FISH TALES

JANUARY GENERAL MEETING

WINTER 2011

Tuesday, January 11, 2011
Point Edward Arena & Community Centre
210 Monk Street
Doors open at 7:00 PM
Meeting starts at 7:30 PM

SEASON’S GREETINGS

AGENDA
Election of 2011 Directors
Hatchery Update
Salmon Derby Update
Ice Fishing Derby
Fishing Report
Swap Table

BLUEWATER ANGLERS NEWSLETTER
www.bluewateranglers.com

Another successful year has come to an end for the
Bluewater Anglers. Our success is dependent on the
many volunteers who work at the hatchery or plan our
club events, and the membership who participate in the
club activities. We are looking forward to 2011.

Guest Speakers/Topics
Bill Davies
Davies Enterprises / Milt’s Tackle
Ice Fishing Tackle & Tips

We thank you for your support
and wish you a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year

ELECTION OF 2011 – 2013 DIRECTORS

Paul DeVlugt
President, Bluewater Anglers

CLUB ACTIVITY CALENDAR
For January – March 2011
January 11
January 12
February 2
February 19
February 25-27
March 2
March 8
March 19-20

General Membership Meeting
Board of Directors Meeting
Board of Directors Meeting
Ice Fishing Derby
London Boat / Fishing Show
Board of Directors Meeting
General Membership Meeting
Hatchery Open House

Pick up a copy of the Listing of Events 2011 at the
January 11th General Meeting and check the Bluewater
Anglers website for current information on upcoming
club events at www.bluewateranglers.com/events.html.

The Board of Directors would like to acknowledge and
thank this year’s retiring directors for their service and
dedication during the past 3 years. This year’s retiring
directors are Ross Bishop, Pete Bothwell, Colin Brown,
Ralph Eves, Jo-Anne Eves, John Knight, Dan McDonald,
Dave Spalding, Ron Spalding, Frank Turnbull, and Jake
Van Rooyen.
At least five (5) new directors are needed for the 2011 –
2013 term. One third of the Bluewater Anglers Board of
Directors is elected to a 3 year term at the first General
Meeting of the year. This provides both continuity and
new blood on your Board of Directors. New ideas and
perspectives will help our club grow and prosper. Both
shore and boat fishermen/fisherwomen are needed.
The job is not difficult or time consuming. Board of
Directors meetings are held the first Wednesday of each
month and generally last about 1.5 hours.
If you are interested in becoming a Director or know a
club member who is interested, please contact Paul
DeVlugt (519-845-3064) or Paul Heckley (519-869-2593)
before the January 11th meeting. Last minute
volunteers or nominations will be accepted at the
January 11th General Meeting.

FALL BIG FISH DERBY
Saturday, September 18, 2010
Participation in the club’s last outing of the year was
good. Seventy nine tickets were sold. Unfortunately,
the weather was uncooperative with thunderstorms
and strong winds most of the morning. Only 5 fish were
entered (… 2 from shore and 3 from boats).

(Fawn Island) up through and including Point Edward.
The Ice Fishing Derby starts at 6:00 AM on Saturday,
February 19th. Participants must bring their catch to
the weigh-in station located at the Centennial Park boat
ramp parking lot at Sarnia Bay. All fish must be
weighed in by 11:30 AM.

The winners were …
#1: Bob Daly (right; 3.18kg rainbow trout)
#2: Dave Stewart (2nd from right; 2.21kg rainbow trout)
#3: Paul Cantin (left; 1.59kg salmon)
#4: Kim Leong (2nd from left; 1.00kg brown trout)
#5: Alphonse Debusschere (centre; 0.99kg brown trout)
Bob Daly was the member with the biggest fish.
2010 Fall Big Fish Derby Winners

Prizes are based on 90% of ticket sales and 10% will go
to the Bluewater Anglers Hatchery. Cash prizes will be
awarded based on size / weight in each fish category;
Panfish (including perch, crappie, sunfish, rock bass),
Pike, and Trout (rainbow and brown trout). You are
allowed to enter only one fish per category. If no fish
are entered in a category, that fish category is deferred
to the Panfish category. Prizes will be awarded
immediately after the weigh-in closes at 11:30 AM.

Special thanks to Lake St. Clair Pro Tackle for assisting
with the draw prizes.

ICE FISHING DERBY

Full Ice Fishing Derby details will be available at the
January 11th General Meeting, at Bucks Baits or The
Outdoorsman or on the Bluewater Anglers club events
web page at www.bluewateranglers.com/events.html.
Dan Cravin (3.5kg Rainbow Trout)

Saturday, February 19, 2011
The Ice Fishing Derby is open to both Bluewater Anglers
members and the general public. Bring the family or a
friend. This is a license free weekend in Ontario … so no
fishing license is needed.
An entry fee of $5.00 per person must accompany the
entry form. Entry forms and complete Ice Fishing Derby
information will be available at the January 11th General
Membership meeting, Bucks Bait or The Outdoorsman
until 4:30 PM on Friday, February 18th, and the
Centennial Park boat ramp parking lot at Sarnia Bay on
Saturday, February 19th from 6:00 AM - 9:00 AM.
Everyone must buy a ticket before they start fishing.
The derby boundaries are from the Floodway Dam

In case of inclement weather or unsafe ice conditions,
the Ice Fishing Derby will be cancelled. If in doubt,
listen to the radio in the morning.

HATCHERY REPORT
Once again the hatchery has been very busy since our
September general meeting. The response to our
request for help with the fin-clipping of the Brown Trout
(… this is a MNR requirement before we stock any fish)
was GREAT! We had 23 members volunteer to help
with the clipping. We clipped over 30,000 Brown Trout
in about 6 hours … and remarkably we lost only 12 fish.
We will be doing this again with the Rainbow Trout in
January. We will ask for help at the January meeting.

Salmon Egg Collection: We had at lot of apprehension
about this fall’s salmon egg collection given the history
of the past couple of years where we spent several days
trying to get a decent egg count. To add to our
frustrations, the MNR has cut back on all egg collection
permits. We have been reduced from 185,000 to
110,000 eggs. The reports from Owen Sound were not
good before we finally got the approval to start
collecting salmon eggs. While the Sydenham Sportsmen
had a very good take and completed their collection in 2
days, the Lake Huron Club spent 13 days to get their
110,000 eggs. We arrived at the Mill Dam to a major
surprise … the fish ladder was full of Salmon! The first
day we made two lifts and collected approximately
60,000 eggs. The second day was even better as we
only made one lift and had the remainder of our quota,
and there were still fish in the ladder. These were the
best fish we have seen in over 5 years. The fish were in
excellent condition with the females weighing from 15
to 25 lbs. The eggs were much larger than previous
years … averaging 3,950 eggs per litre instead of 4,500.
Of the 100 approximately fish we handled, 60% were
hatchery fish with adipose fin clips. We have never
seen more than about 1% with clips in previous years.
Our collection was more difficult this year since we had
to use the fish ladder for the total collection. The sluice
way gates were broken and no water could be diverted.

As it worked out, the ladder worked well but it involved
a bit more physical labour. We received a lot of great
help from the University of Western Ontario who were
doing a Salmon study in the area. The ladder is likely
going to be the method of the future at the Mill Dam.
The Fruits of Our Labour: We completed the fall
stocking on October 25th, 26th & 27th. These were the
fish held in the hatchery over the summer to grow.
These were 3 very busy days. In total, we stocked 3,550
lbs of fish. Here is a summary of fish stocked and sites
1) 2102 Salmon stocked at Port Franks. The Salmon
were an experiment to see how they would grow if held
over until fall. The spring release was 5.7 grams; these
fish were 57.3 grams. They appeared to be more fragile
at release than the smaller fish.
2) 12,479 Ganaraskas Rainbow Trout were release at
the end of Exmouth St., Port Franks and the boat launch
at Highland Glen. These fish averaged over 60 grams.
3) 32,330 Brown Trout, at 23 grams and 13 cm, were
released at the same sites as the Rainbow Trout with a
heavy loading on the river.
We did not do any stream stocking this fall as the water
levels were very low and there was very little flow.
2010 was a successful year for the hatchery and we are
progressing towards a successful 2011. At present, we
have 30,000 - 35,000 Ganaraskas Rainbow Trout
developing nicely at about 5 grams. We have about
90,000 salmon fry ready to come out of the incubator
trays by Christmas. A new batch of 25,000 Brown Trout
eggs is expected before the end of the year. The next
batch of 50,000 Ganaraskas Rainbow Trout eggs will be
here in March. 2011 will be another busy year!
Special thanks to all the help for the fin-clipping, egg
collection, and stocking. A lot of hands make the work a
lot more fun & easier … come on in and get yours wet.

