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SEASON’S GREETINGS
Another year is coming to an end … giving us an
opportunity to look back on 2009 and forward to 2010.
2009 was another successful year for the Bluewater
Anglers. Club membership continued to grow, several
thousands of Chinook salmon, rainbow trout and brown
trout were raised in our hatchery, the Salmon Derby
was another popular and successful event, club
members and the public participated in the club events.
Our success is dependent on the many volunteers who
work at the hatchery or plan our club events, and the
membership who participate in the club activities. We
look forward to more of the same in 2010.
Enjoy this time of the year with your family and friend.
Paul DeVlugt
President, Bluewater Anglers

CLUB ACTIVITY CALENDAR
For January – March 2010
January 5
January 6
February 3
February 13
February 26-28
March 3
March 9
March 20 & 21

General Membership Meeting
Board of Directors Meeting
Board of Directors Meeting
Ice Fishing Derby
London Boat / Fishing Show
Board of Directors Meeting
General Membership Meeting
Hatchery Open House

Pick up a copy of the Listing of Events 2010 at the
January 5th General Meeting and check the Bluewater
Anglers website for current information on upcoming
club events at www.bluewateranglers.com/events.html.

JANUARY GENERAL MEETING
Tuesday, January 5, 2010
Point Edward Arena & Community Centre
210 Monk Street
Doors open at 7:00 PM
Meeting starts at 7:30 PM
AGENDA
Election of 2010 Directors
Hatchery Update
Salmon Derby Update
Ice Fishing Derby
2009 Big Fish Contest Winners
Fishing Report
Swap Table
Guest Speakers/Topics
Mark Robbins, Ministry of Natural Resources &
Mark Dew, Sarnia Lambton Crime Stoppers
+
Bill Davies, Lake Erie Fishing

ELECTION OF 2010 DIRECTORS
The Board of Directors would like to acknowledge and
thank this year’s retiring directors, Brad Armstrong, Bob
Daly, Dave Hicks, and Paul DeVlugt, for their service and
dedication during the past 3 years.
At least five (5) Directors are needed for the 2010 –
2012 term. One third of the Bluewater Anglers Board of
Directors is elected to a 3 year term at the first General
Meeting of the year. This provides both continuity and
new blood on your Board of Directors. New ideas and
perspectives will help our club grow and prosper. Both
shore and boat fishermen/fisherwomen are needed.
The job is not difficult or time consuming. Board of
Directors meetings are held the first Wednesday of each
month and generally last about 1.5 hours.
If you are interested in becoming a Director or know a
club member who is interested, please contact Paul
DeVlugt (519-845-3064) or John Knight (862-3605)
before the January 5th meeting. Volunteers and
nominations will be accepted at the January 5th General
Meeting.

KIDS, COPS & CANADIAN TIRE
FISHING DAYS AMBASSADOR
Frank Turnbull (aka “Reel Doctor”) has been honoured
as a KIDS, COPS & CANADIAN TIRE FISHING DAYS
AMBASSADOR for 2009. The award is in recognition of
Frank’s long time involvement with the annual Kids
Training Day held at the Hatchery in late May. Frank
has planned and coordinated this event for many years.
Frank received his award on October 20, 2009 at the
annual Fishing Forever Fundraising Dinner held at the Le
Dome Banquet hall in Oakville.

The Derby starts at 6:00 AM on Saturday, February
13th. Participants must bring their catch to the weighin station located at the Centennial Park boat ramp
parking lot at Sarnia Bay. All fish must be weighed in by
11:30pm.
Prizes are based on 90% of ticket sales and 10% will go
to the Blue Water Anglers Hatchery. Cash prizes will be
awarded based on size / weight in each fish category;
Panfish (including perch, crappie, sunfish, rock bass),
Pike, and Trout (rainbow and brown trout). You are
allowed to enter only one fish per category. If No Fish
are entered in a category, that fish category is deferred
to the Panfish category. Prizes will be awarded
immediately after the weigh-in closes at 11:30AM
A minimum of 5 draw prizes will be made from entrants
that are present at the close of weigh in. If you have
any questions, contact Stefan Jackson (519-542-5557)
or Frank Turnbull (519-344-8562).
In case of inclement weather or unsafe ice conditions,
the Ice Fishing Derby will be cancelled. If in doubt,
listen to the radio in the morning.

FALL BIG FISH DERBY
Saturday, September 19. 2009
Congratuations Frank for a job very well done!

BLUEWATER ANGLERS
ICE FISHING DERBY
Saturday, February 13, 2010
The Ice Fishing Derby is open to both club members and
the general public. This is a license free weekend in
Ontario (… no fishing license is needed).
An entry fee of $5.00 per person must accompany the
entry form. Entry forms and derby information are
available at Bucks Bait or The Outdoorsman until 4:30
PM on Friday, February 12th, the January 5th General
Membership Meeting, and the Centennial Park boat
ramp parking lot at Sarnia Bay on Saturday, February
13th from 6:00AM - 9:00AM. You must buy a ticket
before you start fishing.
The derby boundaries are from the Floodway Dam
(Fawn Island) up through/including Point Edward.

Participation in the club’s last outing of the year was
good. Sixty one tickets were sold. The weather was
nice but the fish were not very cooperative. Only 4 fish
were entered (… 3 from shore and 1 from a boat).
The winners were …
#1: James French (6.80kg brown trout)
#2: Kevin Hughes (2.26kg brown trout)
#3: Jake Van Rooyen (2.03kg salmon)
#4: Alphonze Debusschere (1.58kg brown trout)
James French was the member with the biggest fish.

SARNIA RV RECOGNITION

HATCHERY REPORT - The Salmon Picture is Sad

At the Bluewater Anglers Director's meeting in October,
a presentation was made to Pete Koehler and Tom Boyd
in appreciation for all of their support towards the Club,
the Spring Salmon Derby and all of our In-house events.

It was with great expectations that we headed out for
Thornbury on October 9th to collect Chinook Salmon
eggs. The call from the Ministry of Natural Resources
came at 10am on Friday morning and we scrambled to
put a team together for the trip. We were loaded up
and on the road by 11.30 arriving at the fish ladder at
3pm. By this time the ladder operator had 8 fish in the
tank but his earlier optimism had dropped. We
processed these fish and tried the lift and there were no
fish moving up. The ladder operator then let the level
down in the ladder and collected the few fish that were
in the steps. The four of us came home and processed
the eggs into the incubators. The second trip on
October 13th produced the same results … only arrived
home much earlier. In total we have about 20,000 eggs
in incubation (… instead of the 125,000 we are
permitted to get).

Sarnia RV has supported this club since the mid 1980's
and was very involved in sponsoring the Salmon Derby.
During the seven years that the club held it's annual
Sportsman Show at the Township arenas, they were
very active in supporting these events.
When Tom Boyd opened Southwest Outdoors, he got
involved with the Bluewater Anglers in a very big way by
being the major Salmon Derby sponsor. In 2002 and
2003, Tom put up the $5000 cash for the largest salmon
in each of those derbies.
Tom moved the store to Sarnia RV in 2004 under the
new name Fishing Tackle Wholesale Outlet. During this
period, both Tom and Pete continued to support the
club, by giving club members a special discount, being a
major sponsor of the Salmon Derby and being a Salmon
Derby ticket outlet. But, most importantly, they
sponsored all of our yearly in-house club events.

The story is very similar for the Port Elgin and Owen
Sound clubs. They did get more eggs but only because
they are much closer to the source and spent many
more days collecting eggs. The Owen Sound contact
tells us that the fish were in the river but not moving up
the ladder.

On behalf of the Bluewater Anglers, we would like to
thank Pete and Tom for all of your support. We look
forward to working with you for many years to come.

The MNR says that about 80 percent of the fish they are
seeing are wild stock rather than hatchery fish so there
is still hope for the future.
I thank all of the members who volunteered to help
with the collection. With the number of fish available
and the requirements of only a small crew to operate at
Thornbury, we didn’t use many people. Hopefully next
year will be better.
We will continue with the Brown Trout and Ganaraskas
Rainbow Trout programs. Brown Trout eggs (25,000)
are expected in December and Rainbow Trout eggs
(50,000) are expected in early March. From the reports
I am getting, some of the first batch of Ganaraskas
Rainbow Trout raised in the hatchery are showing up in
the St. Clair River.

