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WINTER 2013

JANUARY GENERAL MEETING
Tuesday, January 8, 2013
Point Edward Arena & Community Centre
210 Monk Street
Doors open at 7:00 PM
Meeting starts at 7:30 PM
AGENDA
Election of 2013 Directors
2012 Treasurer’s Report
Hatchery Update
Salmon Derby Update
Club Events - Ice Fishing Derby
Fishing Report
Swap Table

LISTING OF EVENTS 2013
January 8
February 16
February 22-24
March 16-17
April 9
April 13
April 20
April 26-May 5
May 15
May 25
June 11
July 6
August 9-10
September 10
September 28

General Membership Meeting
Ice Fishing Derby
London Boat, Fishing & Leisure Show
Hatchery Open House
General Membership Meeting
Shoreline Clean Up
Club Spring Derby
Salmon Derby
Salmon Derby Awards Night
Kids Training Day
General Membership Meeting
Family Fun Fishing Day (Goby Derby)
Walleye Derby
General Membership Meeting
Fall Big Fish Derby

NOTE: The four General Membership Meetings in 2013
will be held in January, April, June and September. The
March General Membership Meeting has been moved to
June. It was felt that the March and April meetings were
too close together and there was too long a period
between the April and September meetings.
You can pick up a copy of the Listing of Events 2013 at
the January 8th General Meeting. Check the Bluewater
Anglers website for current information on upcoming
club events at www.bluewateranglers.com/events.html.

Guest Speaker/Topic
Scott Tomlinson, Lake Michigan Fishing Techniques
Brian McRae, OFAH Membership Q&A

Tournament anglers Scott & Don Tomlinson will talk
about the various fishing techniques they use while
fishing in Michigan’s Tournament Trails. Their topics will
cover fishing with wire divers, using copper line and
flashers and cut herring rigs.

ELECTION OF CLUB DIRECTORS
One third of the Bluewater Anglers Board of Directors is
elected to a 3 year term at the first General Membership
Meeting of each year. At least five (5) new directors are
needed for the 2013 – 2015 term. Both shore and boat
fishermen/fisherwomen are encouraged to get involved
in how your club is run. New ideas and perspectives will
help our club grow and prosper. If you are interested in
becoming a Director or know a club member who is
interested, contact Paul Heckley (519-869-2593) before
the January 8th General Membership meeting.
Nominations will be accepted at the January 8th General
Membership Meeting. Please get involved in your club.
The Board of Directors would like to acknowledge and
thank this year’s retiring directors for their service and
dedication during the past 3 years. This year’s retiring
directors are Brad Armstrong, Bob Daly, Roger Hay and
Dave Hicks.

HATCHERY REPORT
Now the bad news
First the good news
We completed our fall stocking on November 5th and 6th.
Fortunately, we had lots of rain with super storm
“Sandy” and all of our normal stocking streams had
flows that allowed us to stock in the streams rather than
stock directly into the Lake. We stocked the 15,000
Rainbow Trout that were held over from the spring
stocking. These fish were 18 months old and they were
some of the largest fish that we have ever stocked,
averaging 80 grams and 21 cm. They were almost ready
for the frying pan. This late fall stocking gave us fish that
were 50 grams heavier than the spring stocking.
At the same time, we stocked our Brown Trout for the
year. This year we put out 14,000 Brown Trout at an
average weight of 29 grams and 13 cm long. These were
all good looking, active fish and they should start
showing up this winter if we have ice. Hopefully, the
small ones will be live released to grow bigger. Our
hatch-to-release numbers are getting better but we still
feel we can improve. This year we are at about 60% for
the Brown Trout.
The Rainbow Trout that were started in May are now
into a predictable growth stage with losses being very
minimal at this point. They are gaining about 10% a
week.
We should get a new batch of 25,000 Brown Trout eggs
from the MNR before the end of the year.
Things looked more positive than we had seen for years
when we arrived in Owen Sound the first week of
October to collect salmon eggs. The fish ladder was full
of fish and lots of fish were moving towards the trap and
holding basin. More fish were present downstream than
we had seen for a long time. We started taking fish from
the ladder at 9AM. They were great looking fish with a
lot of fish over 20 lbs. including a few males that would
be over 25 lbs. By 11 AM we were taking fish from the
trap and holding basin, and by 2 PM we had our total
allotment of eggs. The MNR quota for us was 110,000
eggs. Our actual number was 114,000 eggs. The egg
collection crew was met at the hatchery by an additional
10 volunteers who started the fertilization process. The
eggs were fertilized, counted and disinfected by 9PM.
Everybody went home feeling very satisfied.

We have had a major setback with this year’s Chinook
Salmon program. After waiting about 24 days, when the
eye-up period would show up, the incubators were
opened up and things did not look good. There were
way too many dead eggs and the eggs from 8 or 9 fish
showed no eyes at all. We ran the egg picker twice over
the next 4 days and removed 50,000 eggs that were
either dead or had not fertilized. Even with these high
losses we were still quite positive with the remaining
60,000 eggs. Their size and quality was good. The hatch
started and they looked good. We had 50,000 to 55,000
sac fry and minimal losses day-to-day.
One sad day, the operating crew arrived for daily chores
and found we had no water flow in the hatchery. Water
flow was re-established but it was too late for the
majority of the Salmon sac fry in the incubators. A crew
of 4 worked for 6 hours picking through the trays of
dead sac fry. We managed to recover about 4,000 to
5,000 Chinooks. This will be all the salmon we will have
for spring stocking barring any more catastrophes.
The failure, the first in 27 years of operation, was caused
by the loss of the East well pump and the failure of our
low level water alarm to function and alert hatchery
staff. The supplemental aeration system on the larger
tanks saved the 35,000 Rainbow Trout and the small
number of Brown Trout planned for the pond. They
were under major stress by the time the water flow was
restored but thankfully they are now fully recovered.

Government Affairs
The MNR is going ahead with their Lake Trout stocking
plan for Lake Huron. The response to the posting on the
EBR was very poor with only 81 people near Lake Huron
responding. The MNR sent out 750 surveys and received
351 back. These were from licensed fishermen with
postal codes bordering Lake Huron.
The development of a stocking plan for the other
Salmonoids being stocked into Lake Huron is the next
step for the MNR. With the Lake Trout proposal going
ahead, this could seriously impact our future hatchery
operations.

2013 SALMON DERBY
Planning and preparations for the 2013 Salmon Derby
are well underway. The 2013 Salmon Derby Committee
started working in early October. Once again, we have
an excellent committee planning next spring’s event. No
major changes are planned in the 2013 Salmon Derby
format, prize structure or weigh-in stations. The 2013
Salmon Derby starts on Friday, April 26th and ends on
Sunday, May 5th.
2013 Salmon Derby Committee

Seated (left to right): Helen Blondin, Lloyd Blondin,
Ralph McMurter, Paul Heckley
1st Row (left to right): Pete Bothwell, Dave Stewart, Larry
Emery, Bob Daly, Colin Brown
2nd Row (left to right): Gerry Fawdry, Ralph Eves, Rick
Vriesinga, John Barneveld, Henry Kock
Missing: Ross Bishop, Ed Holubowicz
Derby information packages have been prepared and
sent to previous and potential new Salmon Derby
sponsors and brochure advertisers. Initial response
through early December has been very positive. We
hope that most of our previous sponsors and advertisers
will return for the 2013 Salmon Derby.
Once again, the Village of Point Edward will be the host
sponsor of the Salmon Derby. Their $5,000 donation will
be awarded to the lucky angler who catches the largest
salmon during the 2013 Salmon Derby.
There will be more information at the January 8th
General Meeting. If you know of any company that
might be interested in becoming a Salmon Derby
sponsor or an advertiser in the Salmon Derby brochure,
please contact Gerry Fawdry (519-542-2764 for derby
sponsors) or Pete Bothwell (519-869-4611 for brochure
advertisers). We are happy to follow up on any leads.
NOTE: The successful 2012 Salmon Derby raised $14,400
that will be used to operate the hatchery in 2013.