Jake

KAYAK FISHING
A new way to enjoy the sport we love
Kayak fishing is growing steadily in popularity. With the
cost of gas and the interest in health, many people are
turning to kayaks as a way to enjoy the sport they love
while keeping in shape and saving money at the same
time. But kayak fishing offers many benefits beyond the
monetary and kinaesthetic.
Imagine floating down a river on an early October day.
The sun is shining, a light breeze is blowing and the
leaves are in their full glory. There is no need to paddle
as the gentle flow of the river slowly drifts you past the
picturesque landscape. Your cares melt away as you
relax and enjoy the scenery. But then, the rod you are
holding gives a mighty tug as a large smallmouth bass
picks up the tube that has been following your kayak as
you drift down the river. The 5 lb. hog peels line as it
runs with your offering it mistook as an easy meal to
help prepare it for the winter as it puts on the fall
feedbag. The battle is on. After numerous acrobatic
leaps you finally coax your adversary into position so
you can pull it into your kayak, take its picture to
remember the fight, and release it to be caught another
day.

large fish needed to pique its interest in your bait. It
makes a rush up from the bottom to ambush your
spinner and finds itself hooked and not ready to give in.
Unlike the 5lb. bass, this 35lb. 48 inch musky has the
ability to take you for a ride around the lake. This duel
drags on for a while but it has the same end result. You
have a picture that captures the memory of a lifetime,
and the fish swims away to continue patrolling its
shoreline.
These examples capture both extremes in kayak fishing.
It can be relaxing or exciting. But there is so much more
to kayak fishing that draws people from all ages and
interests into the sport. Kayaks have evolved quite a bit
over the last 10 - 15 years. Most people think of kayaks
as unstable, tippy, and hard to manoeuvre machines
that can’t carry much cargo and are hard to get into and
out of. Fishing kayaks on the other hand are what we
call “sit on top”. This means you sit on them and not in
them. Their hull design is so stable that you are able to
stand up in many of them while you fish. They are
designed for the fisherman with rod holders, places to
store your tackle and even a place to mount your fish
finder.
Kayak rigged for fishing

Stefan floating the Grand River

Imagine you are slowly paddling parallel to the
shoreline in 12 feet of water just off the edge of a
weedbed. Your spinner bait buzzes 6 feet below the
surface about 75 feet behind the kayak. You observe a
small point jutting out into the water under your boat
as you glance at the fish finder. Just above that point
you see an arch that represents a rather large fish. You
continue paddling and increase your pace just to be
sure your lure raises a little higher and doesn’t get stuck
on bottom. This increase in speed was just what that

Kayaks are relatively inexpensive. Instead of paying
thousands for a boat and motor, you can pick up a new
kayak for well under $1000 if you shop around. You can
carry them on top of almost any vehicle to get to the
place you want to fish. You can fish by yourself or get
together with a group of people who all enjoy kayak
fishing. There are many benefits to fishing in a kayak.
You can access areas that you can’t walk to or get to in a
power boat. You can sneak up on fish with your
stealthy approach. There is a definite excitement to
being right there in the water with the fish while you
battle it.

With the advances in waterproof clothing you can easily
fish from April to October in comfort. And with the
increase in popularity, there has been a huge increase in
product support from the manufacturers. Scotty makes
a variety of mounts for rods, anchors, lights and other
hardware. Hummingbird makes a fish finder designed
specifically to be mounted in a kayak.
Drifting the St. Clair River mouth for walleye

There are many information sources to learn about
kayak fishing ranging from books to web sites and even
a kayak fishing show on WFN. So if all of this sounds
like it might be something you would enjoy, take the
time to do a little more research and hook up with
someone who has a kayak and give it a try. You never
know, you might just get hooked on a whole new way
to fish. Here are a couple of websites to check out
- Ontario Kayak Fishing - Yakfisher at
www.yakfisher.net, and
- Canadian Kayak Anglers at
www.canadiankayakanglers.com
Stefan Jackson

Gibb Wilson Contracting will be a new Salmon Derby
Gold Sponsor (… donation of $1,000 or more in cash or
merchandise) plus a major advertiser in the Salmon
Derby brochure. We have received interest from
several other potential new sponsors and advertisers.
There will be more information at the January meeting.
If you know of any company that might be interested in
becoming a Salmon Derby sponsor or an advertiser in
the Salmon Derby brochure, please contact Gerry
Fawdry (519-542-2764 for sponsors) or Pete Bothwell
(519-869-4611 for advertisers). We are happy to follow
up on any new leads.
2011 Salmon Derby Committee

2011 SALMON DERBY UPDATE
Planning and preparations for the 2011 Salmon Derby
started in late September and are progressing well.
Once again, we have an excellent committee planning
next spring’s event. No major changes are planned in
the 2011 Salmon Derby format, prize structure or
weigh-in stations. The 2011 Salmon Derby starts on
Friday, April 29th and ends on Sunday, May 8th.
Derby information packages have been prepared and
sent to previous and potential new Salmon Derby
sponsors and brochure advertisers. Initial response
through the end of November has been very positive.
We hope that most of our previous sponsors and
advertisers will return for the 2011 Salmon Derby.

Front row (left to right): Helen Blondin, Lloyd Blondin,
Pete Bothwell, Ralph McMurter
Middle row (left to right): Dave Stewart, Bob Daly,
Henry Kock, Colin Brown, Larry Emery, Paul Heckley
Back row (left to right): Gerry Fawdry, Ross Bishop, Rick
Vriesinga, Ralph Eves, Paul DeVlugt
Missing: Ed Holubowicz

ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER

Sarnia Lambton Crime Stoppers

The Bluewater Anglers’ FISH TALES newsletter is
available by e-mail. The benefits of the electronic
version of the newsletter include:
- better print quality including color pictures and links,
- quicker distribution,
- more environmentally friendly (… save paper),
- reduced club costs for printing, envelopes & postage.
If you would like to receive your FISH TALES newsletter
by e-mail rather than regular Canada Post (… snail mail)
send a request to bluewateranglers@hotmail.com.
Please include your name and current e-mail address.

You can call Sarnia Lambton Crime Stoppers if you have
information about persons breaking the law while
fishing or hunting, by poaching, fishing illegally or selling
angler caught fish? We will get your information to the
MNR and if your tip is successful, you could receive a
cash reward. You never have to give your name or go to
court. Call Crime Stoppers any time of the day or night
1-800-222-TIPS … that’s 1-800-222-8477
“the public, the media and the police working
together for safe communities”

BLUEWATER ANGLERS AND OFAH MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS
Complete the forms below to become a Bluewater Anglers or OFAH member or to renew your current membership.
More information about membership benefits can be found at www.bluewateranglers.com/membership.html. Contact
Ralph Eves (519-383-0873 or raljo_eves@sympatico.ca) for more information on either membership.
BLUEWATER ANGLERS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
MEMBERSHIP:

New

Renewal

Junior ($10.00)

Single ($20.00)

Family ($30.00)

.

Name

Telephone

.

Address

City

.

Postal/Zip Code

.

Province/State

Country

Email Address

OFAH Membership # __________________

Make cheque payable to BLUEWATER ANGLERS and send the completed form to
Bluewater Anglers, c/o Membership Chairman, P.O. Box 174, Sarnia Ontario N7T 7H9.
Also, did you know that you can join the Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH) at a discount rate through the
Bluewater Anglers? Apply for an OFAH membership or renew your membership using the form below.
ONTARIO FEDERATION OF ANGLERS & HUNTERS (OFAH) APPLICATION
OFAH MEMBERSHIP:

Adult ($32.50)

Family ($43.50)

Youth, under 21 ($29.50)

Name

Telephone

.

Address

City

.

Postal Code

.

Province
OFAH Membership #

Country
(if a current member)

Email Address ________________________

Make a separate cheque payable to ONTARIO FEDERATION OF ANGLERS AND HUNTERS and send the completed form
to Bluewater Anglers, c/o Membership Chairman, P.O. Box 174, Sarnia Ontario N7T 7H9.

FISH TALES
BLUEWATER ANGLERS NEWSLETTER
www.bluewateranglers.com

Fall 2011

CLUB ACTIVITY CALENDAR
For September - December 2011
September 7
September 13
September 17
September 26
October 5
November 2
December 7

Board of Directors Meeting
General Membership Meeting
Fall Big Fish Derby
Salmon Derby Committee Mtg
Board of Directors Meeting
Board of Directors Meeting
Board of Directors Meeting

Check the Bluewater Anglers website for current
information on upcoming club events at
www.bluewateranglers.com/events.html.

SEPTEMBER GENERAL MEETING
Tuesday, September 13, 2011
Point Edward Arena & Community Centre
210 Monk Street
Doors open at 7:00 PM
Meeting starts at 7:30 PM
AGENDA
Hatchery Update
Salmon Derby Update
Coming Club Events
Fishing Report
Swap Table
GUEST SPEAKER
David Gonder
Management Biologist
Upper Great Lakes Management Unit
Lake Huron Office
TOPIC
State of the Lake, Asian Carp,
Lake Trout Stocking Plan

BLUEWATER ANGLERS
FALL BIG FISH DERBY
Saturday, September 17, 2011
Bring the family or a friend and participate in the last
Bluewater Angler fishing event of the year. Everyone is
invited to participate in the Fall Big Fish Derby. All you
need is an entry ticket and a valid fishing license for the
waters you are fishing. The entry fee is $10.00 per
person. All entries must be purchased by 4:30 PM Friday
Sept 16, 2011. Entry forms and derby information will
be available at The Outdoorsman, Bucks Baits, and the
September 13th General Membership Meeting.
This is a BOAT and SHORE event. If fishing from a boat,
all people aboard must have an entry ticket.
The Salmon Derby boundaries apply for this event (… in
the St. Clair River south to the south end of Fawn Island,
east to the harbour at Grand Bend, and north to the
trailer park north of Lexington, Michigan). Boundaries
for all streams and rivers entering into the St. Clair River
or Lake Huron are upstream to the first bridge or
roadway, whichever comes first.
This is a single fish derby. Derby contestants are allowed
to enter only their SINGLE heaviest fish. Only Salmon,
Rainbow Trout, and Brown Trout are eligible.
Participants must bring their catch to the weigh-in
station, located at the FISH HATCHERY, between 2:00 PM
and 3:00 PM, September 17th, 2011. You must be in line
by 3:00 PM for your entry to be eligible.
Prizes will be presented immediately following the
weigh-in. Cash prizes will be awarded for the 5 heaviest
fish entered. The following will be the breakdown of
cash prizes based on total entry fees:
1st
35%
4th
10%
nd
2
20%
5th
5%
rd
3
15%
15% for the fish hatchery
Come out and enjoy the last club event of the year.

