
Metcalfe
Hicks
Missing: John Knight

Jeff
Berry

Joe
Aitken

Maurice
Cameron

Alan
Boam

Al
Dezort

Saturday Crew

Fred
Brown

Doug
McLean

Ed
Desantis

Henry
Kock

Pierre
DuBois

Logan
Lamberts

2020 SALMON DERBY COMMITTEE

46TH Annual OFAH
CONSERVATION LOTTERY
The Bluewater Anglers are selling OFAH Conservation
Lottery tickets as a 2020 club fund raiser. There are a total
of 140 prizes worth $405,795 to be won. The Early Bird
Draw (40 prizes) will be held on March 6, 2020 and the
Main Draw (100 prizes) will be held on May 29, 2020.
Please buy your OFAH Conservation Lottery tickets from a
Bluewater Anglers club member. The club will receive
$9.00 back for each book of tickets we sell. OFAH
Conservation Lottery tickets cost $3.00 each or $30.00 for
a book of 10 tickets. OFAH Conservation Lottery tickets
will be available at the January 7th General Membership
Meeting.
Contact Paul Heckley (pheckley@outlook.com or 519‐869‐
2593) if you would be interesting in selling some tickets for
the club.

Seated: Bob Daly, Jeff Berry, Al Dezort,
Helen Blondin, Pete Bothwell
Standing: Paul Heckley, John Barneveld,
Fred Wondergem, Ed Holubowicz,
Lloyd Blondin, Henry Kock
Missing: Harry Harris, Ralph Eves, Tom Watson
The Salmon Derby total prize value will be $40,000+ with
no major changes to the derby format or the prize
structure. The initial responses from previous and potential
new Salmon Derby sponsors and tabloid advertisers
have been very positive through early December. It
appears that most of our previous derby sponsors and
advertisers will return for next spring’s Salmon Derby. If
you know of any company that might be interested in
becoming a Salmon Derby sponsor, please contact
Paul Heckley (519‐869‐2593 or pheckley@outlook.com).
We will be happy to follow up on any leads.
The Village of Point Edward and KOOLATRON are
expected to return as the Corporate Sponsors of the
Salmon Derby. The Village of Point Edward is donating the
$5,000 prize to be awarded to the lucky angler who
catches the largest salmon during the
derby. KOOLATRON has generously donated the 20 Daily
Draw prizes awarded during the derby. We welcome BIG
JON Sports as a new major Salmon Derby sponsor.

The 2020 Salmon Derby Committee has been working since
late September planning and preparing for the 2020
Salmon Derby. So far, everything appears to be going very
well. No big surprises yet!

The popular Bonus Draw Prize #1 (sponsored by The
Outdoorsman), the Bluewater Anglers Members Only
Draw Prize (sponsored by Canadian Tire
Sarnia) and the President’s Draw Prize will be part of the
Salmon Derby prize package. We are planning to have only
one PEI tuna fishing charters in 2020. It will be awarded as
the Bonus Draw Prize #2 drawn from all Salmon Derby
participants who enter a fish during the derby.
There will be more 2020 Salmon Derby information at the
January 7th General Membership Meeting.

2020 SALMON DERBY MAJOR SPONSORS
As of mid‐December, the following companies are the major sponsors of the 2020 Salmon Derby.

Island’s End Tuna Charters

GREAT LAKES WATER LEVELS, ST. CLAIR
RIVER LIKELY TO RISE IN 2020
The following article was included in the December 2019
GREAT LAKES BASIN REPORT, a publication of the Great
Lakes Sport Fishing Council.
http://www.great‐lakes.org/

Prepare for higher water levels next year in the Great Lakes
and the St. Clair River. That's the word from the St. Clair
County Office of Homeland Security and Emergency
Management.
Director Justin Westmiller addressed the Marysville City
Council at its regular meeting on November 25. Assistant
Director Mark White visited the St. Clair City Council on
November 18. "We are 11 inches higher right now than we
were at this time in 2018," Westmiller said. "We're at the
lowest point of the year right now and from this point
forward water levels will rise."