Pete Bothwell

Tom Boyd

Pete Koehler

Paul DeVlugt

As always we are looking for Hatchery operators to beef
up some of the crews. If you are interested drop in to
the hatchery or give me a call. Most teams are at the
hatchery around 9:00 in the morning. Work takes about
an hour … the fish tales take a little longer.
Jake

The following is the response to several questions that
were posed to the MNR earlier this fall.
1. Where have all the Chinook gone?
As I am sure you are aware, the Lake Huron ecosystem
has changed dramatically since 2003. In the late 1990s
and early 2000 period (prior to 2003) the alewife
population in Lake Huron consisted almost entirely of
the 1998 year class; it was essentially the only year class
that fed Chinook salmon between 1998 and 2003. Both
the 1998 year class and any other alewife present in the
lake experienced almost 100% mortality in 2003 and
2004. This situation has obviously had serious
consequences for the lake’s Chinook population.
Alewives were always the primary prey item for
Chinooks in Lake Huron and without them it is evident
that the Chinook population has now been limited to
areas of the lake where alternative prey items occur. It
appears that portions of the main basin on the Ontario
side support a seasonal Chinook angling fishery such as
the area north of Sarnia, the Goderich area and Douglas
Point/Southampton. Areas such as the south shore of
Manitoulin Island and southwestern Georgian Bay
continue to support year round Chinook angling fisheries
(although these fisheries are not as large as they once
were). To provide some context, there is currently
almost no Chinook fishery south of Alpena on the
Michigan side of the lake and only a limited fishery
exists north of Alpena. Again, this is reflective of the
absence of Chinook prey items in the lake south of
Alpena. However, the tradeoff has been that more than
twice as many walleye, by number, are caught in the
Michigan recreational fishery than Chinooks were at
their peak.
To answer your question, the lake’s Chinook population
is smaller, it is concentrated in areas where prey items
still exist and it is reflective of the state of the preyfish
community. We expect this situation to continue since
our assessment of natural reproduction of Chinook
salmon indicates that over 75% of the lake wide
population is wild. The abundance of Chinook salmon in
the lake is now driven by the balance of wild recruitment
and the ability of these fish to survive which is
determined by current ecosystem conditions (i.e. how
much food they have to eat, habitat quality, harvest etc)
rather than the past when the salmon population
abundance was driven by stocking rates. Unlike the past
we cannot ‘turn the tap on or off’ so to speak.

2. Is the Salmon fishery over in Lake Huron?
It doesn’t appear that the salmon fishery is ‘over’
however it is smaller, more seasonal in some cases and
concentrated in fewer areas of the lake. It seems
unlikely that Chinook salmon will be extirpated from
Lake Huron given that the population is supported by
natural reproduction but it may be unrealistic to expect
that the fishery will ever be as large as in the past. This
appears to be an artifact of the current composition of
the prey community; without alewives it seems that
Chinooks cannot attain the sizes or abundance they
once did in Lake Huron no matter how many are
stocked.
In terms of managing systems as large as a Great Lake
we need to remind ourselves that they do not
necessarily change in a manner we might expect and
that the timeframes over which they change are as yet
poorly understood. When you couple this with the fact
that the continued addition of non-native species affects
the system in ways that we do not understand, it
becomes impossible to answer your questions with any
degree of certainty. In the history of Lake Huron, for
instance, the burgeoning salmon fishery only existed for
a period as long as the blink of an eye. This fishery was
driven by a set of circumstances that may not ever occur
again. Over the period of record for Lake Huron, the
abundance of even native species fluctuates in ways we
barely understand. In fact, we are still trying to quantify
the amplitude and frequency of such oscillations and
determine the effects of natural mortality.
3. What is the MNR doing about the decline in
Lake Huron as a game fish Lake?
The changes in the prey community, which have
affected Chinook salmon most dramatically, are
reflective of important underlying shifts in the
ecosystem as a whole. If you read the background
material I have attached you will see that the ecosystem
changes are dramatic and wide ranging. Current
thinking is that alewife declines were influenced by
heavy predation from high numbers of wild Chinook
salmon and a lack of food due to quagga and zebra
mussels utilizing much of the lake’s productivity. This
has caused declines in phyto and zooplankton, staples in
the diet of alewife and other young fish. In addition, we
need to remember that alewife are an exotic species and
not highly adapted to the Lake Huron environment.
They are at the upper limit of their northern range in
this lake and severe winters will result in high overwinter
mortality. It is believed that the combination of all these

factors contributed to the declines we have seen. The
open water prey fish community is much less productive
than it once was and the plankton community is now
more similar to that of Lake Superior.
To answer your question, we are actively engaged in
activities that take these changes into consideration and
we are working to manage the lake in this ‘new reality’.
These activities include the development of a stocking
plan that will consider declines in productivity when
setting stocking limits for the lake and actively assessing
the fish community to educate and adapt our future
management decisions. The draft stocking plan for Lake
Huron will be shared with the general public, including
the FMZ councils, in the near future. Through this
process you will have an opportunity to discuss stocking
levels and targets in more detail through the FMZ 13
Council.
Given these changes, we must be cognizant of the fact
that Lake Huron has changed, it is less productive and
the previous recreational fishery is currently not
realistic. MNR has little ability to reverse this situation
or change the course of the ecosystem given the
underlying impact of exotic species.
4. What are we going to do with our Hatchery,
what else can we raise?
This question is not easily answered. From a strictly
biological perspective Lake Huron is not friendly for
stocked fish these days. Past research indicated that
stocked salmonids performed best when we had an
abundant alewife population; stocked fish were hidden
in the masses of adult alewives migrating on-shore in
the spring when most were stocked. These stocked fish
also had abundant prey in the form of these same
alewives. Without this protection provided by alewives
it appears that stocked salmonids are now much more
vulnerable to predation and as a result, stocking success
has declined significantly in recent years.
An example of changes in stocking strategies is that
Michigan DNR is now growing their brown trout to very
large sizes to try and avoid these post stocking survival
issues. This is a final effort on their part to improve their
stocking program. If unsuccessful it will not make
economic sense for them to continue to stock fish that
don’t survive. So, there is no good answer to your
question, rearing additional fish that don’t survive does
not seem a logical option. We realize that this is difficult
to rationalize given the perceptions in the public
regarding stocking and the fishery (i.e. the

misconception that the more fish you stock the more
you catch).
5. Can we bring in more domestic Rainbow? The
wild stock Ganaraskas will not arrive until late
March or early April.
It is not our preference to have you folks bring in more
domestic strain rainbows. Where CFWIP stocking
currently occurs on Lake Huron, we have moved to wild
rainbow trout egg collections in an effort to preserve
local adaptations and maximize survival given that
these adaptations are beneficial. It is our expectation
that stocking more domestic strain rainbow will not
translate into increased catches in the fishery.
Because the FMZ Councils likely have similar questions
regarding Chinook stocking on Lake Huron we will plan
to share this response with them as well.
Regards,
Dave
David M. Reid
Lake Management Supervisor
Upper Great Lakes Management Unit – Lake Huron
Ministry of Natural Resources
1450 Seventh Ave. East
Owen Sound, Ontario N4K 2Z1
(519) 371-5031 / (519) 371-5844 Fax
david.m.reid@ontario.ca

A Message from
Sarnia Lambton Crime Stoppers
Did you know that if you have information about
persons breaking the law while fishing or hunting by
poaching, fishing illegally or selling angler caught fish,
you can call Sarnia Lambton Crime Stoppers? We will
get your information to the MNR and if your tip is
successful, you could receive a cash reward. You never
have to give your name or go to court. Call Crime
Stoppers any time of the day or night at
1-800-222-TIPS, that’s 1-800-222-8477.
“the public , the media and the police working
together for safe communities”

WHO IS THIS MAN?

ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER
The Bluewater Anglers’ FISH TALES newsletter is now
available by e-mail. The benefits of the electronic
version of the newsletter include:
- better print quality including color pictures and links,
- quicker distribution,
- more environmentally friendly (… save paper),
- reduced club costs for printing, envelopes & postage.
If you would like to receive your FISH TALES newsletter
by e-mail rather than regular Canada Post (… snail mail)
send a request to bluewateranglers@hotmail.com.
Please include your name and current e-mail address.

would you believe …
Frank Turnbull (aka “Reel Doctor”)
… some people clean up real nice!

BLUEWATER ANGLERS AND OFAH MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS
Complete the forms below to become a Bluewater Anglers or OFAH member or to renew your current membership.
More information about membership benefits can be found at www.bluewateranglers.com/membership.html. Contact
Ralph Eves (519-383-0873 or raljo_eves@sympatico.ca) for more information on either membership.

BLUEWATER ANGLERS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
MEMBERSHIP:

New

Renewal

Junior ($10.00)

Single ($20.00)

Family ($30.00)

.

Name

Telephone

.

Address

City

.

Postal/Zip Code

.

OFAH Membership #

.