HATCHERY REPORT
We have been busy this summer catching up with the
maintenance projects. The aeration towers are cleaned,
the pumps are all cleaned and rebuilt, and the
incubators are cleaned and ready for Salmon eggs. All
this work has kept Henry Kock and Paul DeVlugt very
busy on Tuesdays since the derby. GREAT JOB guys!
At present, the hatchery has 8,500 Rainbow Trout that
we held over from the spring. They have progressed
nicely and now average about 40 grams. They should be
about 60 grams when we stock them in November. This
will be after the cormorants have left the area.
Our 22,000 Brown Trout are now in their growth mode
and are gaining about 10% a week. They should be close
to 20 grams for the fall stocking in November.
The newest batch of Ganaraskas Rainbow Trout has gone
through a tough start. Of the 50,000 eggs that we
started with in May, we now have 35,000 fry in the
rearing tanks. This batch of eggs was very late arriving
and the eggs were not as large as previous years. The fry
were slow to start eating and the early die off was
significant. They have stabilized now and are growing as
expected. They will be released next spring.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR FIN CLIPPING
AND SALMON EGG COLLECTION
In September, we will be asking for volunteers to help
with fin clipping the 22,000 Brown Trout.
In early October, we will need people to help with the
annual Chinook salmon egg collection and fertilization
back at the hatchery.
There will be more information and sign-up sheets at the
September 13th General Meeting. Call Jake at 519-8692371 if you can help with either of these two tasks but
can’t make the September 13th meeting. It is a great way
to see how the hatchery runs and meet other members.

HATCHERY RAISED
SALMON DERBY WINNERS
Two of the top 10 salmon caught during the 2011
Salmon Derby were hatchery raised fish (… clipped
adipose fins). Hopefully, there will be more hatchery
raised fish caught during next spring’s Salmon Derby.

The rearing plan for the coming 2011/2112 season is
110,000 Chinook salmon eggs … still subject to MNR
discussions. Egg collection will be in early October.
30,000 Brown Trout eggs from the MNR hatchery in
Sault St. Marie should arrive in late December. We are
scheduled to receive 50,000 Ganaraskas Rainbow Trout
eggs from the MNR hatchery in Sault St. Marie in March
or April 2012.
As you can see, we have been busy and we have a fairly
aggressive schedule for the coming season. The existing
hatchery workers have done a terrific job keeping YOUR
hatchery running and in top condition. We need to start
getting more members involved in the day to day
hatchery operations if we are to continue. Age is not
something that slows down.

3rd Place Winner: Brad Kuglin (18.22 lbs)

We will have a major project at the hatchery this fall.
The existing auxiliary diesel generator will be replaced.
The expense to repair the existing obsolete unit is
significant and the Board of Directors decided to replace
the unit with one that is state of the art technology.
Jake

4th Place Winner: Jake Van Rooyen (17.64 lbs)

KNOW THE FISHING REGULATIONS
… AND KNOW WHERE YOU ARE
Several local anglers were charged this past spring at
Cow Creek for fishing in a closed season area.
Lake Huron is located in FMZ 13 and the inland waters in
our area are located in FMZ 16. At present, the
boundary between FMZ 13 and FMZ 16 is the Lake
Huron water’s edge … not the first bridge off the lake at
Lakeshore Road.
When you are fishing north of the bridge in Cow Creek
(… or as a lot of us know it Perch Creek) in Brights Grove,
you are fishing in FMZ 16 until you pass the shoreline
and the FMZ 16 regulations apply. Rainbow Trout
season in FMZ 16 does not open until the 4th Saturday of
April and it closes on September 30th.
The Bluewater Anglers are working to have the boundary
between FMZ 13 and FMZ 16 changed to the first bridge
but until then know where you are fishing and know the
applicable fishing seasons and regulations.

FAMILY FUN FISHING DERBY
The fourth Family Fun Fishing (i.e. Goby) Derby held on
Saturday, July 9, 2011 was another huge hit. Twenty
nine families, including 63 kids and 53 adults,
participated. The weather was perfect, and there were
prizes and food for everyone.
In the Goby division the winners were
1st Place - Lavoie Family
2nd Place - Doan Family
3rd Place - Woolaver Family
In the single big fish division the winners were
1st Place - Ryan Young
(15 1/4 inch bass)
nd
2 Place - Shamus McCarthy (12 1/2 inch mud puppy)
3rd Place - Justin Sturch
(9 1/2 inch rock bass)
Thanks to Eric's Pro Tackle in Wallaceburg and the Plain
family for supplying all the worms for the event. Thanks
to the Outdoorsman for a variety of prizes, and to Randy
Fulkerson for making some walleye spinners for prizes.
Also a special thanks to the directors and Bluewater
Anglers members who helped out in a variety of ways to
make this event a success.

VILLAGE OF POINT EDWARD AND THE
BLUEWATER ANGLERS WALLEYE DERBY
August 5 - 6, 2011
The weather and fish cooperated for the 5th annual
Walleye Derby held on Friday night, August 5th and
Saturday morning, August 6th. Eighty two tickets were
sold for the event. Thirty three walleye were entered in
the single fish event. The winning fish were smaller than
previous years but several lucky anglers had limit catches
in their coolers. The walleye came from both the river
and the mouth of the lake.
There was a 3 way tie for 1st place. The tie was broken
based on the order that the fish were weighed in. The
Walleye Derby winners were
1. Chris Vandenheuvel (1.40 kg; $500)
2. Tom Mandeville
(1.40 kg; $250)
3. Chris Garwood
(1.40 kg; $125)
4. Joe Cooper
(1.35 kg; $100)
5. Joe Dunham
(1.34 kg; $50)
6. Kyle Green
(1.32 kg; $25)
7. Gil Gonyeau
(1.31 kg; $25)
8. Robert Brunet
(1.30 kg; $25)
9. James Timmington (1.26 kg; $25)
10. Terry Latham
(1.22 kg; $25)
Tom Mandeville was the Bluewater Angler member with
the largest walleye. He won an additional $100.

SALMON DERBY UPDATE
As you can see in the Salmon Derby Financial Summary
below, we had another successful Salmon Derby. While
ticket sales were down 6.6%, overall profit was up
approx. $2,800 (24%) due mainly to generous
sponsorship which allowed us to purchase fewer prizes.
All Salmon Derby profits go towards the operation of our
hatchery. Thanks to everyone who participated in the
Salmon Derby, the Salmon Derby Committee members,
the volunteers, and our many wonderful sponsors.
2011 SALMON DERBY FINANCIAL SUMMARY
(as of July 16, 2011)
ACTUAL
REVENUES
2010
Ticket Sales
24,150
Tabloid
5,800
Sponsors
12,040
Awards Night Draw 1,075
Hats & Shirts Sales
200
TOTAL REVENUE
43,265
EXPENSES
Hats & Shirts
Tabloid
Prizes
Weigh Stations
Office & Misc
Advertising &
Promotion
TOTAL EXPENSES
NET PROCEEDS

Coordinator
Frank
T Turnbull

3rd Place
Chris
Garwood

2nd Place
1St Place
Tom
Chris
Mandeville Vandenheuvel

We thank The Village of Point Edward for donating the
$500 prize for the largest walleye, and Angling Sports,
London (rod & reel combo) and Eric's Pro Tackle,
Wallaceburg (tackle assortment) for providing the draw
prizes. Also, thanks to everyone who helped with the
weigh-in and participated in this year’s event.

BUDGET
2011
22,000
6,000
13,000
1,000
300
42,300

ACTUAL
2011
22,575
6,200
12,510
1,265
240
42,790

2,068
2,819
17,167
3,385
912

1,800
2,700
18,000
3,300
900

2,346
2,876
13,543
3,084
835

5,170
31,521

5,500
32,200

5,553
28,237

11,744

10,100

14,553

Planning for next spring’s 2012 Salmon Derby is about to
begin. The 2012 Salmon Derby dates are April 27 - May
6, 2012. The first meeting of the 2012 Salmon Derby
Committee will be held on Monday, September 26th at
7:00 PM at the Hatchery. Come out and help with the
planning of next spring’s Salmon Derby. New blood and
new ideas are needed and always welcome.
There will be more information at the September 13th
General Meeting. Contact Colin Brown (519-869-4099,
colinbrown@cogeco.ca) or Pete Bothwell (518-8694011, pbothwell@cogeco.ca) if you have any questions
but can’t attend the September 13th General Meeting.