September saw a lot of rain, resulting in Lake
Michigan/Huron – hydrologically one lake – rising to 35
inches above its long‐term average and Lake St. Clair 33
inches above its long‐term average. "Our office has had
quite a few meetings with the USACE and National
Weather Service and our big concern is what's coming our
way," said White.
Lakes Superior, St. Clair, Erie and Ontario set all‐time
records for high water this year; Lake Michigan/Huron
missed a record high by an inch. Westmiller said that river
levels are likely to be 7 to 12 inches higher next spring and
summer than a year ago.
"It's not just St. Clair County," said White. "A lot of coastal
communities in Michigan are being impacted ... by the
weather we've had, the amount of precipitation, the
amount of snow pack, the amount of melting and runoff,
everything that comes from Lake Superior on down has

been huge. Predictions are that conditions in the coming
year are going to be probably worse."
In order for the water levels to fall, the Great Lakes Basin
would need a warmer than normal winter, in which the
lakes experienced little freezing, allowing for accelerated
evaporation … and less snowfall. But forecasters are calling
for a colder than normal winter.

Ice jams in the St. Clair River in the late winter and early
spring are a growing concern. "The river can shoot up two‐
three feet in eight hours," Westmiller said. "Are we going
to get first‐floor flooding in Marysville like we're going to
get in Clay Township, Algonac, Marine City and East
China?" No, he said. St. Clair and Marysville sit relatively
high compared to downriver communities. "But we're likely
to see seawalls over‐topped," Westmiller said. Tributaries
of the big river are likely to flood again.

BLUEWATER ANGLERS AND OFAH MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
The Bluewater Anglers are an affiliated club of the Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH). Membership in the Bluewater
Anglers includes membership in Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH) since all members of an affiliated club must also be
members of OFAH (www.ofah.org). Members can choose between an “affiliated” OFAH membership which includes the personal insurance
and OFAH benefits but not the Ontario OUT OF DOORS (OOD) magazine or the “full” OFAH membership which includes the personal
insurance and OFAH benefits plus the Ontario OUT OF DOORS (OOD) magazine. You can join the Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters
(OFAH) at a discount rate through the Bluewater Anglers. If you have a current Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH)
membership through another club or organization, then you only need to pay for your regular Bluewater Anglers membership.
Complete the form below to become a Bluewater Anglers member or to renew your current membership. More information about
membership benefits can be found at www.bluewateranglers.com/membership.html and www.ofah.org. Contact Ralph & Jo‐Anne Eves
(519‐383‐0873 or r_gary_1217@outlook.com) for more information.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

BLUEWATER ANGLERS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION ‐ 2020
Membership:

New ____

Renewal ____

(A) With a current OFAH Membership
through another club
Bluewater Anglers Membership ONLY

(B) Without a current OFAH Membership
Combined Bluewater Anglers AND
OFAH Memberships
Single Adult
Family
Junior (under 25 yr. of age)
BWA Life Member

OFAH Membership #

OFAH Expiry Date

Junior: $10.00

No Ontario Out
of Doors
magazine
$37.50
$58.00
$23.00
$17.50

With Ontario
Out of Doors
magazine
$63.50
$84.00
$49.00
$43.50

Single: $20.00

Family: $30.00

With digital
Ontario Out of
Doors magazine

With digital
Ontario Out of
Doors magazine +
Fishing & Hunting
Annuals

$45.00
Not available
Not available
$25.00

$53.00
Not available
Not available
$33.00

Name

Telephone

Address

City

.

Postal/Zip Code

.

Province/State
Email Address

Country

(*** Mandatory for digital OOD magazine)

Make cheque payable to BLUEWATER ANGLERS and send the completed form to
Bluewater Anglers, c/o Membership Chairman, P.O. Box 174, Sarnia Ontario N7T 7H9.

.