ICE FISHING DERBY
Saturday, February 16, 2013
Come out and participate in the first club event of 2013.
The Ice Fishing Derby is open to both Bluewater Anglers
members and the general public. Bring the family or a
friend. This is a license free weekend in Ontario … so no
fishing license is needed. Hopefully, there is ice this year.
An entry fee of $5.00 per person must accompany the
entry form. Entry forms and complete Ice Fishing Derby
information will be available at the January 8th General
Membership Meeting, plus Bucks Bait, The
Outdoorsman or Eric’s Pro Tackle until 4:30 PM on
Friday, February 15th, and the Centennial Park boat
ramp parking lot at Sarnia Bay on Saturday, February
16th from 6:00 AM - 9:00 AM. Everyone must buy a
ticket before they start fishing.
All fish must be caught within the boundaries of the City
of Sarnia and/or the Village of Point Edward. The Ice
Fishing Derby starts at 6:00 AM on Saturday, February
16th. Participants must bring their catch to the weigh-in
station located at the Centennial Park boat ramp parking
lot at Sarnia Bay. Fish must be weighed in by 11:00 AM.
Prizes are based on 90% of ticket sales and 10% will go
to the Bluewater Anglers Hatchery. Cash prizes will be
awarded based on size / weight in each fish category;
Panfish (including perch, crappie, sunfish, rock bass),
Pike, and Trout (rainbow and brown trout). You are
allowed to enter only one fish per category. If no fish
are entered in a category, that fish category is deferred
to the Panfish category. Prizes will be awarded
immediately after the weigh-in closes at 11:00 AM.
A minimum of 5 draw prizes will be made from entrants
12 and under, and a minimum of 5 draw prizes will be
made from entrants 13 and over. Winners must be
present for the draws at the close of weigh in. .
In case of inclement weather or unsafe ice conditions,
the Ice Fishing Derby will be cancelled. If in doubt, listen
to the radio in the morning. There is no makeup date.

FALL BIG FISH DERBY

HATCHERY OPEN HOUSE

Saturday, September 17, 2012

Saturday, March 16th & Sunday, March 17th
10:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Participation in the club’s last outing of 2012 was good.
Ninety five tickets were sold. Both the weather and the
fish cooperated this year. The decision to hold this
event 2 weeks later than normal paid off. Approx. a
dozen fish were weighed in with the majority of fish
coming from the lake.
The Fall Big Fish Derby winners were (right to left) …
#1. John Januszkiewicz (6.74 kg Chinook salmon)
#2. John Klazinga (4.50 kg Chinook salmon)
#3. Kevin Somes (3.59 kg Chinook Salmon)
#4. Dana Lawrence (3.46 kg Rainbow Trout)
#5. Scott Lawrence (3.44 kg Rainbow Trout)
John Januszkiewicz was the club member with the
biggest fish (… an extra $100 prize).

Our annual open house will be held on March 17th & 18th
during the spring school break. We invite all members
and the public to come and see our hatchery between
10:00 AM – 4:00 PM each day. Bring your family and
friends to see how we raise fish. This is the future stock
for the local sport fishing community.

2013 HATCHERY OPERATORS

Scott Lawrence

Kevin Somes

Dana Lawrence

John Januszkiewicz
John Klazinga

Thanks to all who participated in this final club event of
2012 and everyone who came out to the weigh-in at the
hatchery. Thanks to the people who helped out at the
weigh-in. Your participation is much appreciated.

The successful operation of our hatchery depends on the
dedication and expertise of our volunteer hatchery
operators. We are fortunate to have an excellent group of
Bluewater Angler members, and non-members, who make
up one or more of the daily hatchery operator crews.
Each crew comes in one day a week for 1 - 2 hours to take
care of the fish, and do routine hatchery checks and
maintenance. We would like to recognize and thank the
2012 - 2013 operators for their dedication. Good job!

Sunday Crew

Special thanks to Eric’s Pro Tackle and Kenny’s Pizza for
donating the draw prizes, and The Outdoorsman and
Buck’s Baits for selling derby tickets. Thanks to the
volunteers who helped with the weigh-in and food.

The Suncor Energy Foundation
donated $750 to the Bluewater Anglers in recognition of
Suncor retiree Al Dezort’s volunteer activities with the
Bluewater Anglers.

Doug Gatecliff

Helder Dias
Sippie Scholtens
Missing: Kyle Lozon

Monday Crew

Thursday Crew

Ross Bishop
Larry Doan
John Harris
Dan McDonald
John Barneveld

Paul Heckley

Tuesday Crew

Friday Crew

Henry Kock
Jim Burr
Jake Van Rooyen
Gerry Lanteigne Rick Doyle
Roger Hay

Al Dezort

Maurice Cameron
Alan Boam
Sam Whiting
Missing: Joe Aitken, Lou Dallaire

Wednesday Crew

Fred Brown
Dave Hicks
Pete Bothwell

Dennis Mather
Bob Daly
Tom Nelligan

Saturday Crew

Travis Riley
Bob Thorpe

Amy Kuenzig

Henry Kock

ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER
The Bluewater Anglers’ FISH TALES newsletter is
available by e-mail. The benefits of the electronic
version of the newsletter include:
- better print quality including color pictures and links,
- quicker distribution,
- more environmentally friendly (… save paper),
- reduced club costs for printing, envelopes & postage.
If you would like to receive your FISH TALES newsletter
by e-mail rather than regular Canada Post (… snail mail)
send a request to bluewateranglers@hotmail.com.
Please include your name and current e-mail address.

BLUEWATER ANGLERS AND OFAH MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
The Bluewater Anglers are now an affiliated club of the Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH). Membership
in the Bluewater Anglers includes membership in Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH) since all members of
an affiliated club must also be members of OFAH (www.ofah.org). Members can choose between a “basic” OFAH
membership which includes the personal insurance and OFAH benefits but not the Ontario Out of Doors (OOD)
magazine or the “full” OFAH membership which includes the personal insurance and OFAH benefits plus the Ontario Out
of Doors (OOD) magazine. You can join the Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH) at a discount rate through
the Bluewater Anglers. If you have a current Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH) membership through
another club or organization, then you only need to pay for your regular Bluewater Anglers membership.
Complete the form below to become a Bluewater Anglers member or to renew your current membership. More
information about membership benefits can be found at www.bluewateranglers.com/membership.html and
www.ofah.org. Contact Ralph & Jo-Anne Eves (519-383-0873 or raljo_eves@sympatico.ca) for more information.
____________________________________________________________________

BLUEWATER ANGLERS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Membership:

New

OFAH Member: Yes:
Junior ($10.00)

Renewal

R

OFAH Membership No: _________________
Expiry Date: _______________
Single ($20.00)
Family ($30.00)
.

OFAH Member: No:
Junior ($20.00 - Basic, no OOD magazine)
Single ($30.00 - Basic, no OOD magazine)
Family ($40.00 - Basic, no OOD magazine)
Life Member ($10.00 - Basic, no OOD magazine)

Junior ($43.50 - Full, with OOD magazine)
Single ($57.00 - Full, with OOD magazine)
Family ($78.00 - Full, with OOD magazine)
Life Member ($37.00 - Full, with OOD magazine)

.
.
.
.

Name

Telephone

.

Address

City

.

Postal/Zip Code

.

Province/State
Email Address

Country

Send FISH TALES Newsletter by Email

Make cheque payable to BLUEWATER ANGLERS and send the completed form to
Bluewater Anglers, c/o Membership Chairman, P.O. Box 174, Sarnia Ontario N7T 7H9.

FISH TALES
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www.bluewateranglers.com

FALL 2013
CLUB ACTIVITY CALENDAR
For September - December 2013

SEPTEMBER GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETING
DATE CHANGE - Please note that the September
General Membership Meeting will be held on
Wednesday, September 11th (... not Tuesday,
September 10th). The date had to be changed because
of a scheduling conflict with a Village of Point Edward
event scheduled for the Point Edward Optimist Hall on
September 10th. We are sorry for any inconvenience.

September 4
September 11
September 21
September 28
October 2
November 6
December 4

Board of Directors Meeting
General Membership Meeting
Bluewater Anglers Family Picnic
Fall Big Fish Derby
Board of Directors Meeting
Board of Directors Meeting
Board of Directors Meeting

Check the Bluewater Anglers website for current
information on upcoming club events at
www.bluewateranglers.com/events.html.

BLUEWATER ANGLERS FAMILY PICNIC
The Bluewater Anglers are having a family picnic for
members and their family. Please put this date on your
calendar. We hope to see you and your family there.