Province/State

Country

Email Address

Make cheque payable to BLUEWATER ANGLERS and send the completed form to
Bluewater Anglers, c/o Membership Chairman, P.O. Box 174, Sarnia Ontario N7T 7H9.

Also, did you know that you can join the Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH) at a discount rate through the
Bluewater Anglers? Apply for an OFAH membership or renew your membership using the form below.
ONTARIO FEDERATION OF ANGLERS & HUNTERS (OFAH) APPLICATION
OFAH MEMBERSHIP:

Adult ($32.00)

Family ($43.00)

OFAH Membership #

.

(if a current member)

Name

Telephone

.

Address

City

.

Postal Code

.

Province

Country

Email Address

Make a separate cheque payable to ONTARIO FEDERATION OF ANGLERS AND HUNTERS and send the completed form
to Bluewater Anglers, c/o Membership Chairman, P.O. Box 174, Sarnia Ontario N7T 7H9.
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FALL 2010
CLUB ACTIVITY CALENDAR
For September - December 2010

BLUEWATER ANGLERS
FALL BIG FISH DERBY
Saturday, September 18, 2010

September 1
September 7
September 18
October 5
October 6
November 3
December 1

Board of Directors Meeting
General Membership Meeting
Fall Big Fish Derby
Salmon Derby Committee Mtg
Board of Directors Meeting
Board of Directors Meeting
Board of Directors Meeting

Check the Bluewater Anglers website for current
information on upcoming club events at
www.bluewateranglers.com/events.html.

***** BACK AT OUR OLD LOCATION *****

SEPTEMBER GENERAL MEETING
Tuesday, September 7, 2010
Point Edward Arena & Community Centre
210 Monk Street
Doors open at 7:00 PM
Meeting starts at 7:30 PM
AGENDA
Hatchery Update
Salmon Derby Update
Coming Club Events
Fishing Report
Swap Table
Guest Speaker/Topic
Darrin Negri
Get the net!! Fishing Adventures
www.getthenet.webs.com

Fall Bass Fishing Techniques

***** BACK AT OUR OLD LOCATION *****

Any person is eligible to enter provided they have an
entry ticket and a valid fishing license for the waters
they are fishing. The entry fee is $10.00 per person. All
entries must be purchased by 4:30 PM Friday Sept 17,
2010. Entry forms and derby information will be
available at The Outdoorsman, Bucks Baits, and our
September 7th General Membership Meeting.
This is a BOAT and SHORE event. If fishing from a boat,
all people aboard must have an entry.
The Salmon Derby boundaries apply for this event (… in
the St. Clair River south to the south end of Fawn Island,
east to the harbour at Grand Bend, and north to the
trailer park north of Lexington, Michigan). Boundaries
for all streams and rivers entering into the St. Clair River
or Lake Huron are upstream to the first bridge or
roadway, whichever comes first.
This is a single fish derby. Derby contestants are
allowed to enter only their SINGLE heaviest fish. Only
Salmon, Rainbow Trout, and Brown Trout are eligible.
Participants must bring their catch to the weigh-in
station, located at the FISH HATCHERY, between 2:00
PM and 3:00 PM, September 18th, 2010. You must be in
line by 3:00 PM for your entry to be eligible.
Prizes will be presented immediately following the
weigh-in. Cash prizes will be awarded for the 5 heaviest
fish entered. The following will be the breakdown of
cash prizes based on total entry fees:
1st
35%
4th
10%
nd
2
20%
5th
5%
rd
3
15%
15% for the fish hatchery
Bring the family or a friend and participate in the last
Bluewater Angler fishing event of the year.

FAMILY FUN FISHING DAY
Saturday, July 10, 2010
The third annual Family Fun Fishing Day (… Goby Derby)
was another big hit. The weather was perfect, the
Gobies cooperated, and there were hotdogs, pop and
prizes for everyone. Twenty three families, including 53
kids and 43 adults, participated in this year’s outing.

Thanks to Lake St. Clair Pro Tackle in Wallaceburg for
supplying all the worms for the event, and prizes for all
the kids. Also, a special thanks to the directors and
members of the Bluewater Anglers who helped out in a
variety of ways to make this event a great success.
The winners In the Goby division were …
1st Rilley Family - 147 gobies
2nd Lavoie Family - 121 gobies
3rd Blondin Family - 119 gobies

NEW BLUEWATER ANGLERS
LIFETIME MEMBERS
Bob Daly, Henry Kock and Frank Turnbull have been
made Lifetime Members by the Board of Directors in
recognition of their contributions to the Bluewater
Anglers.
Bob Daly is a long time Bluewater Angler member, a
member of the Board of Directors, the Treasurer of the
Bluewater Anglers, and a member of the Salmon Derby
Committee.
Henry Kock is a long time Bluewater Angler member, a
long time hatchery operator and volunteer, and a
member of the Salmon Derby Committee.
Frank Turnbull is a long time Bluewater Angler member,
a member of the Board of Directors, the long time host
and coordinator of the Kids Training Day event, and a
member of the In-House events committee.

The winners in the single big fish division were …
1st Sandra Johnson (left) - 9 inch rock bass
2nd Lucas DeSousa (centre) - 8 7/8 inch rock bass
3rd Shamus McCarthy (right) - 8 3/4 inch rock bass

Congratulations Bob, Henry and Frank, and thanks for
your dedication and efforts in support of the Bluewater
Anglers.

2010 SALMON DERBY UPDATE
Here is a summary of the 2010 Salmon Derby financials.
Revenues
Ticket Sales
Sponsors
Derby Tabloid (net)
Awards Night
TOTAL REVENUE

$24,200 (+9% vs. 2009)
$12,000
$ 3,500
$ 1,100
$40,800

Expenses
Prizes
Advertising/Promotion
Weigh Stations
Hats & Shirts (net)
Miscellaneous
TOTAL EXPENSES

$17,100
$ 5,000
$ 3,400
$ 1,900
$ 900
$28,300

Profit

$12,500

As you can see, we had another successful Salmon
Derby. All Salmon Derby profits go towards the
operation of our hatchery. Thanks to everyone who
participated in the Salmon Derby, the Salmon Derby
Committee members and volunteers, and our many
wonderful sponsors.

2011 SALMON DERBY
Planning for the 2011 Salmon Derby will begin in early
October. The first meeting of the 2011 Salmon Derby
Committee will be held at the Hatchery on Tuesday,
October 5th at 7:00 PM. We are always looking for new
people to join the Salmon Derby Committee to bring
forward new ideas. The Salmon Derby Committee
meets once or twice a month for 1 – 1.5 hours. Come
out to the October 5th meeting if you are interested in
helping with next spring’s Salmon Derby.
The tentative dates for the 2011 Salmon Derby are
Friday, April 29th to Sunday, May 8th. Put these dates
on your calendar.

2010 SALMON DERBY SPONSORS
Please remember the many fine Salmon Derby sponsors
when you make your next purchase. Their generous
support is what makes the Bluewater Anglers Salmon
Derby so successful.
Thank you sponsors!

VILLAGE OF POINT EDWARD AND THE
BLUEWATER ANGLERS WALLEYE DERBY
August 6 - 7, 2010
There was excellent participation in the 4th annual
Walleye Derby. One hundred and five tickets were sold
(… the most ever; an increase of 38% vs. 2009). The
weather and the fish cooperated. Twenty nine fish
were weighed in (… a single entry derby). Thanks to
everyone who participated and helped out.
The 2010 Walleye Derby winners were …
1. Martin Blaisdell
1.75 kg
($500)
2. Joe Dunham
1.40 kg
($250)
3. Kevin Somes
1.37 kg
($125)
4. Dave Ryan
1.22 kg
($100)
5. Chris Garwood
1.19 kg
($ 50)
Kevin Somes was the Bluewater Angler member with
the biggest fish. He won an additional $100.

HATCHERY REPORT
WOW! Another year of hatchery operation is just about
completed … and another year is getting ready to start.
Our experiments with growing larger fish appear to be
working quite well. The 1,700 Salmon that we kept
from the spring release have tripled in size since the
spring. They are now about 17 grams compared to 5.5
grams for the Salmon we released in the spring. The
10,000 Ganaraskas Rainbow Trout that we held over the
summer are now pushing 60 grams and doing very well.
The Salmon and Rainbow Trout will be released this fall
in late October or early November. We will try and time
all the releases after the Cormorants leave the area.
We will also release about 35,000 Brown Trout this fall.
They will be 20 to 25 grams by then. Thanks to the two
new rearing tanks, this has been the most positive start
for Brown Trout that we have seen.
This spring’s hatch of 50,000 Ganaraskas Rainbow Trout
looks very positive. They are just about ready to be
moved into the larger tanks where they will be held for
release next spring.
Planning is underway for the collection of Salmon eggs
in early October. We are optimistic that we can
increase the number of eggs collected compared to the
past couple of years. We should have further details at
the September 7th General Meeting.