MICHIGAN PROPOSAL FOR CHINOOK
SALMON STOCKING IN LAKE HURON
The Michigan DNR is recommending that the stocking of
Chinook salmon in Lake Huron be stopped for at least
the next 5 years. The following information has been
extracted from a Special Report - Lake Huron Chinook
Salmon Issues published by the Great Lakes Sport Fishing
Council in August 2011. The full GLSFC report can be
found on the Bluewater Anglers website
(www.bluewateranglers.com).
......
In 2006, the Michigan DNR reduced Chinook salmon
stocking in Lake Huron by 50% in response to a greatly
reduced forage fish population, and evidence that most
of the salmon in the lake were produced naturally. At
that time, the DNR made a commitment to reassess the
Chinook stocking issue in five years. Annual angler
surveys show the fishing has not improved, but has
further deteriorated.
......
Summary of Findings:
The Lake Huron food web has radically changed
during the previous 10-15 years.
The forage base (prey fish) is no longer dominated by
alewife and smelt.
Recruitment of wild lake trout and walleye is
increasing in Lake Huron, a sign that native species
are adapting to major ecological changes caused by
zebra and quagga mussel infestation.
Increasing populations of lake trout and walleye are
contributing to post stocking predation and mortality
on spring fingerling Chinook salmon.
Based on data collected from 2000-2009, it is
estimated that more than 80% of the Chinook salmon
in Lake Huron are naturally-reproduced.
In recent years, the returns of stocked Chinook salmon
to the creel (angler harvest) and the Swan River weir
have been at record low levels.
A Chinook salmon stocking reduction is a defensible
approach to managing the fishery in Lake Huron and
should be viewed as adaptive management in the
face of historic changes to the ecology of Lake Huron.
......
Taking into account the many biological and social
factors discussed above, including a high amount of wild
recruitment of Chinook salmon, three scenarios for future
Chinook salmon stocking have been considered by
fisheries managers.
1) Maintain current Chinook salmon stocking numbers
and locations on Lake Huron (… not recommended).

2) Maintain Chinook salmon stocking at all current
locations on Lake Huron, but reduce by 50% the number
stocked at each location (… not recommended).
3) Maintain Chinook salmon stocking at Nunn’s Creek
and Swan River, and suspend Chinook salmon stocking at
all other Lake Huron locations (… recommended).
......
A decision to discontinue Chinook salmon stocking at all
other current locations on Lake Huron would result in an
annual stocking reduction of approximately 630,000 fish.
......
The Department of Natural Resources will host three
public meetings in the Lake Huron Watershed to discuss
the future of Chinook salmon stocking in the lake
(… meetings were scheduled for August 8, 9 & 10).
......
It is imperative that decisions affecting the number of
fish to be stocked in 2012 are made in time to adjust fall
egg take. Consequently, a decision affecting the 2012
stocking of Chinook salmon must be made by October of
2011 before egg take is completed.

16’ 9” SUNRAY (1977) – WHITE
85 HP 1978 Evinrude outboard
Back to back sleeper seats; two rear bench seats
Walk through windshield (but not a bowrider)
Canopy top, full weather closure
Includes kicker motor bracket, Cadet depth
finder, Hummingbird fish finder, anchor, spare
tire, and two 25 litre gas tanks
Full steering assembly replaced in 2010
Power head rebuild in 2000
New gear case in 1998
Great ski / tubing combo
Main use has been fishing April thru October
Asking Price $2,800
I have owned this boat since 1988. I want to move up to
a bigger fishing boat so there is lots of room for the kids
and grandkids! Call Al Dezort at 542-6992.

ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER

SARNIA LAMBTON CRIME STOPPERS

The Bluewater Anglers’ FISH TALES newsletter is
available by e-mail. The benefits of the electronic
version of the newsletter include:
- better print quality including color pictures and links,
- quicker distribution,
- more environmentally friendly (… save paper),
- reduced club costs for printing, envelopes & postage.
If you would like to receive your FISH TALES newsletter
by e-mail rather than regular Canada Post (… snail mail)
send a request to bluewateranglers@hotmail.com.
Please include your name and current e-mail address.

You can call Sarnia Lambton Crime Stoppers if you
have information about persons breaking the law
while fishing or hunting, by poaching, fishing illegally
or selling angler caught fish? We will forward your
information to the MNR. If your tip is successful, you
could receive a cash reward. You never have to give
your name or go to court.
Call Crime Stoppers any time of the day or night

1-800-222-TIPS … that’s 1-800-222-8477

BLUEWATER ANGLERS AND OFAH MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS
Complete the forms below to become a Bluewater Anglers or OFAH member or to renew your current membership.
More information about BWA membership benefits can be found at www.bluewateranglers.com/membership.html.
Contact Ralph Eves (519-383-0873 or raljo_eves@sympatico.ca) for more information on either membership.

BLUEWATER ANGLERS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
MEMBERSHIP:

New

Renewal

Junior ($10.00)

Single ($20.00)

Family ($30.00)

.

Name

Telephone

.

Address

City

.

Postal/Zip Code

.

Province/State

Country

Email Address

OFAH Membership # __________________

Make cheque payable to BLUEWATER ANGLERS and send the completed form to
Bluewater Anglers, c/o Membership Chairman, P.O. Box 174, Sarnia Ontario N7T 7H9.

Also, did you know that you can join the Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH) at a discount rate through the
Bluewater Anglers? Apply for an OFAH membership or renew your membership using the form below.
ONTARIO FEDERATION OF ANGLERS & HUNTERS (OFAH) APPLICATION
OFAH MEMBERSHIP:

Adult ($32.50)

Family ($43.50)

Youth, under 21 ($29.50)

Name

Telephone

.

Address

City

.

Postal Code

.

Province
OFAH Membership #

Country
(if a current member)

Email Address ________________________

Make a separate cheque payable to ONTARIO FEDERATION OF ANGLERS AND HUNTERS and send the completed form
to Bluewater Anglers, c/o Membership Chairman, P.O. Box 174, Sarnia Ontario N7T 7H9.
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CLUB ACTIVITY CALENDAR
For June - September 2011
July 6
July 9
August 3
August 5 - 6
September 7
September 13
September 17

Board of Directors Meeting
Family Fun Fishing Day
Board of Directors Meeting
Walleye Derby
Board of Directors Meeting
General Membership Meeting
Fall Big Fish Derby

Check the Bluewater Anglers website for current
information on upcoming club events at
www.bluewateranglers.com/events.html.

FAMILY FUN FISHING DAY

Registration will be held at the Bluewater Anglers booth
in Centennial Park near the fountain by the parking lot at
the end of London Road at Front Street. You must signin to receive a bucket to collect your gobies, and your
ticket for a hot dog and a pop at the weigh-in. Children
under 12 must be accompanied by an adult.
You will fish as a family. If your children have brought
friends, they will be counted as part of your family for
the outing. A limited amount of fishing rods and bait will
be available at the registration booth.
You can fish between Ferry Dock Hill and the
Government Docks. There will be prizes for the most
gobies caught by a family (# per person basis) plus the
biggest fish caught. Please place all gobies caught by
your family in your bucket. Bluewater Angler members
will be located around the fishing area to assist you and
to measure any fish over 8 inches. This will allow you to
live release the larger fish if you do not wish to keep it to
eat.

Saturday, July 9,
8:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Get the family together and join in this fun club outing.
The price is right - the outing is FREE. You do not need
an Ontario fishing license to participate since it is
planned as part of the Ontario Family Fishing Week.

Bring your bucket of gobies to the Hatchery in Point
Edward (under the Bluewater Bridge) between 11:00
a.m. – 11:30 a.m. to weigh in your catch, and to redeem
your ticket for a hot dog and a pop.
The event will take place if it is raining. However, the
event will be cancelled if there is thunder and lightning.
There is no rain date. Listen to the local radio station if
the weather is questionable.

VILLAGE OF POINT EDWARD AND THE
BLUEWATER ANGLERS WALLEYE DERBY
August 5 - 6, 2011
Any person is eligible to enter this club event provided
they have a valid fishing license and have purchased
their $10.00 entry ticket. This is a BOAT and SHORE
event. If fishing from a boat, all persons on board must
have an entry ticket. Tickets are available at Bucks Baits
and The Outdoorsman until 4:30 pm on Friday, August
5th. All monies raised support the Bluewater Anglers.
Start time is 6:00 pm Friday August 5, 2011. Weigh-in
will be at Hatchery from 10:00 am-11:00 am Saturday
August 6th. You MUST be in line by 11:00 am to have
your entries qualify. This is a single fish weigh-in ... you
only weigh in your largest walleye.
The Bluewater Anglers Salmon Derby boundaries apply
... in the St. Clair River south to the south end of Fawn
Island, east to the harbour at Grand Bend, and north to
the trailer park north of Lexington.
Prizes will be awarded for the top 10 single weights.
1st
$500.00
4th
$100.00
nd
2
$250.00
5th
$50.00
rd
th
th
3
$125.00
6 -10 $25 each
Thanks again to the Village of Point Edward for the
donation of the $500 first place prize.
Winners will be announced immediately after
completion of the weigh-in. All prize winners must show
valid fishing license to claim their prize. There will be a
minimum of 5 draw prizes with winners drawn from all
Walleye Derby tickets purchased. You must be present
to win a draw prize.