SEPTEMBER GENERAL MEETING
***** Note date change *****
Wednesday, September 11, 2013
Point Edward Arena & Community Centre
210 Monk Street
Doors open at 7:00 PM
Meeting starts at 7:30 PM
AGENDA
Upcoming Events
- Family Picnic
- Fall Big Fish Derby
Hatchery Update
Salmon Derby Report
Fishing Report
Swap Table
Guest Speaker / Topic
Jeff Glass
Vertical Jigging Techniques

DATE: Saturday, September 21, 2013
TIME: 1:00 PM - 6:00 PM
WHERE: Covered pavilion at Mike Weir Park in Brights
Grove
Hotdogs, condiments, plates, pop, water, etc. will be
provided by the Bluewater Anglers.
Members are asked to bring a salad plate or dessert
plate to share, and their lawn chairs.
There will be games and draw prizes.
If you plan to attend the family picnic, please RSVP (by
September 16th) to bluewateranglers@hotmail.com or
Jo-Anne Eves at 519-383-0873. Please indicate how
many family members will be attending so we can plan
to have enough food for everybody.

3rd ANNUAL JAKES DAY
September 7, 2013
The Lambton Upland Game Bird Chapter, National Wild
Turkey Federation will be hosting its 3rd Annual Jakes
(Juniors Acquiring Knowledge, Ethics and
Sportsmanship) Day on Saturday, September 7th at the
Lambton Conservation Club. The Bluewater Anglers
participated in this kid’s oriented event in 2012 and we
will participate again in the 2013 event.
For more information about Jakes Day, please contact
Irene Jardine, Co-chair Jakes Day 2013, Lambton Upland
Game Bird at 519-864-1465.

BLUEWATER ANGLERS
FALL BIG FISH DERBY
Saturday, September 28, 2013
Any person is eligible to enter provided they have an
entry ticket and a valid fishing license for the waters
they are fishing. The entry fee is $10.00 per person. All
entries must be purchased by 5:30 PM Friday Sept 27,
2013. Entry forms and derby information are available
at The Outdoorsman, Bucks Baits, Eric’s Pro Tackle and
our September 11th General Membership Meeting.
This is a BOAT and SHORE event. If fishing from a boat,
all people aboard must have an entry ticket.
The Salmon Derby boundaries apply for this event (… in
the St. Clair River south to the south end of Fawn Island,
east to the harbour at Grand Bend, and north to the
trailer park north of Lexington, Michigan). Boundaries
for all streams and rivers entering into the St. Clair River
or Lake Huron are upstream to the first bridge or
roadway, whichever comes first.
This is a single fish derby. Derby contestants are allowed
to enter only their SINGLE heaviest fish. Only Salmon,
Rainbow Trout, and Brown Trout are eligible.
Participants must bring their catch to the weigh-in
station, located at the FISH HATCHERY, between 1:30
PM and 2:00 PM, September 28th, 2013. You must be in
line by 2:00 PM for your entry to be eligible.
Prizes will be presented immediately following the
weigh-in. Cash prizes will be awarded for the 5 heaviest
fish entered. The following will be the breakdown of
cash prizes based on total entry ticket sales:
1st
35%
4th
10%
nd
th
2
20%
5
5%
3rd
15%
15% for the fish hatchery
Bring the family or a friend and participate in the last
Bluewater Angler fishing event of the year.

TIME TO START A NEW HATCHERY SEASON

IN MEMORIAM

The activity level at the hatchery is starting to ramp up
with all the existing fish growing very well and the
preparations being made for fall Salmon.
We have just been notified by the MNR that our salmon
egg quota for 2013 will be unchanged from recent
years. We will be allowed to collect 110,000 salmon
eggs. Typically, we collect the salmon eggs around the
end of September or the beginning of October.
We have lots of work left to finish the existing fish in the
hatchery. The 15,000 Ganaraskas rainbow trout that
were held over from the spring are progressing well and
should hit the 70 gram mark before the late fall
stocking.
The rainbow trout from the eggs that arrived in late
April are progressing on schedule and are now just over
1 gram. This has been the best egg hatch we have seen
since we started the Ganaraskas program. At this point
in the cycle, we have 47,000 fish out of original 52,000
eggs. Hopefully we can keep them healthy and happy
until next spring.
This year’s batch of brown trout is doing well. There are
about 16,000 brown trout that will be ready for stocking
in late October or early November depending on the
water temperatures. The brown trout will need to be
fin-clipped in September. We will be looking for help for
this project again. We are scheduled to receive a new
batch of 25,000 brown trout eggs around the end of
December to keep this program going in 2014.

Ralph (Little Ralph) McMurter
August 6, 1925 – July 31, 2013
Ralph was an avid fisherman, a long time member of
the Bluewater Anglers, and a member of the Salmon
Derby Committee. Ralph’s cheerful and happy go lucky
personality will be missed.

THIS BIG ONE DIDN’T GET AWAY
Ever wonder why the walleye seem to disappear some
days? Wonder if this could be one reason?

As we look to the future, we have some major repair
work to do on the hatchery aeration system. This is
going to be a challenging project both in the amount of
work that needs to be done and keeping the hatchery
operating at the same time. This project will be very
labour intensive and a large capital expenditure. The
system has operated for almost 30 years and we would
like to put it in condition to operate for another 30
years. As we move forward we will be looking for
donations of both manpower and materials.
If you want to get involved with the fin-clipping, the
salmon egg collection or the aeration system upgrade
contact myself (519-869-2371; jakevanr@msn.com) or
any of the Board of directors. Sign-up sheets will be
available at the September 11th General Meeting.
Jake

Lorne Font of Enniskillen Twsp. caught this muskie on
July 26, 2013 in Lake Huron near the mouth of the St.
Clair River. The muskie was 54” long and weighed 35½
pounds.

BLUEWATER ANGLERS FAMILY FUN DERBY

VILLAGE OF POINT EDWARD
WALLEYE DERBY

July 6, 2013
A great day greeted us for our annual Family Fun Derby
... better known as the “Goby” derby. It was warm and
sunny with a light breeze. Perfect fishing weather.
Twenty nine families participated. This included 64 kids
and 53 adults. About 350 gobies plus a variety of other
fish were caught by the young anglers.
The families with the most gobies were ...
#1. Garwood-Tilley family with 10.8 gobies per person,
#2. Richmond family with 10.6 gobies per person,
#3. Hovin family with 10.5 gobies per person.
The biggest fish winners were ...
#1. Garwood-Tilley family with a 56 cm. Walleye,
#2. Hailey Germaine family with a 43 cm. Sucker.
#3. Campbell family with a 36 cm. smallmouth bass.
Thanks to Eric's Pro Tackle in Wallaceburg for donating
the worms for everyone to use. Thanks to the Bluewater
Anglers Directors who helped make the event happen.
(Al, Frank, Henry, Dick, Gary, Dan, Joanne and Ralph).

August 9 – 10, 2013
This year’s Walleye Derby started at 6:00 PM on Friday
evening, August 9th and ended at 9:30 AM on Saturday
morning, August 10th. There were 107 walleye derby
tickets sold. Sixty three people were in attendance at
the weigh-in on Saturday morning. A total of 34 walleye
were weighed in.
The Walleye Derby winners were ...
#1. Brian Somes
(2.53 kg)
#2. Bill Phair
(1.89 kg)
#3. Kevin Somes
(1.63 kg)
#4. Scott Dezort
(1.60 kg)
#5. Frank Turnbull
(1.52 kg)

$500
$250
$125
$100
$75

The 6th – 10th place winners received $25.00 each ...
Gleenys Vale, Pate Chafe, Steve Roy, Larry Doan,
Gordon Craig.
The $500 for the first place prize was donated by the
Village of Point Edward.
Brian Somes received an additional $100 for the largest
fish entered by a Bluewater Angler member.