Martin Blaisdell
Walleye Derby Winner

Dick Kirkland
Mayor, Pt. Edward

We thank The Village of Point Edward for donating the
$500 prize for the largest walleye. Also, thanks to Steve
at The Outdoorsman for providing the spinning reel and
other draw prizes.
Paul DeVlugt would like to thank the successful anglers
who donated fish to a worthy cause. It is very much
appreciated.

LOST & FOUND
Found at the Hatchery …
- a black LOWEPRO digital camera case after Family Day,
- a blue REEBOX long sleeve sweatshirt in May.
If either of these items is yours, please pick it up at the
hatchery any morning between 9:00 AM – 10:00 AM.

There is lots of work to do during August and
September in preparation for the next season; including
- preparing all the Salmon egg collection
equipment,
- inspecting, cleaning and disinfecting the
incubators,
- pulling and cleaning the well pumps,
- cleaning all the tanks for the next batch of fish,
- fin-clipping the Brown Trout before release.
We could use a couple of volunteers to fill out the
hatchery teams. A crew of 3 – 5 volunteers is assigned
for each day of the week. Each crew comes in one
morning a week for 1 – 1.5 hours to complete the
routine checks and operations, to clean the tanks, and
to refill the feeders.
Please contact Jake Van Rooyen (519-869-2371) if you
would like to help with any of the jobs or be a hatchery
operator. Come out and support your hatchery.
Jake

2009 - 2010 HATCHERY OPERATORS
The success of your hatchery is due to the dedicated
efforts of our hatchery operators. We would like to
recognize the people who have been operating the
hatchery so successfully during the 2009 - 2010 season.
Special thanks to the daily operating crews.

DO YOU RECOGNIZE THESE ANGLERS?
This picture was taken the first week of June 2010 when
Don Cox (centre) and myself went to visit our friend
Clyde Wicks (left) in Nanaimo, B.C. Some of you older
Anglers may recognize Clyde from his days at the Sarnia
Observer. As a matter of fact, Clyde organized the first
Salmon Derby in Sarnia in 1977. The Bluewater Anglers
began hosting the Salmon Derby in 1980. To date, our
spring Salmon Derby is the longest running derby in the
Province of Ontario.
Pete Bothwell

BLUEWATER ANGLERS AND OFAH MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS
Complete the forms below to become a Bluewater Anglers or OFAH member or to renew your current membership.
More information about BWA membership benefits can be found at www.bluewateranglers.com/membership.html.
Contact Ralph Eves (519-383-0873 or raljo_eves@sympatico.ca) for more information on either membership.

BLUEWATER ANGLERS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
MEMBERSHIP:

New

Renewal

Junior ($10.00)

Single ($20.00)

Family ($30.00)

.

Name

Telephone

.

Address

City

.

Postal/Zip Code

.

Province/State

Country

Email Address

OFAH Membership # __________________

Make cheque payable to BLUEWATER ANGLERS and send the completed form to
Bluewater Anglers, c/o Membership Chairman, P.O. Box 174, Sarnia Ontario N7T 7H9.

Also, did you know that you can join the Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH) at a discount rate through the
Bluewater Anglers? Apply for an OFAH membership or renew your membership using the form below.
ONTARIO FEDERATION OF ANGLERS & HUNTERS (OFAH) APPLICATION
OFAH MEMBERSHIP:

Adult ($32.50)

Family ($43.50)

Youth, under 21 ($29.50)

Name

Telephone

.

Address

City

.

Postal Code

.

Province
OFAH Membership #

Country
(if a current member)

Email Address ________________________

Make a separate cheque payable to ONTARIO FEDERATION OF ANGLERS AND HUNTERS and send the completed form
to Bluewater Anglers, c/o Membership Chairman, P.O. Box 174, Sarnia Ontario N7T 7H9.
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2010 Bluewater Anglers Executive
Paul DeVlugt
- President
John Knight
- 1st Vice President
Ed Holubowicz
- 2nd Vice President
Bob Daly
- Treasurer
Dave Hicks
- Secretary
2010 Board of Directors and their main responsibilities
- Brad Armstrong (Media Coordinator, Fishing Reports)
- Ross Bishop (Shoreline Clean Up Coordinator)
- Dick Bornais
- Pete Bothwell
- Colin Brown (Salmon Derby Chairman)
- Ralph & Jo-Anne Eves (Membership Coordinators)
- Paul Heckley (Newsletter Editor, Club Photographer)
- Roger Hay
- Stefan Jackson (Website & In-House Events Coordinator)
- Dan McDonald
- Gary Mitchell
- Dave Spalding (Event Staffing Coordinator)
- Ron Spalding (Club Display Set Up)
- Frank Turnbull (Kids Training Day Coordinator)
- Jake Van Rooyen (Hatchery Manager, Gov’t Liaison)

CLUB ACTIVITY CALENDAR
For June - August 2010
July 7
July 10
August 7
September 1
September 7

Board of Directors Meeting
Family Fun Fishing Day
Walleye Derby
Board of Directors Meeting
General Membership Meeting

Check the Bluewater Anglers website for current
information on upcoming club events at
www.bluewateranglers.com/events.html.

BLUEWATER ANGLERS
HATCHERY OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, March 20th & Sunday, March 21st
The Bluewater Anglers Fish Culture Station was open to
the public for our annual Hatchery Open House on
Saturday, March 20th and Sunday, March 21st. This is an
opportunity to show the public what we are doing in
the brown building under the bridge. This was a very
successful weekend. Approximately 800 people toured
the hatchery during the weekend. This was the first
time many of the people had seen the inside of our
hatchery. The level of public interest is always
encouraging.
Ron Feige of Feige Denture Clinics, a long time club and
Salmon Derby sponsor, donated a rod & reel and a
tackle box for door prizes. The lucky winners were Paul
DeVlugt (rod & reel) and John Arseneau (tackle box).

FAMILY FUN FISHING DAY
Saturday, July 10,
8:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Get the family together and participate in this fun club
outing. This outing is FREE and is planned as part of the
Ontario Family Fishing Week (July 3 – 11). You do not
need an Ontario fishing license to participate in this
event.
Registration will be held at the Bluewater Anglers booth
in Centennial Park near the fountain by the parking lot
at the end of London Road at Front Street. You must
sign-in to receive a bucket to collect your gobies, and
your ticket for a hot dog and a pop at the weigh-in.
Children under 12 must be accompanied by an adult.
You will fish as a family. If your children have brought
friends, they will be counted as part of your family for
the outing. A limited amount of fishing rods and bait
will be available at the registration booth.
You can fish between Ferry Dock Hill and the
Government Docks. There will be prizes for the most
gobies caught by a family plus the biggest fish caught.
Please place all gobies caught by your family in your
bucket. Bluewater Angler members will be located
around the fishing area to assist you and to measure
any fish over 8 inches. This will allow you to live release
the larger fish if you do not wish to keep it to eat.
Bring your bucket of gobies to the Hatchery in Point
Edward (under the Bluewater Bridge) between 11:00
a.m. – 11:30 a.m. to weigh in your catch, and to redeem
your ticket for a hot dog and a pop.
The event will still occur if it is raining. However, the
event will be cancelled if there is thunder and lightning.
There is no rain date. Listen to the local radio station if
the weather is questionable.

HATCHERY REPORT
The hatchery is a busy place this summer. With the
shortage of Chinook salmon eggs last fall we decided to
raise more Ganaraskas Rainbow Trout and Brown Trout.
Also, we are trying a couple of growth experiments this
year. The hatchery is quite full and it will be fuller
before fall stocking.