HATCHERY REPORT
So far the 2011 season for the hatchery has been very
successful. In mid April we completed the spring
stocking of 86,000 Chinook salmon and 33,000
Ganaraskas rainbow trout. The fish were stocked in the
inland creeks as much as possible using our normal
stocking sites at Port Franks, Hickory Creek, Cow Creek
and the St. Clair River at Exmouth Street. All the fish
stocked were larger than we have seen for some time.
The better quality of last falls’ salmon eggs had a lot to
do with this season’s success.
At present, we have 25,000 brown trout that have just
been moved from the starting tanks to the larger
raceways. There are about 8,500 rainbow trout that are
being held over to grow in the hatchery until fall. This
year’s batch of 50,000 Ganaraskas rainbow trout eggs
were late arriving due to a late spawning season in Sault
Ste. Marie. The eggs arrived in early May. The fry have
just moved from the incubators to the starting tanks.
The annual “Kids Training Day” was again a great success
with the kids catching about 160 fish from the pond.
These fish were released at Exmouth Street and weighed
from 5 to 18 pounds. There should be some exciting
fishing in this area for the next several weeks.
The public viewing pond has been restocked with 250
domestic rainbow trout averaging about 2 pounds. They
will be ready for the kids next spring and will provide lots
of excitement at the feeding station for the visitors over
the summer and fall.
This summer will be busy catching up with numerous
maintenance projects. The two aeration towers require
a cleaning to remove the iron build up and to maintain
efficiency. All of the equipment needs to be prepared
for the collection of Chinook salmon eggs in the fall.

UPDATED BLUEWATER ANGLERS
PROMOTIONAL MATERIALS
The Bluewater Anglers sign in front of the hatchery has
been replaced and a new informational display has been
put up on the fence near the pond feeders. Also, the
Bluewater Anglers DVD video and printed brochure have
been updated. The changes were made possible thanks
to a generous donation from Shell Canada.
2010 Walleye Derby Winner – Martin Blaisdell (1.75 kg)
and Dick Kirkland, Mayor of Point Edward

BLUEWATER ANGLERS
HATCHERY OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, March 19th & Sunday, March 20th
The Bluewater Anglers held their annual Hatchery Open
House on Saturday, March 19th and Sunday, March 20th.
The public is given an opportunity to see first-hand what
we are doing in the brown building under the bridge.
This was a very successful weekend. Approximately 800
- 900 people toured the hatchery during the weekend.
This was the first time many of the people had seen the
inside of our hatchery. The level of public interest is
always encouraging.

Robyn Hunter (tackle box winner) with Jake Van Rooyen

Thanks to everyone who helped with the housekeeping,
acted as a hatchery tour guide, helped with the cooking
and other jobs.

CLUB SPRING DERBY
Saturday, April 23, 2011
The weather co-operated after a less than hopeful
forecast. The north wind kept most anglers in the St.
Clair River or at home. About 40 people made the
weigh-in at the hatchery.
Five trout and only one salmon were weighed in. The
winners were

Ron Feige, Feige Denture Clinics, donated a rod & reel
and a tackle box for door prizes. Ron is a long time
Bluewater Anglers supporter and Salmon Derby sponsor.

Paul DeVlugt with Chris Bloemendal (rod & reel winner)

Trout (rainbow & brown trout)
1st Scott Dezort
3.5kg Rainbow Trout
2nd Cheryl Sprite 2.6kg Rainbow Trout
3rd John J-Plug
2.2kb Brown Trout
Salmon
1st Wayne Geerts 0.59kg Coho

Thanks to Eric's Pro Tackle and Subway for providing the
6 draw prizes that were given away to those present at
the weigh-in. Thanks to Randy Fulkerson for getting the
Subway donation. Thanks to the BWA Directors who
volunteered to prepare the Hatchery, cook the hotdogs,
and help out with the weigh-in.

DRIFT FISHING LOWER LAKE HURON
By Roger Hay
Lower Lake Huron, between Kettle and Blue Points,
presents challenges to the bass fisherman. There are
few weed beds and the bottom is littered with rocks and
boulders left by the last glaciers. Traditional methods,
trolling and casting, will garner some success but
consistency can be an issue, especially on windy days.
Arguably the most successful fishers are the locals, some
of whom fish daily from opening day to late fall. They
have developed a system which seems to be unique to
the area. It combines aspects of trolling and anchoring
and when done right, is very efficient and produces fish.
The most important piece of equipment is a rock anchor,
also called a stone. It is comprised of a granite stone (as
round as possible) encased in a welded rebar or flat
stock cage. A metal ring welded to the top of the cage is
either welded to or attached to a 3 - 4 ft. length of chain
by a removable chain link. A heavy swivel is also
recommended to help prevent rope twisting. This is
then attached to at least 50 ft. of 3/8 inch good quality
fibre rope. The chain serves two purposes; it resists the
abrasive effects of the bottom rocks and it makes noise
which may serve as an attractant.
The technique is very simple, but requires practice to
master. The rock anchor is allowed to drag on the
bottom. Lengthening or shortening the rope to regulate
speed is dependent upon the wind conditions. While
high winds require a longer length of rope, light winds
require a shorter length. Practice will allow you to
determine how much rope is needed to maintain the
constant, proper drift speed.
Some of us carry stones of different weights, allowing us
to adjust to the wind and wave conditions. If the winds
are in the 10-15 km range, I will use a 25lb anchor. The
45lb.stone is used in 20-25 km winds while the 65
pounder is reserved for higher winds, or to anchor at a
dead stop. This works well on my 17 ft. side console
aluminum boat. Weights may vary with the size of your
boat.
The rope should be fixed to a seat pedestal or other
structure to prevent loss if it accidentally becomes
untied from the cleat on the gunwale, which is used to
temporarily attach the rope between adjustments. The
rope is commonly attached to a cleat on a rear corner or
amidships. Many of us have watched helplessly after the

rope loosened from the cleat, slithered over the side,
and quickly sank to the bottom.
This brings up another issue. Since you are dragging a
heavy object along a boulder-strewn bottom, it is
common for the anchor to get caught up or snagged on
the lake bed. This is no big issue in light winds. Just start
the engine and carefully reverse course to release the
snag. However, in big water a snag will cause the boat
to stop suddenly and drag down the gunwale, possibly
allowing the waves to enter the boat. I always keep a
sharp knife handy to cut the anchor rope, just in case. If
you tie a marker on the rope before cutting it, you can
come back on a calmer day and retrieve it. But, it's
better to lose the anchor than to put yourself in a
dangerous position in an effort to save a few bucks.
Drift fishing with a stone anchor can be extremely
effective when targeting bass, perch and walleye. Good
luck fishing the reefs and shallows

$100 TAGGED WALLEYE STUDY
There is a new study that is tracking walleye movement
in and between Lake Huron and Lake Erie. 200 walleyes
in each location were surgically implanted with acoustic
transmitters. A large number of hydrophone receivers
are scattered between the two lakes to intercept their
signal if they swim past. The researchers want to get
these transmitters back from anglers when they catch
one of the walleye. Each fish has two fluorescent orange
floy tags on it that says $100 Reward. There is a phone
number on the tag and the internal transmitter that will
ring through to the Hammond Bay Biological Station
(USGS) who is coordinating the recovery of the
transmitters. Yes, anglers will get paid $100 for
cooperating. There is a web site with all the information
http://www.glfc.org/telemetry/walleye.php including
the phone number for Hammond Bay [(989) 734-4768
x111], images of the transmitter, and maps of the
hydrophone receivers. Anyone catching a tagged
walleye can return the transmitter to either
David G. Fielder
Alpena Fisheries Research Station, Michigan DNR
160 E. Fletcher, Alpena, MI 49707
(989) 356-3232 x2572
fielderd@michigan.gov or
David Gonder, Management Biologist
Upper Great Lakes Management Unit, Lake Huron Office
1450 7th Ave. East, Owen Sound, Ontario N4K 2Z1
(519) 371-5596
david.gonder@ontario.ca

2011 SALMON DERBY

KIDS TRAINING DAY
Saturday, May 28, 2011
We had a full house with approximately 140 young
anglers, and their parents, participating in this year’s
Kids Training Day held at the Hatchery. Thankfully,
Saturday turned out to be one of the very few sunny
days in May. A good time was had by all … kids, parents
and volunteers. About 160 fish were caught by the kids.

The 2011 Salmon Derby was another successful event
even though the weather was less than ideal. The cool,
wet spring made fishing difficult. There were salmon
around but they were scattered along the lake from
Lexington to Port Franks. Participation in the derby was
good despite the cool, damp spring and the poor
weather. Derby ticket sales were down 6.0% (… 60
singles) compared to 2010 (799 singles + 53 families).
While the final derby profit is not known at this time, we
hope the 2011 Salmon Derby will raise around $17,000
for the operation of our hatchery. Due to excellent
derby sponsorship, we did not have to buy as many
prizes as we did in 2010 to fill out the prize board.
The following is a summary of the 2011 Salmon Derby
results compared to the 2007, 2008, 2009 and 2010
Salmon Derby results. The number of fish caught was
down but the average size was bigger compared to 2010.
Comparison of 2007 - 2011 Salmon Derby Results

The following groups deserve recognition for their
involvement in making this event so successful.
Bob Izumi's Kids, Cops and Canadian Tire Events
Ontario Police Association
OPP Marine Unit
Child Find
Crime Stoppers
Angling Sports
Milt’s Brand Tackle
Point Edward Optimists Club
Purdy's Fisheries
Tim Hortons (Exmouth St. West)
The Outdoorsman
Wal-Mart, Sarnia Store

Salmon

Rainbow
Trout

Brown
Trout

Walleye

A special thanks to the volunteers who worked hard to
gather the bait, all the directors & hatchery workers for
their work around the pond, the hot dog cooks, the
casting, fly tying and knot tying instructors, the tour
guides, and Jo-Anne Eves & Sue Brook at the registration
desk.