Ten draw prizes were given away to derby ticket holders
in attendance at the weigh-in.
Thanks to the many volunteers who helped with this
event; including ...
Jerry Lanteigne, Jim Myers, Dan McDonald, Charlotte
Toyne (working toward her school volunteer hours),
Henry Kock and Dick Bornais.
Thanks to everybody who participated in the event.
Frank

2013 SALMON DERBY UPDATE
The 2013 Salmon Derby held in late April - early May
was another successful event thanks to good weather,
good fishing, our generous sponsors and the growing
support from Salmon Derby participants.
Ticket sales were up about 15% from previous years. A
total of 900 single and 59 family tickets were sold
compared with 792 single and 47 family tickets sold in
2012. We are still collecting some tabloid ad payments,
but as of mid August, the 2013 Salmon Derby profit
appears to be $18,000 - $18,500. This will cover about
half of the annual cost of running the hatchery. The
remainder comes from the vending machine revenues
at the hatchery pond, donations and miscellaneous fund
raising activities through the year.
2013 SALMON DERBY FINANCIAL SUMMARY
(as of mid August, 2013)
REVENUES
Ticket Sales
Tabloid
Sponsors
Awards Night Draw
TOTAL REVENUE
EXPENSES
Hats & Shirts
Tabloid
Prizes
Weigh Stations
Office & Misc
Advertising &
Promotion
TOTAL EXPENSES

ACTUAL
2012
22,150
6,900
12,675
1,119
42,844

BUDGET
2013
22,000
6,000
13,000
1,000
42,000

ACTUAL
2013
25,400
5,400*
12,225
1,145
44,170

1,854
2,932
14,237
3,695
1,044

1,800
2,900
16,000
3,000
1,000

759
3,079
13,799
3,751
910

4,701
28,463

5,000
29,700

4,065
26,363

NET PROCEEDS
14,381
12,300
17,807
(* Tabloid ad payments outstanding $700)

2014 SALMON DERBY
The dates for the 2014 Salmon Derby are May 2 - May
11, 2014. Planning for next spring’s 38thANNUAL
SALMON DERBY is about to begin. The first meeting of
the 2014 Salmon Derby Committee will be held on
Monday, September 30th at 7:00 PM at the Hatchery.
Anyone wanting to help with next year’s Salmon Derby
can contact Colin Brown (519-464-3603;
colinbrown@cogeco.ca) or Paul Heckley (519-869-2593;
pheckley@mnsi.net). There will be more information at
the September 11th General Membership Meeting.

THE KAEDEN BROWN FOUNDATION
DONATION
The Bluewater Anglers received a $1,000 donation from
The Kaeden Brown Foundation. The funds will be used
to enhance our kids programs.
The Kaeden Brown Foundation’s mission statement is …
“The purpose of the foundation is to enrich the lives of
secondary school students through post secondary
scholarship(s), as well as supporting the younger
children in the community through sports programs and
educational equipment”.
More information on The Kaeden Brown Foundation
can be found at www.thekaedenbrownfoundation.com.

ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER
The Bluewater Anglers’ FISH TALES newsletter is
available by e-mail. The benefits of the electronic
version of the newsletter include:
- better print quality including color pictures and links,
- quicker distribution,
- more environmentally friendly (… save paper),
- reduced club costs for printing, envelopes & postage.
If you would like to receive your FISH TALES newsletter
by e-mail rather than regular Canada Post (… snail mail)
send a request to bluewateranglers@hotmail.com.
Please include your name and current e-mail address.

BLUEWATER ANGLERS AND OFAH MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
The Bluewater Anglers are now an affiliated club of the Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH). Membership
in the Bluewater Anglers includes membership in Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH) since all members of
an affiliated club must also be members of OFAH (www.ofah.org). Members can choose between a “basic” OFAH
membership which includes the personal insurance and OFAH benefits but not the Ontario Out of Doors (OOD)
magazine or the “full” OFAH membership which includes the personal insurance and OFAH benefits plus the Ontario Out
of Doors (OOD) magazine. You can join the Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH) at a discount rate through
the Bluewater Anglers. If you have a current Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH) membership through
another club or organization, then you only need to pay for your regular Bluewater Anglers membership.
Complete the form below to become a Bluewater Anglers member or to renew your current membership. More
information about membership benefits can be found at www.bluewateranglers.com/membership.html and
www.ofah.org. Contact Ralph & Jo-Anne Eves (519-383-0873 or raljo_eves@sympatico.ca) for more information.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

BLUEWATER ANGLERS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Membership:

New

OFAH Member: Yes:
Junior ($10.00)

Renewal

R

OFAH Membership No: _________________
Expiry Date: _______________
Single ($20.00)
Family ($30.00)
.

OFAH Member: No:
Junior ($20.00 - Basic, no OOD magazine)
Single ($30.00 - Basic, no OOD magazine)
Family ($40.00 - Basic, no OOD magazine)
Life Member ($10.00 - Basic, no OOD magazine)

Junior ($43.50 - Full, with OOD magazine)
Single ($57.00 - Full, with OOD magazine)
Family ($78.00 - Full, with OOD magazine)
Life Member ($37.00 - Full, with OOD magazine)

.
.
.
.

Name

Telephone

.

Address

City

.

Postal/Zip Code

.

Province/State
Email Address

Country

Send FISH TALES Newsletter by Email

Make cheque payable to BLUEWATER ANGLERS and send the completed form to
Bluewater Anglers, c/o Membership Chairman, P.O. Box 174, Sarnia Ontario N7T 7H9.
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CLUB ACTIVITY CALENDAR
For June - September 2013
June 5
June 11
July 3
July 6
August 7
August 9 - 10
September 4
September 10
September 21
September 28

Board of Directors Meeting
General Membership Meeting
Board of Directors Meeting
Family Fun Fishing Day
Board of Directors Meeting
Walleye Derby
Board of Directors Meeting
General Membership Meeting
Bluewater Anglers Fall Picnic
Fall Big Fish Derby

Check the Bluewater Anglers website for current
information on upcoming club events at
www.bluewateranglers.com/events.html.

JUNE GENERAL MEETING
Tuesday, June 11, 2013
Point Edward Arena & Community Centre
210 Monk Street
Doors open at 7:00 PM
Meeting starts at 7:30 PM
AGENDA
Hatchery Update
Salmon Derby Report
Family Fun Fishing Day
Walleye Derby
Fishing Report
Swap Table
Guest Speaker / Topic
Brad Kuglin
Walleye Drifting Techniques

HATCHERY REPORT
Another cycle is complete with the spring stocking
completed the last week of April. Another hatchery year
is completed. This spring we stocked 21,000 Ganaraskas
Rainbow Trout and 3,200 Chinook salmon. We were
very disappointed in our salmon numbers but as you are
all aware we had a major loss last fall. The salmon that
we did save were in great shape and the spring rains
allowed us to release them into the normal stocking
streams. The spring rainbows were again almost 30
grams at stock out. They should be a very competitive
size and not just bait out in the wild.
As one cycle is completed another starts. Your hatchery
will continue to be busy over the summer months. At
present we have 16,000 Brown Trout that are
progressing well at a little over 1 gram. They have been
moved out of the starter tanks and onto big fish food.
Prior to stocking the Rainbow Trout, we graded out the
smaller ones, 10 to 15 gram fish, and these will be kept
until fall and stocked at about 75 gram fish. Our
Rainbow Trout program is continuing with the receipt of
a new batch of 52,000 eggs that arrived the day before
the Salmon Derby. Two weeks later they were all
hatched and looking great. They should be in the starter
tanks before the end of May and ready to stock next
spring. Looking at the number of fishermen along the
river bank in front of the hatchery it looks like the
rainbow & brown trout program is making an impact on
the local fishery.
The summer months will see continued activity at the
hatchery as we prepare the facility for ongoing
operations. There are tanks to clean, pumps to rebuild
and all the preparation work for another batch of salmon
eggs in the fall. Several new operators have started
working in the hatchery and it is great to see some new
members taking a strong interest in the daily operations.
We always have room for more operators. Some of us
are getting older and a little slower.
One area where we are going to need part time help is
with our Programmable Logic Controller. This is the unit
that controls all of our fish food feeders. It was installed
and maintained by Lambton College but they no longer
have the man power available to continue with this
support. It is not that it takes a lot of time but when it
decides to stop working the fish are not happy. If you
have an interest in providing this system support please
contact me at the Hatchery.
Have a great summer.

Jake

BLUEWATER ANGLERS
FAMILY FUN FISHING DAY

VILLAGE OF POINT EDWARD AND THE
BLUEWATER ANGLERS WALLEYE DERBY

Saturday, July 6, 2013
8:00 AM – 11:30 AM

August 9 - 10, 2013
6:00 PM - 9:30 AM

This is a FREE derby for families. Sign-in will be at a
booth set up by the Blue Water Anglers at Centennial
Park near the fishy fountain by the parking lot just south
of the end of London Road at Front Street. You must
sign in here to receive a bucket to collect your gobies
and your ticket for a hot dog & pop at the weigh-in.

Any person is eligible to enter this club event provided
they have a valid fishing license and have purchased
their $10.00 entry ticket. This is a BOAT and SHORE
event. If fishing from a boat, all persons on board must
have an entry ticket. Tickets are available at Bucks Baits
and The Outdoorsman until 5:30 pm on Friday, August
9th. All monies raised support the Bluewater Anglers.

You fish as a family. If your children have brought
friends, they will be counted as part of your family for
the derby. A limited number of fishing rods and bait will
be available at the sign-in booth. Children under 12
must be accompanied by an adult.
Boundaries are from Ferry Dock Hill to the Government
Docks. Weigh-in is at the hatchery between 11:00 AM
and 11:30 AM. Bring your bucket of gobies to be
weighed in. Redeem your ticket for a hot dog & pop.