At present we have approximately 50,000 Ganaraskas
Rainbow Trout that have been in the tanks for just over
a month and they are just starting to grow. These fish
will be with us until next spring. By that time, they
should be 50 gram fish. We held over 15,000 Rainbows
from last year’s batch to try and grow them larger for an
extra 6 months. These fish were graded out of the
original batch as the smaller fingerlings. They started at
14 grams average and are now over 24 grams. This
should bring them close to 60 grams for stocking in
November. Hopefully, this extra growth in the hatchery
will give them a better chance in the wild. The goal is to
produce fish not bait. Rainbow Trout were observed
spawning at two of the sites while we were doing our
spring stocking. This is very positive for the future
development of the rainbow fishery in this area.
We also held over 1,700 of the Chinook salmon to see if
we can get some size on them before the fall. We asked
around and to the best of our knowledge this hasn’t
been tried by any of the Lake Huron hatcheries. Our
spring stocking size was relatively small. We averaged
only about 5.5 grams. The fish we held back are now at
10 grams. Again we will see what the fall brings.
Our efforts to find a better way to collect salmon egg in
the fall have not received much support as yet but we
will keep pushing. Increasing the number of salmon in
the hatchery is high on our priority list.
This year’s batch of Brown Trout continues to look
good. We have had a higher than average survival rate
at this point in their development. At present there are
approximately 30,000 fingerlings in the hatchery that
will be ready for stocking this fall.
Here is a summary of our recent fish stocking activities:
- October 2009 – 12,360 Brown trout,
- April 2010 – 15,910 Chinook salmon,
- April & May 2010 – 18,350 Ganaraskas Rainbow trout,
- May 29 Kids Training Day – 165 adult Rainbow and
Brown trout (… the largest fish was over 22 pounds).
We will need some help this fall with fin clipping since
we are now required by the MNR to clip all of the fish
we stock. If the help is available we can get it all
completed in a couple of days. I will ask for help at the
September General Meeting. We can do the clipping on
a Saturday or an evening. Think about it … get involved.
Jake

CLUB SPRING DERBY

KIDS TRAINING DAY

Saturday, April 24, 2010

Saturday, May 29, 2010

The weather and the fish cooperated this year. A great
day was had on the water by many anglers. Over 40
people attended the weigh-in at the hatchery and a
total of 20 fish were weighted. The best fishing was in
the Kettle Point / Port Franks area. It looks good for the
Salmon Derby that starts this coming weekend. Let’s
hope the weather and the fish cooperate.

Once again, we had a full house with approximately 150
young anglers, and their parents, participating in this
year’s Kids Training Day held at the Hatchery. A good
time was had by all … kids, parents and volunteers.

The winners of the Salmon category were
- 1st Place:
Nicolas DiScanno (6.15 kg)
- 2nd Place:
Brian Somes (4.15 kg)
- 3rd Place:
Dustin Pugsley (2.79 kg)
The winners of the Rainbow/Brown category were
- 1st Place:
Scott Tomlinson (3.91 kg rainbow trout)
- 2nd Place:
Larry Doan (3.34 kg brown trout)
- 3rd Place:
Steve Latour (2.83 kg rainbow trout)

Special thanks to Frank Turnbull for getting everything
set up at the Hatchery while I was out fishing, and
everyone who came out and supported the Bluewater
Anglers club event.

The following groups deserve recognition for their
involvement in making this event so successful.
Bob Izumi's Events
OPP Marine Unit
Crimestoppers
Child Find
The Outdoorsman
Milt’s Tackle
Canadian Tire (Sarnia store)
Purdy's Fisheries
Tim Hortons (West Exmouth St.) KTL
Point Edward Optimists

A special thanks to the volunteers who worked hard to
gather the bait, all the directors and hatchery workers
for their work around the pond, the hot dog cooks, the
casting, fly tying and knot tying instructors, the Tour
Guides, and JoAnne Eves and Angela Sheppard at the
Registration desk.

2010 SALMON DERBY
VILLAGE OF POINT EDWARD AND THE
BLUEWATER ANGLERS WALLEYE DERBY
August 6 - 7, 2010
Any person is eligible to enter this club event provided
they have a valid fishing license and have purchased
their $10.00 entry ticket. This is a BOAT and SHORE
event. If fishing from a boat, all persons on board must
have an entry ticket. Tickets are available at Bucks Baits
and The Outdoorsman until 4:30 pm on Friday, August
6th. All monies raised support the Bluewater Anglers.
Start time is 6:00 pm Friday August 6, 2010. Weigh-in
will be at Hatchery from 10:00 am-11:00 am Saturday
August 7th. You MUST be in line by 11:00 am to have
your entries qualify. This is a single fish weigh-in ... you
only weigh in your largest walleye.
The Bluewater Anglers Salmon Derby boundaries apply
... in the St. Clair River south to the south end of Fawn
Island, east to the harbour at Grand Bend, and north to
the trailer park north of Lexington.
Prizes will be awarded for the top 5 single weights.
1st
$500.00
2nd
$250.00
rd
th
3
$125.00
4
$100.00
5th
$ 50.00

Another successful Salmon Derby has come to a close.
Both the fish and the weather were cooperative again
this year … at least until the last weekend! We hope
everyone had a good time.
Derby ticket sales increased 8.8% compared to 2009
(854 singles + 53 families). While the derby profit is not
known at this time, we hope the 2010 Salmon Derby
will raise around $13,000 for the operation of our
hatchery.
Thanks to the 2010 Salmon Derby Committee, all the
derby participants and, especially, the many derby
sponsors for making this spring’s Salmon Derby another
success.
The following is a summary of the 2010 Salmon Derby
results compared to the 2007, 2008 and 2009 Salmon
Derby results. In summary - the number of fish caught
was good, the salmon were smaller, the lake trout were
fewer, and the walleye were more plentiful this year.
Comparision of 2007 - 2010 Salmon Derby Results

Winners will be announced immediately after
completion of the weigh-in. All prize winners must
show valid fishing license to claim their prize.

Salmon

There will be a minimum of 5 draw prizes with winners
drawn from all tickets purchased. You must be present
to win a draw prize.

Rainbow
Trout

Brown
Trout

Walleye

Lake
Trout

2009 Walleye Derby Winner – Cynthia King (2.82 kg)

Derby
Totals

Year

Sarnia
(#)

Port
Franks
(#)

Total
Weight
(lbs)

Average
Weight
(lbs)

2010
2009
2008
2007
2010
2009
2008
2007
2010
2009
2008
2007
2010
2009
2008
2007
2010
2009
2008
2007
2010
2009
2008
2007

130
247
274
142
59
87
110
38
13
11
7
10
206
49
114
156
71
231
137
167
479
625
642
513

592
382
956
239
109
102
80
74
7
2
2
2
18
1
4
7
56
113
91
265
782
600
1133
587

2768.30
3317.71
6850.41
1910.28
793.06
893.21
983.32
512.38
80.64
77.66
49.28
64.80
792.02
223.16
464.02
479.32
874.30
2493.43
1432.04
2847.43
5308.32
7005.17
9779.07
5814.21

3.83
5.27
5.57
5.01
4.72
4.73
5.18
4.58
4.03
5.97
5.48
5.40
3.54
4.46
3.93
2.94
6.88
7.25
6.28
6.59
4.21
5.72
5.51
5.29

2010 Salmon Derby Final Results
Salmon Category (Top 10 Salmon by weight)
1

17.72

Greg Dubreuil, Sarnia

2

16.46

Ryan Sharpe, London

3

15.92

Marv Humby, Sarnia

4

15.66

Steve Gibbs, Alvinston

5

15.48

Walter Good, Dashwood

6

14.96

Monica Kulak, Alvinston

7

14.36

Rocho Petitta, Sarnia

8

14.12

Eric Van Moorsel, Camlachie

9

14.08

Steve Gunther, Bayfield

10

14.02

Vickie Stewart, Forest

Trout - Boat (Top 5 Rainbow or Brown Trout by weight)
1

12.16 RT

Jim Dedels, Newbury

2

11.06 RT

Ross White, Petrolia

3

10.76 RT

Gord Tucker, Thedford

4

10.58 RT

Mark Cornelious, Camlachie

5

9.74 RT

Scott Dezort, Sarnia

Trout - Shore (Top 5 Rainbow or Brown Trout by weight)

Kids Largest Fish (by weight)
Silas Allen, Camlachie

13.16# Salmon

Ladies Day Largest Fish (By weight)
May 1

Monica Kulak, Alvinston 14.96# Salmon

Seniors Day Largest Fish (By weight)
May 5

Robert McMahon, Sarnia 8.30# Rainbow Trout

Daily Big Fish Winners (includes Sarnia & Port Franks)
Apr 30 16.46# Salmon Ryan Sharpe, London
May 1