Lake
Trout

Derby
Totals

Year

Sarnia
(#)

2011
2010
2009
2008
2007
2011
2010
2009
2008
2007
2011
2010
2009
2008
2007
2011
2010
2009
2008
2007
2011
2010
2009
2008
2007
2011
2010
2009
2008
2007

146
130
247
274
142
54
59
87
110
38
56
13
11
7
10
85
206
49
114
156
40
71
231
137
167
381
479
625
642
513

Port
Franks
(#)
212
592
382
956
239
52
109
102
80
74
24
7
2
2
2
1
18
1
4
7
61
56
113
91
265
350
782
600
1133
587

Total
Weight
(lbs)
1817.63
2768.30
3317.71
6850.41
1910.28
430.04
793.06
893.21
983.32
512.38
468.14
80.64
77.66
49.28
64.80
299.90
792.02
223.16
464.02
479.32
865.58
874.30
2493.43
1432.04
2847.43
3881.29
5308.32
7005.17
9779.07
5814.21

Average
Weight
(lbs)
5.08
3.83
5.27
5.57
5.01
4.06
4.72
4.73
5.18
4.58
5.85
4.03
5.97
5.48
5.40
3.49
3.54
4.46
3.93
2.94
8.57
6.88
7.25
6.28
6.59
5.31
4.21
5.72
5.51
5.29

2011 Salmon Derby Winners

2011 Salmon Derby Bonus Draw Winners
Three Bonus Draw Prizes winners were drawn from all
the fish registration cards entered during the derby. The
three winners were …
Prize #1: Justin Tadgell, Grand Bend (8 hp Yamaha
outboard motor from Precision Power Sports)

Colin Brown (Derby Chairman), Rob Cumming (#1
Salmon), Dave Duke (#1 Lake Trout), Kevin Douglas (#1
Walleye), Owen Norland (Kid’s Big Fish), Herb Trudgen
(#1 Trout – Boat) and Deb Nicholls (#1 Ladies Day).
Missing Alex Buliga Sr, (#1 Trout – Shore) and Al Van
Moorsel (#1 Seniors Day)

Our sponsors are the reason that the Salmon
Derby is so successful each year. We
appreciate their continued generous support.
Please support our sponsors.

Prize #2: Steve Kuglin, Sarnia (Hummingbird 798C
Fishfinder /GPS Combo from The Outdoorsman)
Prize #3: Paul Cantin, Camlachie (Depth Raider Speed &
Temperature Control)

2011 SALMON DERBY FINAL RESULTS
Salmon Category (Top 10 Salmon by weight)
1

18.56

Rob Cumming, Alvinston

2

18.26

Ken Campbell, Sarnia

3

18.22

Brad Kuglin, Sarnia

4

17.64

Jake Van Rooyen, Camlachie

5

16.90

Kevin Somes, Sarnia

6

15.92

Bob Thorpe, Sarnia

7

15.60

Mike Feuerstein, Ingersoll

8

15.54

Robert Brunet, Sarnia

9

15.50

Jeff McLaren, Exeter

10

15.12

Dave Stewart, Sarnia

Trout - Boat (Top 5 Rainbow or Brown Trout by weight)
1

9.22 RT

Herb Trudgen, Chatham

2

8.08 RT

Rob Duke, Kitchener

3

8.08 RT

Dylan Stephenson, Arkona

4

7.02 BT

Tim Hicks, Corunna

5

6.80 RT

Joe Cooper, Sarnia

Trout - Shore (Top 5 Rainbow or Brown Trout by weight)

Kids Largest Fish (by weight)
Owen Norland, Brights Grove

13.06# Salmon

Ladies Day Largest Fish (By weight)
Apr 30

Deb Nicholls, Sarnia

14.84# Salmon

Seniors Day Largest Fish (By weight)
May 4

Al Van Moorsel, Wyoming 10.18# Lake Trout

Daily Big Fish Winners (includes Sarnia & Port Franks)
Apr 29 15.92# Salmon Bob Thorpe, Sarnia
Apr 30

15.54# Salmon

Robert Brunet, Sarnia

May 1

16.90# Salmon

Kevin Somes, Sarnia

May 2

13.38# L.T.

Rob Bossence, Ingersoll

May 3

14.10# L.T.

Craig Beaubien, Sarnia

May 4

12.18# Salmon

Simon Monk, London

May 5

18.26# Salmon

Ken Campbell, Sarnia

May 6

18.56# Salmon

Rob Cumming, Alvinston

May 7

17.64# Salmon

Jake Van Rooyen, Camlachie

May 8

14.16# Salmon

Mike Willems, London

Daily Draw Winners - Sarnia Weigh Station
Apr 29

T.E. Fagan, London

Apr 30

Don Harmsworth, Sarnia

1

9.32 RT

Alex Buliga Sr., Sarnia

May 1

Rob Duke, Kitchener

2

9.10 RT

Dave Arseneau, Alvinston

May 2

Steve Anderson, Sarnia

3

8.18 BT

Mike Howie, Sarnia

May 3

Frank Kap, Sarnia

4

8.08 BT

Rob Langis, Corunna

May 4

Hugh Simpson, Sarnia

5

6.98 RT

Trevor Lynch, Sarnia

May 5

Eric Vriesinga, Plympton-Wyoming

May 6

Al Round, Sarnia

May 7

Owen Norland, Brights Grove

May 8

James Kendal Thompson, Sarnia

Lake Trout (Top 5 Lake Trout by weight)
1
15.02
Dave Duke, Sarnia
2

14.40

Vickie Stewart, Lambton Shores

3

14.10

Craig Beaubien, Sarnia

4

13.84

Rob Bossence, Ingersoll

Apr 29

Mark David, Corunna

5

13.18

Isabel Atkin, Forest

Apr 30

Chris Foley, Sarnia

May 1

Craig Hill, Wyoming

May 2

Gary Mitchell, Strathroy

Walleye (Top 5 Walleye by weight)

Daily Draw Winners - Port Franks Weigh Station

1

8.34

Kevin Douglas, Courtright

May 3

Steve Kuglin, Sarnia

2

8.06

Stephen Brum, Strathroy

May 4

Christina Dixon, Glencoe

3

7.42

Chris Brennan, Sarnia

May 5

Duayne Reid, Port Franks

4

7.14

Don McDonald, Parkhill

May 6

Don Atkin, Forest

5

6.76

Bob Durance, Sarnia

May 7

Al Billings, Sarnia

May 8

R. Thorpe, Sarnia

ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER
The Bluewater Anglers’ FISH TALES newsletter is
available by e-mail. The benefits of the electronic
version of the newsletter include:
- better print quality including color pictures and links,
- quicker distribution,
- more environmentally friendly (… save paper),
- reduced club costs for printing, envelopes & postage.
If you would like to receive your FISH TALES newsletter
by e-mail rather than regular Canada Post (… snail mail)
send a request to bluewateranglers@hotmail.com.
Please include your name and current e-mail address.

BLUEWATER ANGLERS AND OFAH MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS
Complete the forms below to become a Bluewater Anglers or OFAH member or to renew your current membership.
More information about BWA membership benefits can be found at www.bluewateranglers.com/membership.html.
Contact Ralph Eves (519-383-0873 or raljo_eves@sympatico.ca) for more information on either membership.

BLUEWATER ANGLERS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
MEMBERSHIP:

New

Renewal

Junior ($10.00)

Single ($20.00)

Family ($30.00)

.

Name

Telephone

.

Address

City

.

Postal/Zip Code

.

Province/State

Country

Email Address

OFAH Membership # __________________

Make cheque payable to BLUEWATER ANGLERS and send the completed form to
Bluewater Anglers, c/o Membership Chairman, P.O. Box 174, Sarnia Ontario N7T 7H9.

Also, did you know that you can join the Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH) at a discount rate through the
Bluewater Anglers? Apply for an OFAH membership or renew your membership using the form below.
ONTARIO FEDERATION OF ANGLERS & HUNTERS (OFAH) APPLICATION
OFAH MEMBERSHIP:

Adult ($32.50)

Family ($43.50)

Youth, under 21 ($29.50)

Name

Telephone

.

Address

City

.

Postal Code

.