Start time is 6:00 pm Friday August 9, 2013. Weigh-in
will be at the Hatchery from 9:00 am-9:30 am Saturday,
August 10th. You MUST be in line by 9:30 am to have
your entries qualify. This is a single fish weigh-in ... you
only weigh in your largest walleye. The Bluewater
Anglers Salmon Derby boundaries apply ... in the St.
Clair River south to the south end of Fawn Island, east to
the harbour at Grand Bend, and north to the trailer park
north of Lexington.

There are prizes for the most gobies caught (place all
gobies caught by your family in your bucket). The
number of gobies caught divided by the number of
people fishing in your group gives you your total score.

Prizes will be awarded for the top 10 single weights.
1st
$500.00
4th
$100.00
nd
th
2
$250.00
5
$50.00
3rd
$125.00
6th-10th $25 each

Bluewater Angler volunteers will be found around the
fishing area. They will be able to assist you as well as
measure any fish over 8 inches. This will allow you to
live release the fish if you do not wish to keep it to eat it.
There will be a variety prizes in the biggest fish category.
There will be draw prizes for all the kids who show up at
the weigh in.

Special thanks again to the Village of Point Edward for
the donation of the $500 first place prize.
Winners will be announced immediately after
completion of the weigh-in. There will be a minimum of
5 draw prizes with winners drawn from all Walleye
Derby entrants present. You must be present to win a
draw prize. Come out and participate in the event.

NOTE: The $100 member big fish prize does not apply to
this family event.
The event will still occur if it is raining. If there is
thunder and lightning, the event will be cancelled. There
is no rain date.
This Association will not be liable to or for the loss of
property or for injury to any person (contestant or
spectator). Contestants compete in this event at their
own risk and agree to hold this Association and members
harmless from any liability, claims and/or cost of any
nature whatsoever.

JIMBOS Custom Fishing Rods built & donated a custom
made noodle rod, downrigger rod and ultra light rod for
the Salmon Derby Awards Night draws.

BLUEWATER ANGLERS
HATCHERY OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, March 16th & Sunday, March 17th
The Bluewater Anglers held their annual Hatchery Open
House on Saturday, March 16th and Sunday, March 17th.
This is an opportunity for the Bluewater Anglers to give
the public a chance to see first-hand what we are doing
in the brown building under the bridge. The weather was
not very cooperative, especially on Saturday, and
turnout was lower than normal. None the less, it was a
successful weekend. Surprisingly, this was the first time
many of the people had seen the inside of our hatchery.
The level of public interest is always encouraging.

Ron Feige, Feige Denture Clinics, donated a rod & reel
and a tackle box for door prizes. Ron is a long time
Bluewater Anglers supporter and Salmon Derby sponsor.
The draw prize winners were Gary Mitchell (rod & reel),
Arnold Dickson (lure package) and Rob McKessock
(tackle box).
Thanks to everyone who helped with the housekeeping,
acted as a hatchery tour guide, helped with the cooking
and other jobs.

Gary Mitchell (rod & reel) Rob McKessock (tackle box)

NEW LIFETIME MEMBERS
The Board of Directors named 5 new Bluewater Anglers
Lifetime Members in recognition of their dedicated
service and support over the years to the Bluewater
Anglers. The five new Lifetime Members are Al Dezort,
Larry Doan, Jo-Anne Eves, Ralph Eves and Sippie
Scholtens. Congratulations & thanks for your support.

Ralph Eves
Sippie Scholtens
Jo-Anne Eves
Al Dezort

Larry Doan

SHORELINE CLEAN UP

KIDS TRAINING DAY
Saturday, May 25, 2013

Saturday, April 13, 2013
A large group of volunteers, including the Pt. Edward
Scouts & Guides, came out on a cold, damp and windy
day to clean up the shoreline between downtown Sarnia
and the Pt. Edward water treatment plan. Their efforts
collected enough trash to fill two pickup trucks. Thanks
to the Pt. Edward Works Department and everyone who
came out to help. This is an annual activity by the
Bluewater Anglers to clean up the waterfront area.

CLUB SPRING DERBY
Saturday, April 20, 2013
Only a few hardy souls tackled the cold, windy and rainy
conditions. As a result, only a few fish were brought to
the weigh-in at the hatchery. About 25 people braved
the weather to watch the weigh-in, eat some hot dogs
and have a chance to win one of the draw prizes given
out. Thanks to everybody that participated in the
Bluewater Anglers Spring Derby.
Salmon Category Winners
1st Dana Lawrence
2nd John Januszkiewicz
3rd Scott Lawrence

5.00 kg Salmon
1.16 kg Salmon
0.73 kg Salmon

Rainbow/Brown Trout Category Winners
1st Kyle Green
3.83 kg Rainbow Trout
2nd Mike Pobrislo
3.08 kg Brown Trout
rd
3
Scott Dezort
2.98 kg Rainbow Trout
Lake Trout Category Winners

No fish entered

#1 Salmon - Dana Lawrence

#1 Trout - Kyle Green

We had another full house of young anglers, and their
parents, taking part in the Kids Training Day held at the
Hatchery. A good time was had by all … kids, parents and
volunteers.
A special thanks to everybody who helps make this event
so successful, including …
Stefan Jackson and his kayak demonstration,
The Lambton OPP Marine Unit,
Victor Ruehle for the fly tying demonstration,
Bob Daly and his casting group,
Chris Poyser and Ed Holubowicz for the knot tying
demonstration,
Henry Kock, Gerry Lanteigne, and all the others who
helped with the kids around the pond,
chefs Dan MacDonald and Terry Latham,
Jo-Anne & Ralph Eves and Sue Brook for handling the
kids registration,
the many helpers around the pond baiting hooks,
retrieving minnows, netting fish, releasing the fish and
helping the kids, and
Paul Heckley for his photography skills capturing the action.

2013 SALMON DERBY

SUMMARY OF 2007-2013 DERBY RESULTS
Fish Type

The Bluewater Anglers 37th Annual Salmon Derby was
another successful event. The weather was excellent.
The fishing was pretty good considering the cold water
temperatures in Lake Huron. One thousand two
hundred and four (1204) fish were entered in the 2013
Salmon Derby. This is about average for the past 6 – 7
years. The first and second place lake trout were the
largest ever entered in the derby. The number of
rainbow trout and brown trout entered were up
significantly. We did not have the large number of small
salmon (< 5 lbs.) that we have had in previous years.
While we do not have a final count, Salmon Derby ticket
sales are the highest in the past 6 – 7 years surpassing
the 2010 high. While the final Salmon Derby profit is not
known at this time, we hope the 2013 Salmon Derby will
raise around $14,000 for the operation of our hatchery.
More information will be available at the June 11th
General Membership Meeting.
The Bluewater Anglers would like to thank our generous
sponsors and everybody who participated in this spring’s
derby. We hope to see you all again next year.

Salmon

Rainbow
Trout

Brown
Trout

Walleye

The Lowrance HDS-7 Gen 2 Fishfinder/Chartplotter
awarded as Salmon Derby Draw Prize #1 compliments of
Angling Outfitter in Woodstock
was won by Rick Hayes.
Lake
Trout

The Axiom Excalibur Crossbow awarded as Salmon Derby
Draw Prize #2 compliments of The OUTDOORSMAN
was won by Graham Picket.

Salmon
Derby
Total
Fish
Entered

Year

Total
Derby
Entries

Total
Weight
(lbs)

Average
Weight
(lbs)

2013

443

2976.96

6.72

2012

1729

7984.31

4.62

2011

358

1817.63

5.08

2010

722

2768.3

3.83

2009

629

3317.71

5.27

2008

1230

6850.41

5.57

2007

381

1910.28

5.01

2013

357

1752.06

4.91

2012

145

778.15

5.37

2011

106

430.04

4.06

2010

168

793.06

4.72

2009

189

893.21

4.73

2008

190

983.32

5.18

2007

112

512.38

4.58

2013

123

623.38

5.07

2012

59

318.23

5.39

2011

80

468.14

5.85

2010

20

80.64

4.03

2009

13

77.66

5.97

2008

9

49.28

5.48

2007

12

64.8

5.4

2013

147

506.31

3.44

2012

141

463.47

3.29

2011

86

299.9

3.49

2010

224

792.02

3.54

2009

50

223.16

4.46

2008

118

464.02

3.93

2007

163

479.32

2.94

2013

134

1436.48

10.72

2012

15

144.84

9.66

2011

101

865.58

8.57

2010

127

874.3

6.88

2009

344

2493.43

7.25

2008

228

1432.04

6.28

2007

432

2847.43

6.59

2013

1204

7295.19

6.06

2012

2089

9689.00

4.64

2011

731

3881.29

5.31

2010

1261

5308.32

4.21

2009
2008
2007

1225
1775
1100

7005.17
9779.07
5814.21

5.72
5.51
5.29

2013 SALMON DERBY WINNERS
Salmon Category (Top 10 Salmon by weight)

Kids Largest Fish (by weight)
May 5
Scott Dorman, Brigden

14.24# Salmon

Ladies Day Largest Fish (By weight)

1

18.26

Pauline Hedberg, West Van., BC.