14.96# Salmon

Monica Kulak, Alvinston

May 2

14.12# Salmon

Eric Van Moorsel, Camlachie

May 3

13.16# Salmon

Silas Allen, Camlachie

May 4

12.98# Salmon

Al Billings, Sarnia

May 5

15.48# Salmon

Walter Good, Dashwood

May 6

11.14# Salmon

Jeff Cumming, Alvinston

May 7

17.72# Salmon

Greg Dubreuil, Sarnia

May 8

6.34# Walleye

May 9

7.50# Rainbow Tim Moore, Sarnia

Kendel Thompson, Sarnia

Daily Draw Winners - Sarnia Weigh Station
Apr 30

Randy Goodall, Sarnia

May 1

Leanne Claeys, Sarnia

1

8.78 RT

Dino Evangelista, Sarnia

May 2

Mike Skinner, Mount Bridges

2

8.06 RT

Norman Rossignol, Chatham

May 3

Chris Foley, Sarnia

3

7.86 RT

Scott Dezort, Sarnia

May 4

Stephen Gray, Wyoming

4

7.50 RT

Tim Moore, Sarnia

May 5

Frank Kap, Sarnia

5

6.82 RT

Marty Pevec, Sarnia

May 6

Doug Ferguson, Sarnia

May 7

Ken Garside, Courtright

May 8

Chris Foley, Sarnia

May 9

Ken Sole, Wyoming

Lake Trout (Top 5 Lake Trout by weight)
1
10.78
Jeff McLaren, Exeter
2

10.56

Gary King, Sarnia

3

10.42

Scott Lawrence, Sarnia

4

10.10

Roger Hay, Sarnia

Apr 30

Chris Garwood, Sarnia

5

9.98

Robert Van Balen, Sarnia

May 1

Tyler Hughes, Forest

May 2

Norm Stewart, Forest

May 3

Ralf Schechinger, Brights Grove

Walleye (Top 5 Walleye by weight)

Daily Draw Winners - Port Franks Weigh Station

1

7.88

Susan Durance, Sarnia

May 4

John Haidich, Sarnia

2

7.78

Alphonse Dubusschere, Strathroy

May 5

Chris Simpson, London

3

7.74

Bob Durance, Sarnia

May 6

Ron Core, Petrolia

4

7.40

Joe Thompson, Sarnia

May 7

Gerry Wright, Port Franks

5

7.36

Adam Ibottson, Hamilton

May 8

No winner - no fish entered

May 9

No winner - no fish entered

Congratulations
2010 Salmon Derby Winners

2010 Salmon Derby Sponsors
Please remember the many fine Salmon Derby sponsors
when you make your next purchase. Their generous
support is what makes the Bluewater Anglers Salmon
Derby so successful.
Thank you sponsors!

ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER

HATCHERY SECURITY UPGRADES

The Bluewater Anglers’ FISH TALES newsletter is
available by e-mail. The benefits of the electronic
version of the newsletter include:
- better print quality including color pictures and links,
- quicker distribution,
- more environmentally friendly (… save paper),
- reduced club costs for printing, envelopes & postage.

The security around the exterior of the hatchery and the
pond has been improved with the addition of better
lighting near the pond and a higher resolution camera
near the outdoor feeders. We can now get a clear view
and picture of anybody messing with the pond feeders.

If you would like to receive your FISH TALES newsletter
by e-mail rather than regular Canada Post (… snail mail)
send a request to bluewateranglers@hotmail.com.
Please include your name and current e-mail address.

BLUEWATER ANGLERS AND OFAH MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS
Complete the forms below to become a Bluewater Anglers or OFAH member or to renew your current membership.
More information about BWA membership benefits can be found at www.bluewateranglers.com/membership.html.
Contact Ralph Eves (519-383-0873 or raljo_eves@sympatico.ca) for more information on either membership.

BLUEWATER ANGLERS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
MEMBERSHIP:

New

Renewal

Junior ($10.00)

Single ($20.00)

Family ($30.00)

.

Name

Telephone

.

Address

City

.

Postal/Zip Code

.

Province/State

Country

Email Address

OFAH Membership # __________________

Make cheque payable to BLUEWATER ANGLERS and send the completed form to
Bluewater Anglers, c/o Membership Chairman, P.O. Box 174, Sarnia Ontario N7T 7H9.

Also, did you know that you can join the Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH) at a discount rate through the
Bluewater Anglers? Apply for an OFAH membership or renew your membership using the form below.
ONTARIO FEDERATION OF ANGLERS & HUNTERS (OFAH) APPLICATION
OFAH MEMBERSHIP:

Adult ($32.50)

Family ($43.50)

Youth, under 21 ($29.50)

Name

Telephone

.

Address

City

.

Postal Code

.

Province
OFAH Membership #

Country
(if a current member)

Email Address ________________________

Make a separate cheque payable to ONTARIO FEDERATION OF ANGLERS AND HUNTERS and send the completed form
to Bluewater Anglers, c/o Membership Chairman, P.O. Box 174, Sarnia Ontario N7T 7H9.
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2010 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Five directors were elected for a 3 year term during the
January 5th General Membership Meeting. Roger Hay is
a first-time director. Brad Armstrong, Bob Daly, Dave
Hicks, and Paul DeVlugt were re-elected to the Board of
Directors.
The 2010 Bluewater Anglers Executive was chosen
during the Board of Directors meeting held January 7th.
Paul DeVlugt
- President
John Knight
- 1st Vice President
Ed Holubowicz
- 2nd Vice President
Bob Daly
- Treasurer
Dave Hicks
- Secretary
The remaining 2010 Board of Directors and their main
areas of responsibility are
- Brad Armstrong (Media Coordinator, Fishing Reports)
- Ross Bishop (Shoreline Clean Up Coordinator)
- Dick Bornais
- Pete Bothwell
- Colin Brown (Salmon Derby Chairman)
- Ralph & Jo-Anne Eves (Membership Coordinators)
- Paul Heckley (Newsletter Editor, Club Photographer)
- Roger Hay
- Stefan Jackson (Website & In-House Events Coordinator)
- Dan McDonald
- Gary Mitchell
- Dave Spalding (Event Staffing Coordinator)
- Ron Spalding (Club Display Set Up)
- Frank Turnbull (Kids Training Day Coordinator)
- Jake Van Rooyen (Hatchery Manager, Gov’t Liaison)
The Board of Directors meet the first Wednesday of
each month at 7:00 PM at the Hatchery. Talk to one of
the directors if you have any suggestions or issues
related to the Bluewater Anglers club. Members are
welcome to attend the Board of Director meetings.

Seated (from left): Bob Daly, Dave Spalding, John Knight,
Dave Hicks, Pete Bothwell
nd
2 Row (from left): Roger Hay, Frank Turnbull, Jo-Anne Eves,
Ron Spalding, Dan McDonald, Paul Heckley
Back Row (from left): Dick Bornais, Jake Van Rooyen,
Gary Mitchell, Ed Holubowicz, Ross Bishop (far back),
Stefan Jackson, Ralph Eves, Paul DeVlugt
Missing: Brad Armstrong

CLUB ACTIVITY CALENDAR
For March - June 2010
March 3
March 9
March 20-21
April 6
April 7
April 17
April 24
April 30-May 9
May 19
May 29

Board of Directors Meeting
General Membership Meeting
Hatchery Open House
General Membership Meeting
Board of Directors Meeting
Shoreline Clean Up
Club Spring Derby
Bluewater Anglers 2010 Salmon Derby
Salmon Derby Awards Night
Kids Training Day

Pick up a copy of the Listing of Events 2010 at the
March or April General Meetings. Check the Bluewater
Anglers website for current information on upcoming
club events at www.bluewateranglers.com/events.html.

***** MEETING LOCATION CHANGE *****
The location of the March 9th General Meeting, the April
6th General Meeting, and the May 19th Salmon Derby
Awards has been moved to the Royal Canadian Legion,
Branch 62 (upstairs) at 286 Front Street, North due to
construction planned at the Pt. Edward Optimist Hall.
We hope to be back at the Pt. Edward Optimist Hall for
the September 7th General Meeting.

MARCH GENERAL MEETING
Tuesday, March 9, 2010

*** NEW LOCATION ***
Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 62
286 Front Street, North
Doors open at 7:00 PM
Meeting starts at 7:30 PM
AGENDA
Hatchery Update
Salmon Derby Update
Ice Fishing Derby Winners
Coming club events
Fishing Report
Swap Table
Guest Speakers/Topics
Eric Greaves
Sarnia Power & Sail Squadron
Boating Safety

2009 ANNUAL BIG FISH CONTEST
Here are the winners of the Bluewater Anglers 2009
Annual Big Fish Contest.
Salmon Category
1st Place: Steve Kuglin
2nd Place: John Hawkins
3rd Place: Derrick Curtis
Rainbow Trout Category
1st Place: Scott Desort
2nd Place: Gerry Lanteigne
3rd Place: John Hawkins
Brown Trout Category
1st Place: Bill Mercier
2nd Place: James French
3rd Place: no entry
Lake Trout Category
1st Place: Scott Desort
2nd Place: no entry
3rd Place: no entry
Walleye Category
1st Place: Scott Desort
2nd Place: Alphone Debusschere
3rd Place: Jason Ross
Bass Category
1st Place: Lou Dallaire
2nd Place: Al Desort
3rd Place: Dave Hicks

The 2009 winners are based on the records of fish
entered at Bucks Baits. Unfortunately, the records of
any fish entered at Sarnia RV were lost when the Fishing
Tackle Wholesale Outlet at Sarnia RV closed in the
spring of 2009. Our apologies to anyone affected by the
lost of the records.
The In-House Event Committee has decided not to have
an Annual Big Fish Contest in 2010 since we have lost
Fishing Tackle Wholesale Outlet as the event sponsor
($1000 donation), and there have been a limited number
of anglers entering fish the past few years.