Province
OFAH Membership #

Country
(if a current member)

Email Address ________________________

Make a separate cheque payable to ONTARIO FEDERATION OF ANGLERS AND HUNTERS and send the completed form
to Bluewater Anglers, c/o Membership Chairman, P.O. Box 174, Sarnia Ontario N7T 7H9.
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2011 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Ten directors were elected for a 3 year term during the
January 11th General Membership Meeting. Al Dezort is
a first-time director. Ross Bishop, Pete Bothwell, Colin
Brown, Jo-Anne Eves, Ralph Evers, John Knight, Dan
McDonald, Frank Turnbull and Jake Van Rooyen were
re-elected to the Board of Directors.
The 2011 Bluewater Anglers Executive was chosen
during the Board of Directors meeting held January 12th.
Paul DeVlugt
- President
Ed Holubowicz
- 1st Vice President
Dick Bornais
- 2nd Vice President
Bob Daly
- Treasurer
Dave Hicks
- Secretary
The remaining 2011 Board of Directors and their
primary areas of responsibility are
- Brad Armstrong (Media Coordinator, Fishing Reports)
- Ross Bishop (Shoreline Clean Up Coordinator)
- Pete Bothwell
- Colin Brown (Salmon Derby Chairman)
- Al Dezort
- Ralph Eves & Jo-Anne Eves (Membership Coordinators)
- Paul Heckley (Newsletter Editor, Club Photographer)
- Roger Hay
- Stefan Jackson (Website & In-House Events Coordinator)
- John Knight
- Dan McDonald
- Gary Mitchell
- Frank Turnbull (Kids Training Day Coordinator)
- Jake Van Rooyen (Hatchery Manager, Gov’t Liaison)
The Board of Directors meet the first Wednesday of
each month at 7:00 PM at the Hatchery. Talk to one of
the directors if you have any suggestions or issues
related to the Bluewater Anglers club. Members are
welcome to attend the Board of Director meetings.

Seated (from left): Pete Bothwell, Dick Bornais, Paul DeVlugt,
Ed Holubowicz, Bob Daly
nd
2 Row (from left): Frank Turnbull, Roger Hay, Jo-Anne Eves,
Al Dezort, Dan McDonald, Paul Heckley
Back Row (from left): Jake Van Rooyen, Gary Mitchell, Stefan
Jackson, Ralph Eves, Ross Bishop, Dave Hicks
Missing: Brad Armstrong, Colin Brown, John Knight

CLUB ACTIVITY CALENDAR
For March - June 2011
March 2
March 8
March 19-20
April 6
April 12
April 16
April 23
April 29-May 8
May 11
May 18
May 28

Board of Directors Meeting
General Membership Meeting
Hatchery Open House
Board of Directors Meeting
General Membership Meeting
Shoreline Clean Up
Club Spring Derby
Bluewater Anglers 2011 Salmon Derby
Board of Directors Meeting
Salmon Derby Awards Night
Kids Training Day

Pick up a copy of the Listing of Events 2011 at the
March or April General Meetings. Check the Bluewater
Anglers website for current information on upcoming
club events at www.bluewateranglers.com/events.html.

MARCH GENERAL MEETING

APRIL GENERAL MEETING

Tuesday, March 8, 2011
Point Edward Arena & Community Centre
210 Monk Street
Doors open at 7:00 PM
Meeting starts at 7:30 PM

Tuesday, April 12, 2011
Point Edward Arena & Community Centre
210 Monk Street
Doors open at 7:00 PM
Meeting starts at 7:30 PM

AGENDA
Hatchery Update
Salmon Derby Update
Upcoming club events
Fishing Report
Swap Table

AGENDA
Hatchery Update
Salmon Derby Update
Upcoming club events
Fishing Report
Swap Table

Guest Speaker/Topic
Ed Holubowicz
Fishing the Blue Point, Kettle Point & Port Franks Areas

Guest Speakers/Topics
Stephen Marklevitz
University of Western Ontario
Update on the study of the natal origin
of Chinook salmon in Lake Huron

HATCHERY REPORT

Stefan Jackson
Kayak Fishing

The growing season is progressing very positively this
year. Our Chinook Salmon came out of the incubators
in early December and they are now starting to put on
weight. At the last inventory, we had 87,000 salmon fry
in 3 raceways eating and growing about 15% a week.

2011 HATCHERY OPERATORS

We received 27,000 Brown Trout eggs from the MNR
hatchery in Sault St. Marie in late December. The eggs
were incubated, hatched and have been put into the
starting tanks as of the end of January. So far, the
Brown Trout are progressing nicely.
The 30,000 Ganaraskas Rainbow Trout are progressing
well at about 15 grams average weight. They will be
graded early in March in preparation for spring stocking.
The smaller fish will be held over the summer in the
hatchery and stocked out in the fall.

The successful operation of our hatchery depends on
the dedication and expertise of our volunteer hatchery
operators. We are fortunate to have an excellent group
of Bluewater Angler members and non-members who
make up one or more of the daily hatchery operator
crews. Each crew comes in one day a week for 1 - 2
hours to take care of the fish, and do routine hatchery
checks and maintenance. We would like to recognize
and thank the hatchery operators for their dedication.

MONDAY CREW

Another successful fin-clipping session was held in early
January. Twenty eight club members completed the
clipping in one day. We have only lost about 30 fish out
of the 30,000 that were fin-clipped. Great job and
thanks for the support.
A new batch of 30,000 Ganaraskas Rainbow Trout eggs
is expected in late March. These fish will be raised
during 2011 and released in 2012.
Jake
Ross Bishop
John Harris
Dan McDonald
Missing: Don Harmsworth

FRIDAY CREW

TUESDAY CREW

Lou Dallaire
Jake Van Rooyen
Henry Kock
Paul DeVlugt
Gerry Lanteigne
Roger Hay

WEDNESDAY CREW

Bob Thorpe

Pete Bothwell
Dave Hicks
Fred Brown

THURSDAY CREW

Paul Heckley

Dennis Mather

Sam Whiting
Alan Boam
Maurice Cameron
Missing: Al Desort, Joe Aitken

SATURDAY CREW

Rob McKessock
Sheldon McKessock
Henry Kock
Wayne Giberson
Missing: Derek Burdett, Steve Nienhuis

SUNDAY CREW

Doug Gatlief
Sippi Scholtens
Helder Dias
Wayne Giberson
Spencer Gorman

ICE FISHING DERBY

HATCHERY OPEN HOUSE

Saturday, February 19, 2011

Saturday, March 19 and Sunday, March 20
10:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Participation was good in this year’s outing even though
it was a bit cold (… compared to the previous few days)
and very windy. The weather kept the number of
participants down a bit from last year. 135 tickets were
sold. $700 in prizes was handed out to the 9 winners
plus there were 20 draw prizes. $75 was collected for
the hatchery. This was an excellent opportunity for
families to participate in the Family Day weekend and
the Ontario Free Fishing Weekend. We hope everyone
had an enjoyable time out on the ice.
Trout Category Winners were
1st
Jason Mosienko
nd
2
Roland St. Jean
3rd
Dan Mesner

The annual Hatchery Open House will be held on
Saturday, March 19th and Sunday March 20th. The
Hatchery will be open for the general public from 10:00
until 4:00 each day. This is an opportunity for the
Bluewater Anglers to show the public what we do. Drop
in and see your fish growing. Bring a friend!

3.14 kg
2.98 kg
0.35 kg

Pike Category Winners were
1st
Kevin Terry
3.04kg
nd
2
Chris Terry
2.10kg
***
no 3rd place Pike was entered
Panfish Category Winners were
1st
Travis Reiley
nd
2
Greg Whitehouse
3rd
Adam Street
4th
Chris Foley

0.29 kg
0.28 kg
0.26 kg
0.25 kg

CLUB SPRING DERBY
Saturday, April 23, 2011

Jason Mosienko won $100 for being the Bluewater
Angler member entering the largest fish in the event.
Thanks to Buck's Bait, The Outdoorsman, Eric’s Pro
Tackle in Wallaceburg and Angling Sports in London for
prize donations, Tim Hortons on Exmouth Street for the
hot chocolate and timbits, and everyone who brought a
donation for the Inn of the Good Shepherd.

Spring fishing and the Salmon Derby are coming. It is
time to check out the boat, motor and fishing tackle,
and to practice your fishing technique before the 35th
annual Salmon Derby.
The Club Spring Derby is open to both Bluewater Angler
members and the general public. Members can enter
for free while non-members must buy a $10 entry
ticket. Tickets are available at Buck’s Bait, The
Outdoorsman, and the April 12th General Meeting.
Cash prizes of $100, $50 and $25 will be awarded for
the 3 largest salmon, and the 3 largest rainbow or
brown trout entered. The Bluewater Angler member
entering the largest fish will win $100. In addition, a
minimum of 5 prizes will be drawn from all entrants
present at the weigh-in (drawn from entry ticket stubs no fish needs to be entered).

Kevin
Terry
(#1 Pike)

Stefan
Jason
Jackson Mosienko
(#1 Trout)

Chris
Terry
(#2 Pike)

Weigh-in is from 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM at the hatchery.
Only one fish can be entered per category per angler.
Prizes will be awarded as soon as the weigh-in closes.
Hotdog, pop and coffee will be available during the
weigh-in. Check the Bluewater Anglers website at
www.bluewateranglers.com for more information.