2

18.02

Chris Vandenheuvel, Sarnia

3

17.32

Jim Maxfield, Forest

4

17.28

Tom Childs, Comber

5

17.06

Jim Gurr, Sarnia

6

16.62

Scott Lawrence, Sarnia

7

16.46

Barry Lugsdin, Sarnia

Apr 27

20.64# L.T.

8

16.38

Jim Rose, Sarnia

Apr 28

14.20# Salmon Bob Thorpe, Sarnia

9

16.02

Jason Davison, Sarnia

Apr 29

15.98# L.T.

Jeff MacDonald, Brights Grove

10

16.00

Ian Crossett, Sarnia

Apr 30

14.64# L.T.

Bill Farr, Ipperwash

May 1

17.06# Salmon Jim Gurr, Sarnia

May 2

17.28# Salmon Tom Childs, Comber

Trout - Boat (Top 5 Rainbow or Brown Trout by weight)

Apr 27

Leanne Claeys, Sarnia

15.28# Salmon

Seniors Day Largest Fish (By weight)
May 1

Jim Gurr, Sarnia

17.06# Salmon

Daily Big Fish Winners (includes Sarnia & Port Franks)
Apr 26 18.26# Salmon Pauline Hedberg, W. Van., BC
Shane MacDonald, Dorchester

1

10.52 RT

Phil McNally, Port Lambton

May 3

15.14# L.T.

E. Dekelver, Sarnia

2

10.30 RT

Tom Winter, Petrolia

May 4

25.16# L.T.

Robert Stanley, Wallaceburg

3

9.54 RT

Art MacDonald, Thedford

May 5

18.98# L.T.

Donald Graham, Wyoming

4

9.16 BT

Mark Colbran, Sarnia

5

9.12 RT

Alphonse Debusschere, Strathroy

Trout - Shore (Top 5 Rainbow or Brown Trout by weight)
1

12.16 BT

Tim Williams, Sarnia

2

9.46 RT

Dave Arseneau, Alvinston

3

9.12 RT

Nick Vallee, Brights Grove

4

8.84 BT

Mike Skinner, Mt. Brydges

5

8.62 RT

Justin Nantais, Sarnia

Lake Trout (Top 5 Lake Trout by weight)
1
25.16
Robert Stanley, Wallaceburg
2

20.64

Shane MacDonald, Dorchester

3

18.98

Donald Graham, Wyoming

4

16.38

Rob Dalgety, Sombra

5

16.08

Cap Cowan, Stouffville

Walleye (Top 5 Walleye by weight)
1

7.24

Randy Smith, Corunna

2

7.10

Jeff Dekort, Sarnia

3

6.86

Kendal Thompson, Sarnia

4

6.84

Joe Thompson, Sarnia

5

6.20

Herman VanVoort, Mooretown

Daily Draw Winners - Sarnia Weigh Station
Apr 26

John Knight, Corunna

Apr 27

Roger Hay, Sarnia

Apr 28

Chris Garwood, Sarnia

Apr 29

Dan Dibrita, Sarnia

Apr 30

Lonnie George, Sarnia

May 1

Gerald Lanteigne, Pt. Edward

May 2

Chris Poyser, Sarnia

May 3

Rob Duke, Kitchener

May 4

Joe Thompson, Sarnia

May 5

Brocke Fulkerson, Sarnia

Daily Draw Winners - Port Franks Weigh Station
Apr 26

George Legacy, Thamesford

Apr 27

Wayne Fisher, London

Apr 28

Dan Greenwood, Brights Grove

Apr 29

Ken Jolliffe, Rodney

Apr 30

Jim Dorman, Nairn

May 1

Ross White, Petrolia

May 2

Ron Powell, Sarnia

May 3

Robert Hugget Sr., Pt. Edward

May 4

Brad Kuglin, Sarnia

May 5

Ross Bishop, Sarnia

#1 Salmon: Pauline Hedberg (18.26#)

#1 Trout - Boat: Phil McNally
(10.52# Rainbow Trout)

#1 Trout - Shore: Tim Williams (12.16# Brown Trout)

#1 Lake Trout:
Robert Stanley (25.16#)

#1 Walleye: Randy Smith (7.24#)

Our sponsors are the reason that the Salmon Derby is so successful each year. We appreciate their continued
generous support. Please support our sponsors when you make your purchases.

ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER
The Bluewater Anglers’ FISH TALES newsletter is
available by e-mail. The benefits of the electronic
version of the newsletter include:
- better print quality including color pictures and links,
- quicker distribution,
- more environmentally friendly (… save paper),
- reduced club costs for printing, envelopes & postage.
If you would like to receive your FISH TALES newsletter
by e-mail rather than regular Canada Post (… snail mail)
send a request to bluewateranglers@hotmail.com.
Please include your name and current e-mail address.

Thank you

Goderich Bait & Tackle
for the donation of a
Maxima SS Series Spinning Reel

BLUEWATER ANGLERS AND OFAH MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
The Bluewater Anglers are now an affiliated club of the Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH). Membership
in the Bluewater Anglers includes membership in Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH) since all members of
an affiliated club must also be members of OFAH (www.ofah.org). Members can choose between a “basic” OFAH
membership which includes the personal insurance and OFAH benefits but not the Ontario Out of Doors (OOD)
magazine or the “full” OFAH membership which includes the personal insurance and OFAH benefits plus the Ontario Out
of Doors (OOD) magazine. You can join the Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH) at a discount rate through
the Bluewater Anglers. If you have a current Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH) membership through
another club or organization, then you only need to pay for your regular Bluewater Anglers membership.
Complete the form below to become a Bluewater Anglers member or to renew your current membership. More
information about membership benefits can be found at www.bluewateranglers.com/membership.html and
www.ofah.org. Contact Ralph & Jo-Anne Eves (519-383-0873 or raljo_eves@sympatico.ca) for more information.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

BLUEWATER ANGLERS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Membership:

New

OFAH Member: Yes:
Junior ($10.00)

Renewal

R

OFAH Membership No: _________________
Expiry Date: _______________
Single ($20.00)
Family ($30.00)
.

OFAH Member: No:
Junior ($20.00 - Basic, no OOD magazine)
Single ($30.00 - Basic, no OOD magazine)
Family ($40.00 - Basic, no OOD magazine)
Life Member ($10.00 - Basic, no OOD magazine)

Junior ($43.50 - Full, with OOD magazine)
Single ($57.00 - Full, with OOD magazine)
Family ($78.00 - Full, with OOD magazine)
Life Member ($37.00 - Full, with OOD magazine)

.
.
.
.

Name

Telephone

.

Address

City

.

Postal/Zip Code

.

Province/State
Email Address

Country

Send FISH TALES Newsletter by Email

Make cheque payable to BLUEWATER ANGLERS and send the completed form to
Bluewater Anglers, c/o Membership Chairman, P.O. Box 174, Sarnia Ontario N7T 7H9.
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2013 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Four directors were named for the 2013 – 2015 term
during the January 8th General Membership Meeting.
Mike Ramos is a new, first-time director. Brad
Armstrong, Pete Bothwell and Roger Hay returned to
the Board of Directors. We still need one director for
the 2013 – 2015 term.
The 2013 Bluewater Anglers Executive was chosen
during the Board of Directors meeting held January 9th.
Dick Bornais
- President
Ed Holubowicz
- 1st Vice President
Gary Mitchell
- 2nd Vice President
Bob Daly
- Treasurer
Roger Hay
- Secretary
The remaining 2013 Board of Directors and their
primary areas of responsibility are
- Brad Armstrong (Media Coordinator, Fishing Reports)
- John Barneveld
- Ross Bishop (Shoreline Clean Up Coordinator)
- Pete Bothwell
- Colin Brown (Salmon Derby Chairman)
- Al Dezort
- Ralph Eves & Jo-Anne Eves (Membership Coordinators)
- Roger Hay
- Paul Heckley (Newsletter Editor, Club Photographer)
- Stefan Jackson (Website & In-House Events Coordinator)
- John Knight
- Henry Kock
- Dan McDonald
- Mike Ramos
- Frank Turnbull (Kids Training Day Coordinator)
- Jake Van Rooyen (Hatchery Manager, Gov’t Liaison)
The Board of Directors meet the first Wednesday of
each month at 7:00 PM at the Hatchery. Club members
are welcome to attend the Board of Directors meetings.