HATCHERY REPORT
The hatchery is finally getting a few fish in the tanks.
The salmon came out of the incubators just before the
New Year and are slowly progressing. We are presently
going through a die off of the fish that have not found
the will to eat. If this runs its normal course, we will
have about 10,000 Salmon for stocking in the spring.
We will have to depend more on natural reproduction
for the next couple of years.
The first of the new rearing tanks has been put into
service with the hatching of the first batch of Brown
Trout. Approximately 25,000 Brown Trout are started in
the new tank and, if the initial behaviour is any
indication, they will do well. We managed to obtain an
additional 24,000 Brown Trout eggs from the MNR
hatchery in Sault St. Marie. The Brown Trout will be out
of the incubator trays around the middle of February
and they will go into the other new rearing tank.
The Ganaraskas Rainbow Trout are doing well. They are
over 15 grams at this point and gaining about 10% a
week. This year we are going to stock a little differently.
The plan is to stock in both the spring and the fall. The
fish will be graded in the spring with only the larger fish
being released then. The remainder will be kept for
stocking in the fall. The idea is to try and release larger
fish that should have a better chance of survival rather
than being lunch for the other predators. This will take
a larger effort from the hatchery crews and the food
costs will rise but hopefully our returns will be higher.
We are expecting 50,000 Ganaraskas Rainbow Trout
eggs in early March to keep that program going.
There will also be a few domestic Rainbow Trout
brought in to stock our pond for Kids Training Day and
the pond feeders.
Jake

NEW REARING TANKS ARRIVE

2010 HATCHERY OPERATORS

We have just received two new tanks for our early
rearing area. These tanks will be used to start our fish,
primarily Brown Trout, after they are moved from the
incubator trays. These two tanks were built by the crew
at L&M Fiberglass in Sarnia and donated to us in early
January. Assistance from companies like L&M Fiberglass
is what helps keep us a viable operation. L&M
Fiberglass has been of great assistance when we have
had problems with our tanks and piping in the past.

The successful operation of our hatchery depends on
the dedication and expertise of our volunteer hatchery
operators. We are fortunate to have an excellent group
of Bluewater Angler members and non-members who
make up one or more of the daily crews. Each crew
comes in one day a week for 1 – 2 hours to take care of
the fish, and to do routine hatchery checks and
maintenance.
We would like to recognize and thank the volunteer
hatchery operators. Thank you for your dedication.
Sunday Crew
Mark Barnett
Helder Dias
Doug Gatcliff
Wayne Giberson
Tyler Pavli
Sippi Scholtens

THANKS FOR OUR SUPPORTERS
Being a volunteer operation, we have to keep our
operating costs as low as possible without sacrificing
our care in raising fish stocks for Lake Huron and the
local sports fishing enthusiasts.
This past year we have received assistance from several
local companies and direct supporters, to name a few:
L&M Fiberglass - two new tanks and repair work
A1 Security Systems - upgrades to the building security
system
Doctor Schwab - donation for the installation of Video
Cameras
Feige Denture Clinic – donation of draw prizes for the
Hatchery Open House
Buck's Baits - cash from store donation box
Nova - cash from Coffee Fund

Monday Crew
Ross Bishop
Don Harmsworth
John Harris
Dan McDonald
Tuesday Crew
Paul DeVlugt
Bill Mercier
Roger Hay
Henry Kock
Gerry Lanteigne
Jake Van Rooyen

Wednesday Crew
Pete Bothwell
Dave Hicks
Thursday Crew
Paul Heckley
Dennis Mather
Bill Mercier
Friday Crew
Alan Boam
Maurice Cameron
Lou Dallaire
Al Desort
Sam Whiting
Saturday Crew
Wayne Giberson
Henry Kock
Rob McKessock
Sheldon McKessock

REPORT M.N.R. VIOLATIONS
If you witness or are aware of a Ministry of Natural
Resources violation, please report it by calling
1-877-TIPS-MNR (847-7667) toll-free anytime
or
your local MNR office during business hours
or
Crime Stoppers anonymously at
1-800-222-TIPS (8477).

HATCHERY OPEN HOUSE

SHORELINE CLEAN UP

Saturday, March 20 and Sunday, March 21
10:00 AM – 4:00 PM
Bluewater Anglers Fish Culture Station

Saturday, April 17, 2010
9:00 AM – 11:00 AM

Come out and see what we are doing in the building
under the bridge. Bluewater Angler volunteers are
raising a mixture of 10,000 Chinook Salmon, 50,000
Brown Trout and 50,000 Rainbow Trout this year in our
fish culture facility located under the Bluewater Bridge
in Point Edward.
Bring your family, friends and neighbours to see our
hatchery facilities and operation. Enjoy a video
presentation and a hatchery tour. Coffee, pop and
hotdogs will be available.
Everyone is welcome!

It is time to do a little spring cleaning! This club event is
held each spring to help clean up the St. Clair River
shoreline between downtown Sarnia and the Water
Treatment Plant in Point Edward. This is one of the
Bluewater Angler activities aimed at improving the
fishing experience in the local area.
Volunteers are asked to meet at the hatchery at 9:00
AM before going out to clean up a short section of the
river bank. Everyone returns to the hatchery by 11:00
AM for coffee, pop and hotdogs. Bring gloves. Trash
bags are provided. Come out and help your club.
Contact Ross Bishop (519-541-9673) if you have any
questions or need further details.

CLUB SPRING DERBY
Saturday, April 24, 2010
Weigh-in at the Hatchery from 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM
It is time to check out the boat, motor and fishing
equipment, and to practice your boat or shore fishing
technique before the 34th annual Salmon Derby starts
on Friday, April 30th.

APRIL GENERAL MEETING

The Club Spring Derby is open to both Bluewater Angler
members and the general public. Members can enter
for free while non-members must buy a $10 entry
ticket. Tickets are available at Buck’s Bait, The
Outdoorsman, and the April 6th General Meeting.

Tuesday, April 6, 2010

*** NEW LOCATION ***
Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 62
286 Front Street, North
Doors open at 7:00 PM/Meeting starts at 7:30 PM
AGENDA
Hatchery Update
Salmon Derby Update
Coming club events
Fishing Report
Swap Table
Guest Speakers/Topics
Jim Fleming, Drifter II Charters
Lake Erie & Lake St. Clair Fishing

Cash prizes of $100, $50 and $25 will be awarded for
the 3 largest salmon, and the 3 largest rainbow or
brown trout caught from shore or a boat. The
Bluewater Angler member entering the largest fish will
win $100. In addition, a minimum of 5 prizes will be
drawn from all entrants present at the weigh-in (drawn
from entry ticket stubs - no fish needs to be entered).
Weigh-in is from 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM at the hatchery.
Only one fish can be entered per category per angler.
Prizes will be awarded as soon as the weigh-in closes.
Hotdog, pop and coffee (… and fish stories) will be
available during the weigh-in. Check the Bluewater
Anglers website at www.bluewateranglers.com for
more information.

2010 SALMON DERBY
April 30 – May 9, 2010
There are less than two months to go before the start of
the 34rd Annual Salmon Derby. The Salmon Derby
Committee has been working since late September to
organize another successful event. The derby format,
rules and prize structure are unchanged from last year.
The Village of Point Edward is once again the derby
corporate sponsor and has donated the $5,000 cash
prize for the largest salmon entered in the derby.
Sponsorship and fund raising have been challenges in
the current economic climate. We are happy to have
most of our regular sponsors back again this year plus a
few new sponsors. Our sponsors are the reason that
the Salmon Derby is so successful each year. We
appreciate their continued generous support. Please
support our sponsors when you make your purchases.
If the 2008 and 2009 Salmon Derby results are any
indication, fishing should be very good again this spring.
Get a couple of friends and join this year’s Salmon
Derby. We hope to see you on the water, at the weighin stations, and at Awards Night.

Please remember the many fine Salmon Derby sponsors
when you make your next purchase. Their generous
support is what makes the Bluewater Anglers Salmon
Derby so successful.
Thank you sponsors!