2011 SALMON DERBY
April 29 – May 8, 2011
Planning for the 35th annual Salmon Derby is
progressing well. The Salmon Derby Committee has
been working since last fall to organize another
successful event. Based on the encouraging derby
results from the past 2 - 3 years, we are looking forward
to some good fishing and a successful derby this spring.
The Village of Point Edward continues to be the Salmon
Derby corporate sponsor donating the $5,000 cash prize
for the largest salmon entered in the derby. The derby
format, rules and prize structure are unchanged from
last year. Sponsorship and fund raising have been
successful again. We are happy to have most of our
regular sponsors back again this year plus a few new
sponsors. We welcome Gibbs Wilson Contracting as a
new major derby sponsor.
Get a couple of friends and join this year’s Salmon
Derby. Don’t forget to take the kids! We hope to see
you on the water, at the weigh-in stations, and at the
Salmon Derby Awards Night. Good luck to all 2011
Salmon Derby participants. Thanks for participating.

Our sponsors are the reason that the Salmon Derby is so successful each year. We appreciate their continued
generous support. Please support our sponsors when you make your purchases.

COMPARISON OF 2007 – 2010
SALMON DERBY RESULTS

KIDS TRAINING DAY
Saturday, May 28, 2011
10:00 AM – 2:00 PM

The following is a summary of the 2010 Salmon Derby
results compared to the 2007, 2008 and 2009 Salmon
Derby results. In summary, the number of fish entered
was good, the salmon were smaller, the lake trout were
fewer, and the walleye were more plentiful this year.

Salmon

Rainbow
Trout

Brown
Trout

Walleye

Lake
Trout

Derby
Totals

Year

Sarnia
(#)

Port
Franks
(#)

Total #
of Fish
Entered

Average
Weight
(lbs)

2010
2009
2008
2007
2010
2009
2008
2007
2010
2009
2008
2007
2010
2009
2008
2007
2010
2009
2008
2007
2010
2009
2008
2007

130
247
274
142
59
87
110
38
13
11
7
10
206
49
114
156
71
231
137
167
479
625
642
513

592
382
956
239
109
102
80
74
7
2
2
2
18
1
4
7
56
113
91
265
782
600
1133
587

722
629
1230
381
168
189
190
112
20
13
9
12
224
50
118
163
127
344
228
432
1261
1225
1775
1100

3.83
5.27
5.57
5.01
4.72
4.73
5.18
4.58
4.03
5.97
5.48
5.40
3.54
4.46
3.93
2.94
6.88
7.25
6.28
6.59
4.21
5.72
5.51
5.29

The Bluewater Anglers’ annual Teach-A-Kid-To-Fish Day
will be held at the hatchery in Point Edward on Saturday,
May 28, 2011. Club volunteers will show the kids some
basic fishing techniques; including rod and reel selection,
proper casting techniques, tying different fishing knots,
fish handling and identification … and more! Each kid
will get a chance to catch a fish from the hatchery pond.

Once again, our event will be supported by the Bob
Izumi’s Kids, Cops & Canadian Tire Fishing Days
program. Come and see the OPP Marine, Canadian
Coast Guard, Sarnia Power Squadron and Child Find
displays. Prizes will be available for the kids. Hotdogs
and pop will be available courtesy of the Point Edward
Optimists. Bring a friend or neighbour and their kids!
Pre-registration is required so we can accommodate as
many kids as possible. First preference will be given to
children who have not participated in the last 2 years.
You can sign up your kids, grandkids or neighbours kids
(6 - 12 years of age) by contacting Jo-Anne Eves at 519383-0873 or raljo_eves@sympatico.ca after May 7th.
Registrations will not be accepted before May 7th.

ANDERSON’S PRO BAIT SEMINARS
All seminars begin at 10 AM at the Port Huron store.
Angling Sports, a Salmon Derby major sponsor and
prize contributor to club events, is offering a 15%
discount until the end of 2011 to members of the
Bluewater Anglers. Please sign and present the Angling
Sports business card enclosed with your newsletter.

- March 6th:
- March 13th:
- March 20th:
- March 26th:

Spring Salmon
Gale Force Tackle
Vertical jigging
Open house

SPRING FISHING IN THE BLUE POINT,
KETTLE POINT & PORT FRANKS AREA

Ed Holubowicz will review some of the fishing
opportunities in the Blue Point to Port Franks area at
the March 8th General Membership Meeting.

A – Jackson’s R&R Marina (fuel, dockage, boat ramp)
B – Port Franks (fuel, dockage, boat ramp)
C – Highland Glen (boat ramp; suitable for smaller boats)

Zone #7: The Drop Off
1. Probably the best of all 12 spots on the map
2. Head northeast off the outside can; depth drops
from 25’ to 65’
3. Holds warm water and bait fish
4. Use downriggers at 35’ – 40’ plus dipsys, lead core
5. Fish remain in this area into late May & June

Zone #1: Blue Point (Tin Roof)
1. Good early mornings
2. Fish 15’ – 20’ range
3. Long lines back 100’
Zone #2: Cedar Cove (Clay Banks)
1. Good all day
2. Fish 30’ – 50’ range
3. Use downriggers & dipsy divers
Zone #3: Jacksons Marina (Flags)
1. Good in mornings
2. Holds warm water in the spring
3. Fish 15’ - 20’ range
4. Use long lines or downriggers at 6’

B

Zone #8: The Corner, Ipperwash Beach
1. Fish the area when there is a north wind; holds
warm surface water
2. Area holds bait fish
3. Fish close (tight) to shore in 15’ – 20’ of water
4. Use long lines 100’ back
Zone #9: Stoney Point
1. Lots of sunshine; holds bait fish
2. Pay attention – the bottom comes up fast
3. Fish in 25’ – 30’ water

Zone #4: The Bowl (47’ of water surrounded by
ridges of 20’ water; inside can)
1. Good in morning and evenings
2. Holds warm water and bait fish
3. Use downriggers at 24’ with sliders
4. Use long lines in the evening

Zone #10: The Beach
1. Area east of Stoney Point
2. Fish close (tight) to shore in 10’ – 20’ water
3. Fish long lines or downriggers; 5’ long leaders
4. Water tends to be dirty because of warm water
from Ausable River at Port Franks

Zone #5: Outside Can
1. Good all day
2. Fish move through the area
3. Use dipsy divers in 15’ – 20’

Zone #11: Ausable River Mouth (Port Franks)
1. Warmer water coming from the Ausable River
2. Fish in 25’ – 40’ of water
3. Use downriggers at 20’, dipsy divers
4. Bombers and small AC Shiner lures are good
5. Produces lots of fish

Zone #6: The Fingers
1. Most dangerous spot to fish; depth go from 40’ to
10’ in seconds; hands on equipment; be prepared to
raise equipment fast
2. Good fish producing area all day
3. Long line body baits; try to stay in 30’ range

Zone #12: Off Port Franks
1. Fish in 50’ or more of water
2. Holds bait fish
3. Fish is good in the afternoons (2PM – 5PM)
4. Area produces lots of fish into June

ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER

SARNIA LAMBTON CRIME STOPPERS

The Bluewater Anglers’ FISH TALES newsletter is
available by e-mail. The benefits of the electronic
version of the newsletter include:
- better print quality including color pictures and links,
- quicker distribution,
- more environmentally friendly (… save paper),
- reduced club costs for printing, envelopes & postage.
If you would like to receive your FISH TALES newsletter
by e-mail rather than regular Canada Post (… snail mail)
send a request to bluewateranglers@hotmail.com.
Please include your name and current e-mail address.

You can call Sarnia Lambton Crime Stoppers if you
have information about persons breaking the law
while fishing or hunting, by poaching, fishing illegally
or selling angler caught fish? We will forward your
information to the MNR. If your tip is successful, you
could receive a cash reward. You never have to give
your name or go to court.
Call Crime Stoppers any time of the day or night

1-800-222-TIPS … that’s 1-800-222-8477

BLUEWATER ANGLERS AND OFAH MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS
Complete the forms below to become a Bluewater Anglers or OFAH member or to renew your current membership.
More information about BWA membership benefits can be found at www.bluewateranglers.com/membership.html.
Contact Ralph Eves (519-383-0873 or raljo_eves@sympatico.ca) for more information on either membership.

BLUEWATER ANGLERS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
MEMBERSHIP:

New

Renewal

Junior ($10.00)

Single ($20.00)

Family ($30.00)

.

Name

Telephone

.

Address

City

.

Postal/Zip Code

.

Province/State

Country

Email Address

OFAH Membership # __________________

Make cheque payable to BLUEWATER ANGLERS and send the completed form to
Bluewater Anglers, c/o Membership Chairman, P.O. Box 174, Sarnia Ontario N7T 7H9.

Also, did you know that you can join the Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH) at a discount rate through the
Bluewater Anglers? Apply for an OFAH membership or renew your membership using the form below.
ONTARIO FEDERATION OF ANGLERS & HUNTERS (OFAH) APPLICATION
OFAH MEMBERSHIP: Adult ($33.50)

Family ($44.50)

Youth, under 21 ($30.00)

Youth, no magazine ($6.00)

Name

Telephone

.

Address

City

.

Postal Code

.

Province
OFAH Membership #

Country
(if a current member)

Email Address ________________________

Make a separate cheque payable to ONTARIO FEDERATION OF ANGLERS AND HUNTERS and send the completed form
to Bluewater Anglers, c/o Membership Chairman, P.O. Box 174, Sarnia Ontario N7T 7H9.