CLUB ACTIVITY CALENDAR
For April - July 2013
April 3
April 9
April 13
April 20
April 26-May 5
May 8
May 15
May 25
June 5
June 11
July 3
July 6

Board of Directors Meeting
General Membership Meeting
Shoreline Clean Up
Club Spring Derby
Bluewater Anglers 2013 Salmon Derby
Board of Directors Meeting
Salmon Derby Awards Night
Kids Training Day
Board of Directors Meeting
General Membership Meeting (*NEW*)
Board of Directors Meeting
Family Fun Fishing Day (Goby Derby)

Pick up a copy of the Listing of Events 2013 at the next
General Membership Meeting. Check the Bluewater
Anglers website for current information on upcoming
club events at www.bluewateranglers.com/events.html.

APRIL GENERAL MEETING
Tuesday, April 9, 2013
Point Edward Arena & Community Centre
210 Monk Street
Doors open at 7:00 PM
Meeting starts at 7:30 PM
AGENDA
Hatchery Update
Salmon Derby Update
Upcoming club events
Fishing Report
Swap Table
Guest Speaker / Topic
Pete Bothwell
In-Line Boards for Spring Coho
T.B.A.
Shore Fishing Techniques for Spring Trout

ICE FISHING DERBY
Saturday, February 16, 2013
One hundred and ninety five tickets were sold for the
club’s first event of 2013. This is the highest
participation in the Ice Fishing Derby. The weather was
great (… sunny, no wind and relatively warm), the ice
conditions were good, and the fish were cooperative.
A good number of pike, rainbow & brown trout and
perch were entered by the kids and their parents.
Thanks to everyone who participated, it was a great
turnout and lots of kids.
The 2013 Ice Fishing Derby winners were …
Pike Category
1st Place:
Dan Messner (4.08 kg)
nd
2 Place:
Ritchie ??? (3.38 kg)
3rd Place:
Tyler ??? (2.71 kg)
Trout Category
1st Place:
Trevor Dais (2.53 kg rainbow trout)
2nd Place:
Al Wagner (2.53 kg brown trout)
3rd Place:
no third place trout was entered
Sunfish Category
1st Place:
Jason Beauvais (0.63 kg perch)
nd
2 Place:
Chris Garwood (0.36 kg perch)
3rd Place:
Josh Poolman (0.36 kg perch)
4th Place:
Noah Myers (0.29 kg perch)
st
1 Place Draw Prize
Rick Hill, Sarnia (Skappell ice fishing windbreak & sleigh)

st

st

1 Place Pike – Dan Messner

1 Place Trout – Trevor Dais

st

Draw Prize Winner - Rick Hill

1 Place Perch - Jason Beauvais

Chris Garwood won the $100 prize for the largest fish
entered by a Bluewater Angler member.
Thanks to the following businesses for their support
Buck's Baits (for selling tickets),
Eric’s Pro Tackle, Wallaceburg (for prizes),
Tim Hortons, Exmouth St. (for Timbits & hot chocolate),
The Outdoorsman (for selling tickets and prizes
including the 1st place draw prize).

Buck’s Baits donated $26.00 to the
Bluewater Anglers from the donation jar at the shop.

SHORELINE CLEAN UP
Saturday, April 13, 2013
9:00 AM – 11:00 AM
Our annual shoreline clean up is one of the ways the
Bluewater Anglers try to help improve the fishing
experience in our community. Come down to the
hatchery at 9:00 AM on Saturday, April 13th and help
clean up the shoreline between downtown Sarnia and
the Point Edward treatment plant. Bring gloves and
wear sturdy footwear. We will provide the garbage
bags. There will be hotdogs, pop and coffee at the
hatchery after 11:00 AM. We hope to see you on
Saturday, April 13th. Bring your family and friends!
If you have any questions, contact Ross Bishop at
donaldrbishop@hotmail.com or 519-541-9673.

CLUB SPRING DERBY
Saturday, April 20, 2013
6:00 AM – 3:00 PM
This is your chance to check out your boat, motor and
fishing tackle, and to brush up on your fishing technique
before the 37th annual Salmon Derby.
The Club Spring Derby is open to members of the
Bluewater Anglers and the general public. Members
can enter for free while non-members must buy a $10
entry ticket. Tickets will be available at Buck’s Bait,
Eric’s Pro Tackle, The Outdoorsman and the April 9th
General Meeting.
Cash prizes of $100, $50 and $25 will be awarded in
three categories … the 3 largest salmon, the 3 largest
rainbow or brown trout, and the 3 largest lake trout.
There are no separate boat and shore categories.
There is a $100 prize for the largest fish entered by a
Bluewater Angler member.
In addition, a minimum of 5 prizes will be drawn from
all entrants present at the weigh-in … winners to be
drawn from entry ticket stubs. You do not need to
enter a fish to win one of the draw prizes.
Weigh-in is from 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM at the hatchery.
Only one fish can be entered per category per angler.
Prizes will be awarded as soon as the weigh-in closes.
Hotdog, pop and coffee will be available during the
weigh-in. Check the Bluewater Anglers website at
www.bluewateranglers.com for more information.

KIDS TRAINING DAY
Saturday, May 25, 2013
10:00 AM – 2:00 PM
The Bluewater Anglers’ annual Teach-A-Kid-To-Fish Day
will be held at the Bluewater Anglers’ hatchery in Point
Edward on Saturday, May 25, 2013. Club volunteers will
show the kids some basic fishing techniques; including
rod and reel selection, proper casting techniques, tying
different fishing knots, fish handling and identification …
and more! Each kid will get a chance to catch a fish
from the hatchery pond. Bring the whole family … kids,
grandkids, great grandkids. Bring a friend or neighbour
and their kids too! We hope to see a large turnout.
Once again, our event will be supported by the Bob
Izumi’s Kids, Cops & Canadian Tire Fishing Days
program. Come and see displays by the OPP Marine,
Canadian Coast Guard, Sarnia Power Squadron and
Child Find. Prizes will be available for the kids. Hotdogs
and pop will be available courtesy of the Point Edward
Optimists.
Pre-registration is required so we can accommodate as
many kids as possible. First preference will be given to
children who have not participated in the last 2 years.
You can sign up your kids, grandkids or neighbours’ kids
(recommended 6 - 12 years of age) by contacting JoAnne Eves at 519-383-0873 or raljo_eves@sympatico.ca
starting May 11th. Registrations will not be accepted
before May 11th.

2013 SALMON DERBY
April 26 – May 5, 2013
We are anticipating a great 37th annual Salmon Derby.
Based on the encouraging derby results from the past 4 - 5
years, we are looking forward to some good fishing and a
successful derby this spring. The derby format, rules and
prize structure are the same as last year.
We are happy to have most of our regular sponsors back
again this year plus a few new sponsors. The Village of
Point Edward continues to be the Salmon Derby
corporate sponsor donating the $5,000 cash prize for the
largest salmon entered in the derby. Gibbs Wilson
Contracting and Koolatron are two major derby sponsors
again this year. Thanks to all the Salmon Derby sponsors.
Planning for this spring’s Salmon Derby is complete. The
rest is up to you fishermen. Get a couple of friends and
join this year’s Salmon Derby. Don’t forget to take the
family … especially the kids! We hope to see you on the
water, at the weigh-in stations, and at the Salmon Derby
Awards Night. Good luck to all participants! Be safe on
the water!

Our sponsors are the reason that the Salmon Derby is so successful each year. We appreciate their continued
generous support. Please support our sponsors when you make your purchases.