ICE DERBY
Sunday, February 13, 2010
What a great day for our Ice Derby! Although the fish
were not very cooperative, the weather and the people
were. Participation was excellent in this year’s outing.
183 tickets were sold. This was an excellent
opportunity for families to participate in the Family Day
weekend and the Ontario Free Fishing Weekend. We
hope everyone had an enjoyable time out on the ice.

KIDS TRAINING DAY
Saturday, May 29, 2010
10:00 AM – 2:00 PM
The Bluewater Anglers will hold their annual Teach-AKid-To-Fish Day at the hatchery in Point Edward on
Saturday, May 29, 2010. Club volunteers will show the
kids some basic fishing techniques; including rod and
reel selection, proper casting techniques, tying different
fishing knots, fish handling and identification … and
more! Then each kid will get a chance to catch a fish
from the hatchery pond.
Once again, our event will be supported by the Bob
Izumi’s Kids, Cops & Canadian Tire Fishing Days
program. Come and see the OPP Marine, Canadian
Coast Guard, Sarnia Power Squadron and Child Find
displays. Prizes will be available for the kids. Hotdogs &
pop will be available courtesy of the Point Edward
Optimists. Bring a friend or neighbour and their kids!
Pre-registration is required in order to accommodate as
many kids as possible. First preference will be given to
kids who have not participated in the last 2 years. You
can sign up your kids, grandkids or neighbours kids (5 –
13 years of age) by contacting Jo-Anne or Ralph Eves at
519-383-0873 or raljo_eves@sympatico.ca after May 3rd.
Registrations will not be accepted before May 3rd.

Trout Category Winners were
1st
Dan Craven
3.50kg
nd
2
Lance Dugas 1.98kg
3rd
Craig McRay 1.58kg
Pike Category Winners were
1st
Randy Smith 2.86kg
2nd
Jon McInnlay 1.97kg
rd
3
Sean Weaver 1.77kg
Panfish Category Winners were
1st
John Januszkiewicz
0.19kg
2nd
Jamie Grant
0.17kg
3rd
Egon Messner 0.15kg
Thanks to all those who helped out with the club outing
- Bucks Bait, The Outdoorsman, and St. Clair Pro Tackle
for selling tickets,
- Tim Hortons for donating Tim Bits,
- No Frills for donating $25 to help pay for hot dog buns,
- Lake St Clair Pro Tackle for providing free minnows to
everyone who brought a donation for the Inn of the
Good Shepherd,
- the Bluewater Anglers directors who gave their time to
help make this event a success.
Stefan Jackson

The “Pefferlaw Perch Paradise”
We have all heard about the incredible winter perch fishing on
Lake Simcoe but it has only recently come to my attention that
winter isn’t the only productive perch fishing time on that body
of water. Not being a real fan of ice fishing (something about 15C and 25 km winds), I decided this past year to check out the
fall perch fishing in the Georgina Island / Pefferlaw area.
Apparently, fishing for perch in the fall has been terrific for
years as all the locals will agree. The facts surrounding this
phenomenon seem to centre on the seasonal movement of
the “shiners” that the perch thrive on. As the water cools off
in the deeper parts of the lake, the shiners move into
shallower areas in search of warmer water. This brings the
perch in with them. The stories of throwing back a couple of
hundred 8 to 9 inch perch a day and only keeping true jumbos
seemed a little hard to believe. Only a trip to the area would
satisfy my curiosity.
The Pefferlaw area is located on the southeast shoreline of
Lake Simcoe within about an hour drive of metro Toronto and
hence gets a fair amount of fishing pressure on weekends.
However, the activity slows down through the week after our
Thanksgiving weekend. After this time, everyone else seems
to be getting ready for deer camp or other fall activities. This
area is still popular with the American fisherman but has
reportedly fallen off sharply after the introduction of the new
passport requirements.
There are good accommodations available in the area from
camping, hotels, motels and marinas. Restaurants in the area
seem to be a little scarce but I think that is mostly due to this
being the off season for them until the ice fishing picks up.
We decided to stay at the Peninsula Resort since it included a
kitchenette in the room. This resort has a primitive launch
ramp on-site, fish cleaning station and a restaurant (only
open part time at this time period).
There is bait available at about three locations but they keep
erratic schedules due to the time of year that we are dealing
with. One suggestion would be to pick up more bait than you
think you need. Ask the folks at the bait outlet how much
bait you need. They are also a good source for fishing hot
spots from the day before. Don’t expect any GPS lat/long
numbers … it will be much more general terms including
compass directions and depth. When they say “just look for
the pack”, they aren’t kidding. There may be 50 to 60 boats
in the pack on a nice weekend day. The number drops off to
about 15 to 20 boats during the week. Just be polite when
approaching the boats and mill around for a few minutes just
to keep an eye on what area seems most active. Nobody
seemed to have any problem as long as others kept 50 feet or
so away and were quiet with their approach to and departure
from the spot.
Our first trip to Lake Simcoe was the weekend after
Thanksgiving and the pack of boats were in 25 to 30 feet of
water. The perch were extremely cooperative! Upon

dropping a double hook rig to the bottom, if you didn’t have
any action in the first 30 seconds you most likely had been
“ripped off” on the descent. Once we changed to a heavier
sinker and doubled the drop rate then the perch action was
nonstop. We used the livewell for the 9 to 10 inch fish while
all the 11 and 12 inch fish went on ice. A wash pail is a very
handy item to have aboard to temporarily put fish in for the
counting process. The M.N.R. CO in the area is VERY sticky
about even one fish too many. His strict nature is legendary
in the Lake Simcoe fishing community. There will be a few
surprise fish for added fun. The odd herring, whitefish and
catfish are mixed in the catch. You’ll know when you have
one on!

Our second trip occurred a week later, during the week. The
perch had moved into 15 to 18 feet of water. The results
were similar but there seemed to be more incidental catches
with many smaller perch. They also seemed to be roaming
through the area all day long, probably due to the boat traffic
in the shallower water.
The perch in Lake Simcoe don’t seem to be overly affected by
parasites. The ones that come to the boat are easy to spot
while you are removing the hook. They appear to have a
black pepper sprinkling on their yellow and white stripes
particularly in the gill areas.
Upon returning home and reflecting on the two trips to the
“Pefferlaw Perch Paradise”, I can assure anyone that asks if
I’d return to do the same next year, the answer is absolutely
YES!
John Knight

ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER
The Bluewater Anglers’ FISH TALES newsletter is
available by e-mail. The benefits of the electronic
version of the newsletter include:
- better print quality including color pictures and links,
- quicker distribution,
- more environmentally friendly (… save paper),
- reduced club costs for printing, envelopes & postage.
If you would like to receive your FISH TALES newsletter
by e-mail rather than regular Canada Post (… snail mail)
send a request to bluewateranglers@hotmail.com.
Please include your name and current e-mail address.

REMINDER - MEETING LOCATION CHANGE
The location of the March 9th General Meeting, the April
6th General Meeting, and the May 19th Salmon Derby
Awards has been moved to the Royal Canadian Legion,
Branch 62 (upstairs) at 286 Front Street, North due to
construction planned at the Pt. Edward Optimist Hall.
We hope to be back at the Pt. Edward Optimist Hall for
the September 7th General Meeting.

BLUEWATER ANGLERS AND OFAH MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS
Complete the forms below to become a Bluewater Anglers or OFAH member or to renew your current membership.
More information about BWA membership benefits can be found at www.bluewateranglers.com/membership.html.
Contact Ralph Eves (519-383-0873 or raljo_eves@sympatico.ca) for more information on either membership.

BLUEWATER ANGLERS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
MEMBERSHIP:

New

Renewal

Junior ($10.00)

Single ($20.00)

Family ($30.00)

.

Name

Telephone

.

Address

City

.

Postal/Zip Code

.

Province/State

Country

Email Address

OFAH Membership # __________________

Make cheque payable to BLUEWATER ANGLERS and send the completed form to
Bluewater Anglers, c/o Membership Chairman, P.O. Box 174, Sarnia Ontario N7T 7H9.

Also, did you know that you can join the Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH) at a discount rate through the
Bluewater Anglers? Apply for an OFAH membership or renew your membership using the form below.
ONTARIO FEDERATION OF ANGLERS & HUNTERS (OFAH) APPLICATION
OFAH MEMBERSHIP:

Adult ($32.50)

Family ($43.50)

Youth, under 21 ($29.50)

Name

Telephone

.

Address

City

.

Postal Code

.

Province
OFAH Membership #

Country
(if a current member)

Email Address ________________________

Make a separate cheque payable to ONTARIO FEDERATION OF ANGLERS AND HUNTERS and send the completed form
to Bluewater Anglers, c/o Membership Chairman, P.O. Box 174, Sarnia Ontario N7T 7H9.