Fin-clipping Rainbow Trout

HATCHERY UPDATE
This is a busy time at the hatchery as we raise another
batch of fish. We have a healthy group of salmon,
rainbow trout and brown trout in our hatchery tanks.
The 3,200 hardy salmon that survived the water flow
failure last fall are doing well. They were averaging 3.7
grams at the beginning of March. They will be ready for
release in mid/late April. It is too bad that we don’t
have more of these fish this year.
We have about 20,000 brown trout in the two rearing
tanks. Our losses have stabilized since they were
transferred from the incubator trays to the rearing
tanks. The brown trout look good and are starting to
grow. They are still too small to let us get an accurate
count. We started with 25,000 eyed-up eggs provided
by the Ministry of Natural Resources in December.
The rainbow trout from last spring’s batch of eggs are
doing very well. The 35,000 fish were averaging 15
grams in early March. A group of 28 volunteers finclipped the rainbow trout on February 12th. The rainbow
trout will be sorted prior to being stocked into local
waters. The larger fish will be released in mid/late April.
The smaller fish will kept in the hatchery over the
summer to grow before being stocked in the fall.

HATCHERY STOCKING NUMBERS
We will be receiving a new batch of 50,000 eyed-up
Gananaskas rainbow trout eggs from the MNR later this
spring.

Electrozad Supply Co. (Sarnia) Ltd. donated two outdoor
LED lights as part of the hatchery lighting upgrade
project. The LED lights have been installed on the
outside of the hatchery to replace two older, less
efficient, less reliable mercury lights.

Year

Brown
Trout

Rainbow
Trout

Chinook
Salmon

2008

16,800

18,700

121,000

2009
2010
2011
2012
Total

12,400
32,300
17,000
14,200
92,700

17,200
12,500
42,000
30,000
120,400

12,500
18,000
87,000
83,000
321,500

FISHING REGULATIONS

L & M Fiberglass built and donated a fibreglass tank that
will be use to acid wash the incubator trays. The tank
will help improve our equipment cleaning process.

Just a reminder if you are fishing the streams on lower
Lake Huron. The boundary for Lake Huron is the water’s
edge on the shore … not the first bridge inland. Read
the Ontario fishing regulations and check the open
seasons, boundaries and possession limits in Lake Huron
and surrounding waters.

IN-LINE BOARDS FOR SPRING COHO
Every spring the beaches along Lambton County's
shoreline are the first to warm up. This acts like a
magnet for spawning bait fish and foraging Coho
salmon. Coho tend to be schooling fish. They can
be very aggressive and they are not usually boat
shy, even in shallow, clear water conditions.
Here is a simple 6 rod (… 3 rods per side) strategy
for targeting early spring Coho. Trolling just a
stone’s throw from the shore, in anywhere from 5
to 20 feet of water, I rely solely on in-line planer
boards. In-line planer boards, like those made by
Off Shore Tackle and Church Tackle, are easy to use
and just the ticket to cover a wider area of water.
As I mentioned before, Coho are usually not boat
shy and at times can even be attracted to the
turbulence from the boat and motor. I usually start
with a trolling spread that is close to the boat. If
this setup is not producing fish, then I will simply
spread things out. I use the 50/50 method. For the
outside board I will run the lure 80' back and the
board 80' out to the side. For the center board I will
run lure 60' back and the board 60' out. For the
inside board I will run the lure 40' back with the
board 40' out.
I usually only run smaller body baits like J7, J9
Rapalas, Bombers, and Reef Runners, and spoons
like Silver Streaks and Warriors in both regular and
small sizes. During this time of year, Coho have a
definite preference for small baits in red, orange/
gold or black/gold being the predominant colours.
If I am going to run lead core, it's always on the
outside board with no more than two colours. If I
decide to run a dodger and fly on a board, it is
always on the inside board. A red 00 Luhr Jensen
Dodger or orange Body Baby Spin Doctor with a
small peanut fly are always hot baits.
A series of rod holders are a must. The rod
connected to the outside board is always positioned
in the rod holder ahead of the others. The rod
connected to the center board is positioned ahead
of the rod attached to the inside board.

Keep an eye on your in-line board spread because
they will usually telegraph what is going on. If one
board quickly falls out of sequence with the others,
it usually means that there is a fish on the line.
When trolling with in-line boards, I would
recommend using an 8' rod that has a soft tip and
plenty of backbone. Line counter reels are a must.
They provide the proper data for accurate trolling
leads.
My reels are spooled with 30# braided line. To this
I will attach a small barrel swivel that is capable of
going through both the guides on the rod and the
reel. To this I will run a 5' leader with 20# test
fluorocarbon. In front of the barrel swivel, I will
attach a small plastic bead. When the in-line board
trips from the release, it will slide down the line and
stop at the bead that is 5' from the fish.
Once the lead length is set, open the release and
put the line between the rubber pads, then place
the line through the release pin or snap swivel
mounted on the back of the in-line board. Rigged in
this manner, the in-line board is ready to put in the
water. Letting line out as the boat is trolling
forward forces the board to slide off to the side and
out away from your boat.
The board is usually pulled backwards in the water
when a strike occurs. Simply grab the rod and jerk
the rod tip just enough to make the line pop free
from the release. When the board releases, it
immediately starts to slide down the line and comes
to a stop at the bead 5 feet from the fish. Give the
board a chance to reach the stop bead before
fighting the fish. If a strike occurs and the board
remains fixed to the line, simply reel in the board
until it is close enough to reach, open the release
pads, remove the board and continue fighting the
fish. Keep your rod tip low to the water with a slow
steady reeling action. This will help keep the board
in the water longer and prevent it from jumping out
of the water and diving as you reel it in.
Give the versatile little planer board a try. It is
without question, the way to go for spring Coho.

BLUEWATER ANGLERS
2012 BUDGET SUMMARY
The following charts provide a high level summary of the
Bluewater Anglers 2012 budget. The charts outline our
main sources of income and expenses.

The Salmon Derby is club’s biggest source of income.
All profits from the Salmon Derby go to the hatchery
operation budget. The 2012 Salmon Derby had a
$14,400 profit.

We would like to welcome United
Association of Pipe Trades Sarnia Local 663 as a new
Salmon Derby sponsors.

ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER
The Bluewater Anglers’ FISH TALES newsletter is
available by e-mail. The benefits of the electronic
version of the newsletter include:
- better print quality including color pictures and links,
- quicker distribution,
- more environmentally friendly (… save paper),
- reduced club costs for printing, envelopes & postage.
If you would like to receive your FISH TALES newsletter
by e-mail rather than regular Canada Post (… snail mail)
send a request to bluewateranglers@hotmail.com.
Please include your name and current e-mail address.

Our 20th Anniversary

Open House – Saturday, April 13th
Line Spooling Special : April 9th – 13th

BLUEWATER ANGLERS AND OFAH MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
The Bluewater Anglers are now an affiliated club of the Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH). Membership
in the Bluewater Anglers includes membership in Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH) since all members of
an affiliated club must also be members of OFAH (www.ofah.org). Members can choose between a “basic” OFAH
membership which includes the personal insurance and OFAH benefits but not the Ontario Out of Doors (OOD)
magazine or the “full” OFAH membership which includes the personal insurance and OFAH benefits plus the Ontario Out
of Doors (OOD) magazine. You can join the Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH) at a discount rate through
the Bluewater Anglers. If you have a current Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (OFAH) membership through
another club or organization, then you only need to pay for your regular Bluewater Anglers membership.
Complete the form below to become a Bluewater Anglers member or to renew your current membership. More
information about membership benefits can be found at www.bluewateranglers.com/membership.html and
www.ofah.org. Contact Ralph & Jo-Anne Eves (519-383-0873 or raljo_eves@sympatico.ca) for more information.
____________________________________________________________________

BLUEWATER ANGLERS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Membership:

New

OFAH Member: Yes:
Junior ($10.00)

Renewal

R

OFAH Membership No: _________________
Expiry Date: _______________
Single ($20.00)
Family ($30.00)
.

OFAH Member: No:
Junior ($20.00 - Basic, no OOD magazine)
Single ($30.00 - Basic, no OOD magazine)
Family ($40.00 - Basic, no OOD magazine)
Life Member ($10.00 - Basic, no OOD magazine)

Junior ($43.50 - Full, with OOD magazine)
Single ($57.00 - Full, with OOD magazine)
Family ($78.00 - Full, with OOD magazine)
Life Member ($37.00 - Full, with OOD magazine)

.
.
.
.

Name

Telephone

.

Address

City

.

Postal/Zip Code

.

Province/State
Email Address

Country

Send FISH TALES Newsletter by Email

Make cheque payable to BLUEWATER ANGLERS and send the completed form to
Bluewater Anglers, c/o Membership Chairman, P.O. Box 174, Sarnia Ontario N7T 7H9.

